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EDITORIAL 
The New Man the New Age 


grew accustomed the word “new” during the long 
years World War II. caught the expectations 
men everywhere. All agreed that old epoch had 

passed and that any attempt return pre-war “normalcy” would 
absurd would futile. For “normalcy” has meaning 
only within given context, and were all convinced that the 
context the old era had already passed away. The war and the 
years immediately thereafter represented historical pause, time 
between the times,” moment’s hesitation before the shape things 
come could delineated. 

Now, however, the historical parenthesis has ended, and “new 
and have appeared. Both these concepts are 
profoundly Biblical. writings Paul abound references 
the “new man.” assures his Corinthian readers that “if anyone 
neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but 
new creation,” and the Ephesian letter clear that the “new 
man” has come Jesus Christ and that “complete “the 
measure the stature the fulness Dr. Shaw 
has put it, the New Testament does not speak making man better 
but making him new. 

The “new figures less prominently Scripture. Isaiah 
there are these striking words: 

Remember not the former things, 
nor consider the things old. 
Behold, doing new thing; 
now springs forth, you not perceive it? 
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the seer the Apocalypse revealed the same heavens and 
new earth” that had inspired Deutero-Isaiah, for who sat obtai 
the throne had spoken, “Behold, make all things new.” 
note that not merely new heaven; God’s purpose also involve only 
new earth, new creation redeemed and restored, fit now just 


the arena his glory. conte 
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One need longer essay the role prophet describe with 
new age. Its characteristics have begun emerge. first Cong 
the dawn universal history. Here something absolutely unique} 
our time. was dramatized year ago the banks the 
River New York. Gathered there were leaders from nearly She 
the countries the world for meeting the United Nations, some} 
coming from nations accustomed power and others from longe 
whose names find difficult remember and from capitals conte 
have not yet learned. participated, the old and the 
single forum and were part history. and 

Some represented peoples who had only recently been 
from what Professor Berkhof has called sacred bondage of) the 
radiations Western culture had precipitated age 
little more than generation ago they were people without his} that 
tory. Many possessed records; their life was bound and lived} many 
within the cycles nature. One reminded and astonished while} that 
for the source Egypt’s lifegiving stream, that this situation per) and 
sisted well into the late nineteenth century and that within the 
span distinguished contemporary, Sir Winston Churchill, pre 
peoples could catapulted from the bondage nature into the party’ 
stream universal history. Formerly nature had set ceiling nalist, 
their horizon. Even their gods were little more than kind 
tions nature’s forces. But all this past, and now their but 
and grandchildren have assumed their places the councils the} 
nations. 

Moreover, the dawn universal history has ended the ing, 
histories nations. not this the real meaning 
where one nation free act unilaterally with other view 
colonial power was thus able write its own separate history, yond 
tend its influence and impose its order. But this longer pos zens 
sible. would simple if, for example, the United States could Rome. 
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the Cuban problem according the colonial pattern that had 
obtained for centuries. Belgium, too, would have had less difficulty 
the Congo hers were still separate history. small island 
only ninety miles off the coast the mainland the United States, 
be} just huge empire tropical Africa, projected now into the 
context world history, must understood against the background 
all the tensions that exist between East and West, and can dealt 
the} with only the light global conflict. same true the 
Congo. Belgium belatedly realized that new climate had arisen 
nique} and that new structures must found she was retain her he- 
East} gemony over land that was once the private domain her monarch. 
She tried frantically move out from under the old pattern order 
reenter under new, only discover that her problem could 
longer solved unilaterally. had been caught global 
tha} context. Portugal will discover this soon; her intransigence re- 
sisting this universalizing process can only result more bitterness 
and bloodshed. 
have spoken universal context existence for all peoples 
age off the world and its implications for those who have been bond- 
age nature and colonial power. But there are implications 
that have relevance our condition. represents challenge 
many the institutions that have taken for granted, institutions 
while} that grew another age and under more favorable conditions. 
per and more entered into and possessed. are being 
life| forced learn that our political, social, and economic forms cannot 
preserved isolation from the other nations the world. “The 
party’s nearly comments one the characters, cynical jour- 
nalist, Snow’s novel THe New Men. “The party for our 
kind people, for dear old Western man—it’s been good party, 
but the host’s getting impatient and it’s nearly time go.” 
There are ideological and ideational implications here for us, too. 
possible remain parochial our education and understand- 
mere Westerners without any knowledge the vast majority 
mankind? Can tolerate any longer education world- 
view that narrow and limited that our citizens cannot see be- 
yond the bounds single culture? All us, course, are citi- 
the West, educated the tradition Jerusalem, Athens, and 
Rome. share this legacy and trace the course this culture 
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moves westward and finally crosses the North Atlantic 
shores. Our education the means whereby appropriate this 
culture and possess our citizenship it. But today must 
something vastly greater. For our separate history has been 
into another history, one that universal its scope, and can 
longer blind the other strains that have merged into 
single stream. 
All this raises afresh for the Christian the question the ass 
ness his faith. Inevitably the dawn universal history will 
stimulus syncretism. Traditionally its home has been the East, 
and one not surprised find today one its most eloquent 
men India’s Radhakrishnan. But syncretism also emerging 
the West. Our most widely read historian, Arnold Toynbee, 
apostle amalgam Christianity and Mahayanian Buddhism. 
sure, the syncretist may rightly accused intellectual lazi- 
ness and thinking without discrimination. Nonetheless his 
ence today indication the necessity Christian apologetic 
that will take seriously the new conditions that have emerged 
the new context out which the syncretistic question asked tia 
our time. 


The second characteristic the new age the dawn the 


tropolis and new way life. has paralleled the 
revolution, another novelty our century. Snow, his tol 
Two AND THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION, makes 
case for distinction between the Industrial Revolution, which may 
dated from the middle the eighteenth century, and the 
tific Revolution, which belongs the twentieth. The latter, 
claims, will transform the world much more radically than its the 
cessor, and its speed will sharply accelerated over that the 


former. who are involved urban studies are already 

ing the changes that have come and will come. Kevin Lynch 
years they predict that “the majority the world’s population 
accommodated vast metropolitan complexes, each scale has 
twenty million people more.” This the metropolis, 
omenon more than century old and qualitatively different 
the city that had preceded it. And phenomenon that global 
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will characterize Johannesburg well New York, Sao Paulo 
well London, and implies way life that will vastly differ- 
ent its organization and complexity from anything that man has 
known. 

The third characteristic the new age loss confidence the 
Church, both the part those outside the fellowship and the 
part many within. Certainly the Christian Church can longer 
assume the privileged position and acceptance she has known here- 
tofore. Even the West the state has become increasingly alienated 
and inimical the Church. many critics have been writing 
about post-Constantinian era into which have entered. What 
they mean that the official relation between Church and empire 
established the fourth century during the reign the Emperor 
Constantine has been dissolved. Its dissolution began centuries ago, 
perhaps before the Reformation, but the reformers took cog- 
nizance it. They took for granted Christianum,” 
Christian civilization which the Church was perform her spir- 
itual role, while the state continued operate the basis Chris- 
tian presuppositions. But sensitive spirits today realize the futility 
this assumption. Franklin Littell tells THE GERMAN PHOE- 
nix how this realization came post-war Germany. and the 
steps that have been taken educate and deepen remnant 
culture that can longer called Christian. German professor 
told last summer that the statement hears most often from 
university students is, dead for Nietzsche’s prophecy 
has come true our time! Neville Shute’s THE BEACH com- 
mentary this. Here life without eschatology, the slow petering 
out things the mushroom cloud driven the wind descends 
the last inhabitants the globe. banner proclaims, 
still time, but the suicide pill the symbol man’s hope- 
less plight. 

the Church has lost her ability capture the imagination 
and inspire the culture around her, she has also lost her own self- 
confidence and has begun wonder openly about her role. She 
has become introverted, turned herself, and has broken off 
contact with the world that she longer knows. She was unable 
capitalize the revival interest religion after the war, 
depressed about her failure mission, and contents herself with 
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endless surveys and meetings effort knock something to- 
gether that might get her off center. 


Against the background the new age emerging new man 
who will people it. Here one the most hopeful signs our 
time. new man’s emergence attested many areas. The 
modern artist, for example, speaks revolution that has occurred 
his conception man. longer his canvas cluttered with 
meaningless daubs paint such one finds the productions 
Jackson Pollock. longer man bits and pieces 
Pablo Picasso’s Rather, there seems emerging 
the canvas new image, something with the face man and 
with form that human. behavioral scientists bear witness 
the same revolution their thought. environmentalists 
the past had reduced man puppet and had enslaved him the 
forces around him. But behavioral scientists today speak re- 
sponsibility and are rediscovering the dignity and essential humanity 
man. And this not what one finds wherever travels over the 
emerging new race men Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America that intent reordering mankind and that 
claiming its own responsible humanity. 


There similarity between the language representatives 


these new nations and the language the Christian faith. They 
speak new order,” new world,” and new humanity.” 
These phrases represent the ideals new generation. Brazil 
have heard such expressions from the lips young man im- 
mersed the politics his nation. asked him, “What you 
seek?” And answered, new ordering humanity and so- 
went describe glowing terms the expectations 
his generation and his desire give himself cause that would 
produce new humanity. 

This new man not neurotic and sick. The neurotic the old 
man, still enmeshed age that has dissolved. has become 
our predicament. possible that modern Protestantism pam- 
pering the one segment society that unable accept what 
happening global possible that are the neurotic 
segment the world’s population, the segment that unwilling 
move into the future with courage and with faith? possible that 


pe 
cre 
cal 
ful 
his 
see 
eff 
tha 
not 
cor 
Cla 
inh 
int 
con 
Cal 
fort 
sian 
one 


to- 


man 
The 
with 
rging 
and 
itness 
sts 
the 
the 
and 
hat 


ves 
They 
nity.” 
Brazil 
im- 
you 
ations 
would 


old 
ecome 
hat 
urotic 
ing 
that 


EDITORIAL 271 


have reduced the Christian Gospel form medication for 
people that has suffered failure nerve and rapidly becoming 
irrelevant? lost the power create the new through ex- 
pending our efforts medicate the Have substituted the 
courage for the courage become the new man Christ? 

Our greatest challenge not that bringing old age dis- 
creet and comfortable end but meeting the new man the new 
age with the Gospel Jesus Christ. Ours must the age apolo- 
theology and preaching. must move out our ecclesiasti- 
cal ghettos and engage those whom the future belongs. ‘The 
Biblical and theological renewal the Church has enabled 
recover the living center the Gospel, and are profoundly grate- 
ful for this. But our task move out from this living center and 
establish point contact. Dietrich Bonhoeffer saw what was 
emerging. spoke modern man’s coming age, and coun- 
seled that this man should approached his strength and not 
his weakness. What meant that should not attempt black- 
mail him into the Church into the Kingdom. Bonhoeffer had 
seen the numbing fear the Nazi regime and knew its crippling 
effects. knew, too, that the Church tomorrow must more 
than refuge for those unwilling face the future, and the hasty 
notes that were smuggled from his prison cell give clue the 
point contact with the new lies humanity that 
common all and involves humanism that truly Christian. 
Classical humanism taught that man’s humanity innate, something 
inherited birth, thing complete and autonomous when one comes 
into the world. But Biblical humanism speaks one’s humanity 
something possessed and offers man the possibility be- 
coming complete man Jesus Christ. 

Karl Barth has written recently the humanity God, and John 
Calvin called Jesus Christ the mirror mankind. Christ the 
revelation not only God man but also man himself. Our 
humanity thus eschatological concept and can only 
sessed through Jesus Christ. Hence Paul could write the Romans 
that whom God foreknow, also did predestinate con- 
formed the image his Son,” and the “complete man” Ephe- 
sians has the same destination Christ. the man destiny, 
one who man and has been given destiny through the grace 
Jesus Christ. Our task proclaim Him who the true image 
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mankind and the sole source power which this new age which 

has brought into being may populated persons who are not 

shriveled and shrunken but who have found their wholeness him. 

The great question that confronts the Church today must articu- 


lated and answered without further delay. Are willing accept 


this age God’s gift, enter into joyfully, and fulfill the mission 
Christ the world the world? Our era still pre-Christian—do 
not buy the myth post-Christian era! Christians are still mi- 
nority and the mission the Church has only begun. What 
needed “Christians, who remain use phrase 
Albert Camus. powerful essay his posthumously-published 
RESISTANCE, REBELLION, AND DEATH Camus exclaims: the 
world expects Christians that Christians should speak out loud 
and clear; for between the forces terror and the forces dialogue, 
great unequal battle has begun.” Notice his grouping, the forces 
dialogue, men who acknowledge other men persons, against 
the forces terror. are still waiting, and waiting, for 
grouping all those who refuse dogs, and are resolved pay 
the price that must paid that man can something more than 
dog.” 


The future does not belong the fearful, for those who fear most 


believe least. future belongs those who resolutely move for- 
ward possess their humanity and seek its fulfillment the service 
others because they have been possessed the Author their 
humanity and have been claimed him. 
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What Will New New Delhi? 


IKE few other religious symbols, term that has been 
able maintain its significance throughout the 
truly universal symbol, appropriate every continent and 
every land. Its use the World Council Churches is, there- 
fore, particularly fitting that body seeks express the convictions 
and sentiments Church that itself involved universal claim. 
Much the vitality this symbol derives from inherent am- 
bivalence its connotation. the one hand, “light” has served 
sign hope and new life. Toa world dominated hidden 
forces, has proclaimed the possibility understanding and con- 
trol; has signified release from the powers ignorance and super- 
stition; has meant safety from the terrors the night, which 
man was especially susceptible but whose threat has 
not disappeared even today. Nevertheless, the symbol has another 
side. light permits find our way, also allows that our ways 
may found out. world shadows, that which spurious 
second rate can disguised; but when the light comes, the truth 
made plain for all tosee. Dissimulation revealed, and petty claims 
eminence are unmasked. wonder, then, that when the light 
appears, often the darkness,” despite its threats. Like 
truth, light always brings with both revelation and judgment. 
What will new New Delhi? great extent, that will de- 
pend upon the Church’s response its own theme. the Church 
convinced that somehow the Light, then precious little 
will emerge from the Assembly. the other hand, the Church 
realizes that it, too, constitutes the “world” into which the Light has 
come—and that all its programs and structures must judged 
well guided the Light—then New Delhi may signify the emerg- 
ence the Church into the arena where the rest humanity en- 
gaged the struggle for identity and meaning. Certainly one 
can state definitively what new directions revitalized Church may 
take. Nevertheless, one may hazard the opinion that there would 
distinct diminution interest the intramural concerns, par- 
ticularly ecclesiology, that now seem dominate the ecumenical 
movement: long overdue transfer emphasis, perhaps, from the 
unity the responsibilities the Body Christ. 
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his New Man the New To- 
Chairman James McCord provides valuable analysis 
the context which the Church today must find its identity. 
ing the marks the new age—universal history, the scientific revolu- 
tion, and loss confidence the Church—he characterizes for 
the new man who seeking find himself it. Since the Church, 
Protestantism particular, has tended too firmly attached 
the era that over, poses serious question: possible that 
are the neurotic segment the world’s population, the segment 
that unwilling move into the future with courage and with 
Recognizing that the Church has necessary stake the 
old order, and that the Christian Era yet come, McCord cau- 
tions against the error seeming the morticians for what 
fast drawing conclusion. are reminded Tennyson’s 
words: 


“The old order changeth, yielding place new; 
And God fulfils himself many ways, 
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world.” 

member many denominational and interdenominational com- 
mittees, James McCord also the North American Secretary 
the World Alliance Reformed Churches and Chairman the 
Advisory Committee Faith and Order the National Council 
Churches. His responsibilities will take him the World Coun- 
cil meeting New Delhi this November. 


The devotional article, Light Men,” taken from the 
booklet Jesus Christ the Light the World, published prepara- 
tion for the New Delhi assembly. This booklet already has sold 
over half million copies languages and countries. ‘The 
World Council Churches, seeking make the assembly repre- 
sentative the thinking members local congregations, has wel- 
comed the criticisms and suggestions study groups throughout the 
world that have been making use the booklet. 


Writing the theme the Light the Charles 
West endeavors define the stance that the Church must take 
vital approach other religious and ideological groups, 
well those who have made such 
that the context all our reflection and action must thor- 
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oughly Christocentric, maintains that cannot with integrity 
“try out other religions philosophies see how much truth they 
may yield without nor can claim have comprehended 
Christ any our own human structures systems. Thus in- 
sisting the freedom Christ speak Christian and non- 
Christian alike, and refusing identify him with any historical 
order perpetuated his name, West contends that are 
commending our neighbors need not Christianity re- 
ligion but Christ the never failing source salvation and new 
issue thus raised enormous importance. Followed 
its inevitable conclusion, the position that West here espouses 
would render exceedingly precarious any attempt define char- 
acterize, save the broadest terms, “true Church.” Many will 
find this all the good, feeling that certain ecclesiological questions 
may thereby become entangled that they will abandoned 
despair. 

graduate Union Theological Seminary, New York, Charles 
West served for three years missionary China. After re- 
ceiving his doctorate from Yale University, was engaged 
teacher for the Board Foreign Missions the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A. until being named Assistant Director the Ecumenical In- 
stitute Bossey, Switzerland. substance this article was de- 
livered course for missionaries and pastors the Ecumenical 
Institute during fune the current Charles West 
include Communism and the Theologians and Outside the Camp. 


conspicuous for all see that the ecumenical movement 
passing through period transition and readjustment. the 
article Christianity Henry Van Dusen 
outlines the tremendous task still remaining for the world mission 
the Church, and indeed the set-backs that the last few years have 
produced. picture the Christian World Mission 
the beginning the second half the twentieth century less 
that triumphant advance than resolute ‘holding’ operation.” 
Turning the status ecumenical Christianity, Van Dusen warns 
some acute problems that now must faced. The leadership 
the movement the process passing from the venturesome 
pioneers the constituted denominational authorities, and re- 
mains determined whether this can accomplished without 
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the gradual elimination the most creative spirits. Resurgent de- 
nominationalism threatens sap the vitality the ecumenical en- 
terprise, and may even move the notion historic denomination- 
alism into the Younger Churches where the united Church pattern 
has thus far prevailed. Finally, the ecumenical movement has not 
yet invaded the local level, where particularism still remains dom- 
inant. long can world ecumenicity endure without sound 
and secure rootage local Van Dusen here pro- 
vides with much ponder. Without question, denominational- 
ism has been characterized internecine struggles that have done 
little advance the Christian witness. Nevertheless, one wonders 
whether the ecumenical movement has not—in combatting the “‘scan- 
dal our too much the notion for 
mission,” and failed realize that unity may emergent rather 
than prior condition Christian witness. remains—per- 
haps needs—to discovered way reinterpreting historic denom- 
inationalism fit the requirements pluralistic society. 

Henry Van Dusen, the President New York’s Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, has held and holds positions numerous ecclesi- 
astical and educational boards and committees and has been leading 
figure the growth the ecumenical movement. The present 
article drawn from the concluding part his latest book, One 
Great Ground Hope: Christian Missions and Christian Unity. 


his article entitled the Church,” Frederick 
Dillistone draws our attention concept that has attracted consid- 
erable interest among theologians, particularly England, during 
the first half the twentieth century. This renewed concern for 
continuity traces part the rise the disciplines universal 
history and biological science, both which fostered the notion 
one great unfolding development through time, free from radical 
breaks discontinuities. Examining the use that has been made 
the concept continuity, Dillistone observes that still the 
area the ministry where most Churches stake their claim 
that whenever attempt made demonstrate that certain type 
ministry continuous with the ministry Christ himself, neither 
history nor sociology nor critical scholarship really will support the 
contention. when efforts are made ground sacra- 
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mental system the principles continuity, appeal inevitably 
directed highly dubious organismic philosophy reality. 
the end, continuities and discontinuities must exist together 
constant dialectical movement wherein each forced validate its 
claims, calling for continuous interchange—and intercommunion— 
between differing forms and views. reflecting upon the problem 
continuity, Dillistone ably expounds it, one begins suspect 
that well may the divine providence, and humor, that any sys- 
tem pretending establish continuity visible terms doomed 
confusion and incredibility—perhaps the end that power 
earth, accident design, may able destroy the identity 
the Church. 

Frederick Dillistone the Dean Liverpool Cathedral, Liver- 
pool, England, and will delegate the Church England 
the New Delhi Assembly. former associate editor THEOLOGY 
has appeared frequently this journal both author 
and reviewer. 


“One Visibly Catholic Church,” Horace Allen, Jr., deals 
with one the elements continuity that stands barrier 
unity. Recognizing that the “scandal episcopacy” has proved 
the great stumbling block ecumenical discussions, suggests 
that from the standpoint ecclesiastical history form episcopal 
order natural the Church. Disallowing downright submis- 
sion the regular Episcopal Church, sets forth the notion 
local episcopacy—an overseer elected and answerable the 
group over which would exercise authority—by which the rich 
heritage the whole Church could brought the members 
the several congregations. interesting note that the resolu- 
tion thus proposed essential compromise the very principle 
episcopacy. has become defined its function rather 
than its historic association and derivation. many Churches 
would accept episcopacy such terms rather likely; whether 
the historically episcopal groups would so, however, rather 
different question. 

graduate Princeton University and the Harvard Divinity 
School, Horace Allen, Jr., the minister the Presbyterian 
Church Renick, West Virginia. ‘This past summer Mr. Allen 
residence Iona, Scotland. 
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The final article, Layman’s Role Theology,” Mary 
McDermott Shideler, deals with issue that becoming increas- 
ingly acute the Church seeks involve the layman more deeply 
the Church’s life. Acknowledging that the layman cannot ex- 
pect technical expert things theological, she nevertheless 
finds some contribution that this segment the Church can make 
the theological enterprise. can provide freshness ap- 
proach, contact with other disciplines that the theologian must 
take into account his work. ‘This does not make either the theo- 
logian the layman authority the other’s realm, can 
provide the nourishment that keeps thought from becoming ingrown 
and sterile. Again, the lay theologian his demand for relevance 
may keep the theologian oriented toward the life the Church. 
From such articles this becomes clear that the Church must 
make serious provision for the lay theologian, both encourage 
his growth and restrain enthusiasm grounded half-knowledge. 
But more than this, still remains incumbent upon the Church 
deal responsibly with the laymen who are not lay theologians, but 
who nevertheless need involved the meaning the Gospel 
for their daily lives. becomes quite different problem. 

graduate Swarthmore College and former student the 
Chicago Theological Seminary, Mary Shideler the wife 
Shideler, Associate Professor Philosophy the Iowa State 
University. Her first volume Charles Williams, The Theology 
Romantic Love, scheduled for publication Harper and 
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THE LIGHT MEN* 


Gospel St. John speaks about Jesus Nazareth. The 

prologue also speaks about him. leads right back “the 

that the earthly life Jesus began definite moment history, 
certain that the beginning was with God. This leads 
the mystery God which one can fully understand. Our 
passage speaks with reverence this mystery. But God has not 
remained dark mystery; precisely Jesus Christ that has 
revealed himself and come dwell among men. has done 
speaking man through the life and words Jesus. His words 
become life for those who listen him. 

was God’s creative Word which brought the world into ex- 
istence (Genesis through that Word does exist. With- 
out God’s Word there Life for man. The apostles came 
realize this through their association with Jesus. ‘They testify this 
the world and ask whether have found Life through him. 

would well pay close attention the 
tween the Word, the Life, and the Light. Life and Light are not 
vague concepts which express something different each one 
us. who hears the voice the living God Jesus can say: Now 
know for the first time what means the Light and have 
the Life. not devout contemplation moral activism 
that come the Life and the Light. Contemplation and action 
are signs that have received the Life, but its origin lies the 
Word God. 

Much people long for Light and Life, they are little inclined 
receive from Jesus. Light shines the 
ness and hostility led the crucifixion Jesus. where the 
darkness the world betrays itself. Much the world longs for 
the Light, was unable and unwilling recognize the Light the 
“Word God.” 

the true Light, Jesus exists for the sake all men. 


*This brief devotional exegesis, based John 1-18, “Bible Study Four” the 
booklet Jesus Christ the Light the World, published the World Council Churches 
preparation for the Third Assembly New Delhi, 1961. 


279 


280 THEOLOGY TODAY 


not say that all men recognize him; but none excluded from his 
light. all need him order escape from the darkness. 
denies himself none sinners. Differences nationality, race, 
class disappear before him. 

puzzling fact that the world does not recognize the light 
which was created. More disturbing still, even when comes 
his own home the crucifixion the rejection reaches 
its culminating point, and continues throughout 
tainly the opposite also happens: that men receive him. That one 
God’s miracles which can only compared the miracle hu- 
man birth (John 3-5). 

this point becomes clear that the light God does not call 
for dreamy contemplation but for change our lives. who 
sees the light God faith, will not only come new under- 
standing but himself will become new being: will become 
child God. God’s child clings his Father faith and love, and 
tries conform his daily life the Father’s will. Effective witness 
the light the world can only given where this change our 
lives has taken place and constantly taking place afresh. 

The greatest mystery lies the fact that the Word has become 
flesh: God has become man. Certainly the work his unfath- 
omable grace that God’s light has dawned our midst and that 
need not look for inaccessible distance. Consider how com- 
pletely our gaze drawn the man Jesus. Nor can turn away 
our eyes from the place where the Son God undergoes the supreme 
humiliation—the Cross. there that God’s glory revealed. 
acknowledge indeed his glory the works creation and the gov- 
ernment the world, but the greatest thing that can say about 
God that the Eternal stoops down seek the lost. 

The appearance the true God the world shows the hostil- 
ity the world this the moment when God, far from 
abandoning this hostile world, redeems it. only because 
men think God remote being that are able live our lives 
securely. Because like Adam think can hide from God, 
life seems bearable. But what happens when can deceive our- 
selves longer? are faced with despair. But now the true 
God stands our midst—and the God mercy! 
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West 


HEN the World Council Churches meets New Delhi 
this year under the title above, will one sense re- 
asserting the missionary claim the Gospel which has al- 

ways been temptation spiritual pride for those the Christian 

Church and stumbling-block for those outside. Yet another 

sense there has probably never been time history when both 

Christians and non-Christians were deeply aware what means 

that meet and deal with one another world where some an- 

swer must given this claim. Let support this rather strong 
statement referring briefly three realities which most 
are already aware. 

First, there Christendom profound spirit self-criticism 
which comes from examining our culture, our thought, and even 
the forms our Church life the light Biblical revelation and 
discovering how inadequate and even perverse they often are. This 
longer the criticism the Laymen’s Enquiry thirty years 
ago. longer reflects the moral superiority humanists who 
feel they have another ground stand while they subject the 
preaching the Gospel and the work missionaries conde- 
scending scrutiny. This uncertainty about our mission which 
arises from the depth the Christian consciousness itself pose 
the question: how can present the claim Christ when our 
ways thought and life reflect the imperialisms, the self-assertions, 
the false securities foreign nations, cultures, and social groups? 

Second, way reaction against the claim the West which 
the claim Christ included without distinction, peoples through- 
out Asia are rediscovering and reasserting their own religious and 
cultural traditions. This reassertion longer the naive pagan- 
ism former centuries. the deliberate attempt peoples who 
know that their culture needs religious foundation construct for 
themselves religio-philosophical foundation life and thought 
borrowing, where necessary, from Christian insight. The Christian 
claim rejected for strong and articulate reasons. Among them 
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the need for spiritual foundation which links the past 
with its present and future and gives moral foundation 
common life, the most important. 

Third, there both the world which once was 
and the world where other religions hold sway, profound anxi- 
ety and The self-criticism with which Christendom 
familiar, found also among Muslims, Hindus, and others 
ever they feel will not misused those who hear it. There 
profound doubt not only Christian but non-Christian circles 
that religion can reconstructed order provide unity for 
culture after the original faith that religion the reflection of| 
eternal and absolute truth has been broken. Religious people 
all sorts look with troubled eyes these days upon the secular powers 
which seem fact dominate their lives. 

these special conditions which make worthwhile for 
pose once again the eve the New Delhi Assembly the question 
our theological understanding the missionary task the face 
both human religion and the world which forms 
whether these Christian non-Christian. 


begin with what may seem strong statement the context 
which Christians approach this question. only because 
much our thought confused attempt obscure soften 
this simple reality. Christians are entirely dependent upon the fact 
that something has happened which the whole and complete truth 
for and outside which can neither live nor think. God 
Jesus Christ determines both our being and the world which we! 
live. who creates both and our capacity believe 
him. Outside Christ for the Christian there light which 
does not look like darkness, discernible order meaning. Even 
the glory God, the Old Testament bears ample witness, 
mean destruction. The Christian cannot, therefore, imagine) 
what would like had some other existence than this. 

Christian theology, therefore, part the total response the 
Christian God the world which God has made and 
reflects upon what living such world before such 
may mean. his confession the reality which has taken 
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him and which lives. his witness that he, simple man 
who would far rather pursue his own glory and comfort create 


own gods his destruction, has been overcome and given life 
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this one Lord. The point may put more clearly quoting 
the words Christian who recently was called address meet- 
ing students both Christian and non-Christian country 
the pseudo-religion Communism holds sway. 


“The question: ‘what truth,’ really wrongly asked. ‘Truth 
thing. God Himself the truth and this truth became man 
Jesus Christ. Whoever would live otherwise than the mercy 
this Rejected One, lies. lie live otherwise than man 
who has been freed Jesus from sin, death, and the power the 
devil. proud person who seems himself better than others 
the pious person who looks down the ungodly. 
the indifferent person who has concern for the others, those 
for whom Jesus died. the dissatisfied person who does not have 
enough this gracious truth God, but wants more. the self- 
justifying person who trusts his good deeds his conversion. 
the despondent one who does not reckon with the resurrection 
power this Jesus. the secure person who not prepared 
judged Jesus. All these are liars. They all deny, theoretically 
and practically, that Jesus Christ has become our only Lord and that 


Not confess Jesus Christ Lord every act thought for 
Christians liars who consciously deny the truth which they 
should bearing witness. 

This has two negative consequences which are urgently important 
cannot pretend that there some natural law, some structure gen- 
eral knowledge which God and his will can known apart from 
this that has done for Christ. cannot honestly try out 
other religions philosophies see how much truth they may yield 
without Christ. When attempt are reality doing 
one two quite different things. Either our standards natural 
law, general revelation, religious insight whatever may call it, 
are from the beginning derived from our knowledge Christ, 
are accepting the final authority some non-Christian system 
into which attempt fit our Lord. the first case, engage 
ina kind covert apologetic, attempt understand the non- 


1J. Hamel, Christian East Germany, Association Press, New York, 1960, pp. 92-95. 
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Christian religion philosophy better than understands itself. 
But this almost always results misunderstanding precisely what 
God would teach through and establishing false contact 
with non-Christian believers. the second case our whole rela- 
tion the truth, which Christ, falls into such double-mind- 
edness man integrity can respect. 

Secondly, cannot comprehend Christ, who the truth, any 
system our own thought, any structure our religion life. 
are servants not masters the truth. Our theological thinking 
God’s act and not itself. can, therefore, true theo- 
logical propositions which are rendered false the failure 
dience the Church which enunciates them. Christians can 
also fail our mission because our orthodoxy not recognize 
saving act inspired Christ the non-Christian world. fol- 
lows that cannot speak about God general common be- 
lievers most the high religions. Nor can speak grace 
salvation general concepts. None these words have meaning 
except the living relation the Lord which stand. 


This the reality which Christians live and think and out 


which they cannot tear themselves even they would. For 
deny the very relation which gives and the world life, di- 
rection, and meaning. not this level, however, that meet 
the non-Christian. there only witness and confession, 
dialogue and debate. when turn the world around 
interpret and solve its problems the light which given us, 
that the issue joined. few words need said, therefore, about 
this world appears the perspective our faith. 
First, world the sense defined the person and 
work Jesus Christ. Here the humanity the Incarnation 
revealed the purpose for which all nature exists. com- 
munion the Father with the Son the Spirit, this outgoing love 
already seen the Trinity whereby God takes man’s rebellion and 
sin upon himself, becomes man’s servant and obedient unto death, 
the meaning and pattern true human life. Our lives take 
substance participating this life. him learn what 
means human relation our fellow human beings. When 
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talk with adherents other religions ideologies about their 
understanding man, always this one Man who our standard 
and our guide. 

Second, the world Christian perspective historical. the 
drama choice particular people and finally one man 
through whom and whom the whole world should 
the story God’s working through the time process order 
redeem and fulfill the common life men this earth. what 
the Germans call Heilsgeschichte, the history making whole, which 
includes all that the Hebrews meant their magnificent word Sha- 
lom. Our understanding this history and our present place 
basic our understanding the Christian mission. was 
the Old Testament days when the nations represented for 
the people God first all temptation fall away from the cove- 
nant which God had made with them, into non-historical religion 
nature and the soil. Later these same nations became the in- 
strument God’s judgment upon the unfaithfulness Israel and 
finally the object Israel’s mission servant. all this the 
nations are judged what they are able they are left 
outside the special revelation given the Jews, because the time 
not yet ripe and because the special covenant responsibilities laid 
upon Israel are spared them. But the drama the New Testament 
that these nations which once were afar off have been brought near 
the blood Christ. Through the mission the Church they 
are placed before decisions which they never had face before. 
This the drama the period history are today. The 
nations, whether they like and know not, are being drawn 
into one history. They are being assaulted visions man’s pos- 
sibilities—of new ways common life—which arose society 
which the Lordship Christ had been preached. sense destiny 
abroad the world which was born Christendom. All this 
being conveyed the nations outside Christendom, however, 
secularized forms which reflect best small part the light 
the Gospel. The tragedy self-destruction them. this 
which gives the mission the Church its urgency and its promise. 

Third, the world seen faith God’s grace secular world. 
This applies its politics, its economics, and even its culture and 
language. reaches deep into the forms religious life. secu- 
lar meant four things: 
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(a) The political, economic, and cultural order this world for 
one time and place. may not make absolute eternal. 
may not claim that reflects ultimate meaning absolute truth. 
This applies not only great human values such democracy, 
socialism but also political cultural structures such the United 
States America, the Congo, Germany, China, the U.S.S.R. 

(b) The structures the world exist God’s grace serve man 
his co-humanity with others, not dominate and use him for the 
sake any impersonal, collective, communal ideal. The Chris- 
tian, therefore, must fight the continual tendency define man 
terms his nation, his cultural background, the language speaks, 
his ethnic-racial group. ‘These may instruments his fuller 
life. But God has intended him for personal with his 
neighbor which transcends and relativizes all them. 

(c) nation, economy, culture may become the basis for 
total system philosophy religion without setting false 
ideology, rival God. ‘That society secular means that 
part must always left unexplained. can per- 
fect plan for economic development, ideal system government, 
language which all-sufficient, culture which contains all 
essential wisdom. proper function all these domains 
express man’s experimental efforts from day day arrange his 
life better with his neighbor. 

(d) That the world secular means that Christians not be- 
cause their faith have any special religious authority better 
judgment solving its problems. The world secular because 
the hands Christ, not the hands Christians their re- 
ligious institutions. ‘The contribution Christians the common 
life that imaginative insight informed Christ and his king- 
dom into the proper forms human life together this world. 
far they are faithful this, bearing witness not themselves 
and their religion but Christ who the truth also this area, 
their insights will commend themselves either the acceptance 
the opposition they arouse. 

This suggests fourth statement about the world Christian per- 
spective. the scene struggle between purpose and 
man’s disobedience. are sense two histories which the 
historiographers chronicle and confuse: that which have spoken 
above, and that which tells the story man’s attempt organize his 
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world according his own desires and the frustration and disaster 
which this has brought its wake. Outside the Christian commu- 
nity this expresses itself tragedy: the denial God the part 
those who for any reason have never been confronted with his reve- 
lation. the Christian community, however, this history the 
drama sin and judgment. either case the mark Christian 
insight realism about and other men. 

Fifthly and finally, the Christian perspective the world sees 
always and primarily under the sign hope; not hope which comes 
from analyzing its own development but which comes from faith 
that the hands the Redeemer who will come again the 
end history and the signs whose victory are already here. The 
hope the world, the Christian understands it, does not depend 
upon the strategy politicians, the success economic plans, the 
outcome wars. presupposition which influences the way 
Christian goes about his analyses these other realms. the 
power whereby wrenches his thought out these other perspec- 
tives and places the service God, that the world may 
given hope which could not generate for itself. 


This the kind reality which the Christian sees when looks 
the world the perspective his faith. more than that, 
however, well. description the influence which the 
Christian has the world when obeys God. The faithful 
Church has humanizing effect all society placing Jesus Christ 
its midst. historizes cultures and traditions bringing them 
into relation with the purpose God for them. secularizes the 
social order breaking through all the total ideologies, religious 
otherwise, which races and nations set give their own life 
meaning. forces man face the reality his own disobedience 
which expresses itself every power structure thought and the 
common life. infects the world, thus realistically understood, 
with hope. 

follows that this theological perspective and this Christian obe- 
dience powerful solvent religions every kind, including 
those religions which the people God develop order capture 
and possess the work God their behalf. realize the ambigu- 
ity this statement. Thomas Aquinas, the Reformers, and many 
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modern theologians have spoken true religion which, the 
words Calvin, faith united with serious fear 
God comprehending voluntary reverence and producing legiti- 
mate worship agreeable the injunctions the Lord” (I. ii. 
mean here, however, not such ideal statement 
the proper substance Christian faith and worship, but the human 
activity, described the historians and phenomenologists the 
subject, which people actually engage when they call themselves 
religious. Whether define with Rudolf Otto and Joachim 
Wach the holy,” with van der Leeuw 
superior power” some other way, its essence man’s up- 
ward reach for secure relation some eternal absolute reality. 
predicate man. man’s activity and therefore sinful 
activity, sinful precisely what tries achieve human means. 
Wherever the word God has entered into human life reform 
it, its first conflict has been with this human religion. Moses versus 
the Golden Calf, Amos confronting the worship temple Bethel, 
Jeremiah denouncing his people’s confidence the temple Jeru- 
salem, Jesus declaring that the Sabbath made for man, and 
pleading for freedom from the law are only few Biblical examples. 
ironic that modern Christendom such prophecy has had 
come from the mouths atheists such Feuerbach: religion the 
projection man his highest essence against the heavens; 
Marx: religion the illusory reality men who possess genuine 
reality their own. The effect which the thinking these men 
has had the non-Christian world dissolving its religious tradi- 


tions secularized reflection the purging action God’s reve- 


lation. one the problems and opportunities for the Chris- 
tian mission that the ground has been prepared for this am- 
biguous way. 

One fact, however, must remembered this whole understand- 
ing religion saved from worse falsehood than in- 


tended correct. The model religion before the eyes the 


Biblical and modern secular prophets not some non-Christian 
system, but precisely the religious efforts and expressions people 
God; our time, the Christians. this Christian religion 
which the words Karl Barth “the attempt man justify 
himself before picture God projected his own ideas and ac- 
cording his own because know this Christians 
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with new clarity today, that can longer speak naively and 
ideally Calvin did about Our finest worship, 
our most orthodox theology, our most vigorous forms Church 
life, have been shown the harsh light secular and non-Christian 
criticism expressions the interest one class, the com- 
munity one racial cultural group, the influence certain 
nations over others. This serious enough. But worse that 
these people have learned speak terms they have learned 
from the Christian influenced world. recognize their words 
the same judgment, however secularized distorted, which find 
when read the Bible. The first problem Christian mission 
and creative conversation with non-Christians any other reli- 
gion, the words Karl Barth apply this judgment first and 
most acutely ourselves: and others, the non-Christians, only 
far recognize ourselves them, i.e., only see them 
the truth this judgment revelation which concerns us” (Church 
Dogmatics, Vol. 1/2, 327). 

This, however, only the negative side. There indeed sense 
which Christianity can called the true religion. permit my- 
self here another quotation from Barth: 


there true religion event the act the grace 
God Jesus Christ. more precise, event the out- 
pouring the Holy Spirit. even more precise, event 
the existence the Church and the children God. ex- 
istence the Church God and the children God means that true 
religion exists even the world human religion. other words, 
there knowledge and worship God and corresponding human 
activity. only say them that they are corrupt. are 
attempt born lying and wrong and committed futile means. 
And yet have also say them that (in their corruption) they 
reach their goal. spite the lying and wrong committed, 
spite the futility the means applied, God really known and 
worshipped, there genuine activity man reconciled God. 
The Church and the children God and therefore the bearers 
true religion live the grace God. knowledge and wor- 
ship God, their service God teaching, cultus, and life, are 
determined the realization the free kindness God which an- 
ticipates all human thought and will and action and corrects all hu- 
man corruption” (Church Dogmatics, Vol. 344). 


True religion can only such constantly subjects itself all 
its expression the judgment and renewal the word God which 
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operates through it. depends entirely for its existence 
revelation Christ. But that revelation sense identical 
with this religion dependent it. 

This the theological basis our meeting with other religions, 
ways life, and ideologies. Our encounter not the first in- 
stance polemical. non-Christian man with his religious be- 
liefs the honor not explaining him function his religion, 
but rather meeting him human being from whom, his re- 
ligious, cultural, and social context, can learn something the 
ways God with men. not know beforehand how express 
the word God for the adherent another religion. ‘This must 
discover placing ourselves and our religion alongside him and 
his, and allowing Christ speak both us. must learn with 
him how God work behalf both us. means allow- 
ing our categories thinking and ways life corrected 
what learn from our non-Christian neighbor when see him 
the light Christ. Our Bible study should natural prepa- 
ration for this exercise. When take the Bible seriously, are 
constantly subjecting our modern, Western, Greek influenced ways 
thinking the quite different culture small Asian people 
centuries ago through whom God chose reveal himself. that 
culture and that society are all strangers today East and West. 
Why should not subject ourselves also one another order 
learn Christian truth new dimensions? may well 
something the quality Muslim monotheism Hindu spir- 
itual discipline which Christians must make their own because 
sign God’s working these religions. Certainly the whole 
way life non-Christian society will offer many more such signs 
than its religion such. who reads the Chinese Confucian 
classics, for example, comes away with the impression that tradi- 
tional Chinese society was dominated philosophy ethical 
harmony which failed take account human sin and power 
struggles. Such was indeed the ideology which Chinese society 
for two thousand years paid homage. popular tales and leg- 
ends old China, however, tell quite different story. are 
endless mine insight into the devious ways man’s human- 
ity and inhumanity, the selfishness and the self-giving, the cruelty 
and the grace which the official teaching covered over but did not 
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the same time all this discovery dimensions Christian 
truth non-Christian religious thought and life can for the 
Christian neither means apologetics nor means adjustment. 
religion remains religious system closed alternative the 
acceptance God Christ. The very solidarity which the Chris- 
tian finds with the human situation the non-Christian, the very 
recognition which offers the Christian truth therein, re- 
minder the non-Christian the God who breaks through all his 
total systems religion, philosophy, social order. simply in- 
cludes the non-Christian the dynamic judgment and redemption 
which the Christian experience life the Holy Spirit. 


far have assumed world which religion, Christian 
non-Christian, still the dominant force which moves men’s lives. 
continue so, however, would give false picture 
the consequences the coming Christ for human history. ‘The 
fact that Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, and atheist meet 
one another world where social and spiritual revolution 
progress which calls them all question. revolution secu- 
larized child the Christian Gospel. Its driving force new 
vision human life and refusal accept any world any struc- 
ture meaning which denies man indifferent him. 
secularized faith confidence man’s own ability master his 
fate and realize his future. 

have already mentioned that the revolutionary finds even 
Christian religion the side conservative social order 
against the striving man achieve his future. But the struggle 
between the revolutionary spirit and the Church struggle be- 
tween brothers who reproach each other with having been untrue 
essential part their common heritage. The problem 
modern Christian mission, therefore, posed the fact that both 
the Church bearing the Gospel and the secular, political power 
bearing the revolution have broken upon the non-Christian world 
once, and that the latter has made far more powerful impact 
than the former. Mohammed’s day, find whole nations 
formulating their rejection Christianity terms which they have 
learned from Western teachers without ever having seriously con- 
sidered understood what the Christian claim about. The re- 
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sult often strange new compounds revolution and religion. 
The combination Marxist and Confucian views man China 
produces strangely inhuman humanism without freedom for- 
giveness. The drive for social justice and equal opportunity 
Ceylon becomes the instrument irrational Buddhist reaction. 
One could multiply the examples, but the lesson the same. The 
secular revolution has brought the non-Christian world into history, 
given new vision humanity, supplied with both realistic 
means controlling power and hope for the future. But has 
power realize what promises. forms new powers al- 
liance with tradition, less human, less historical, less secular than 
before. But for the grace God and the witness the Church 
the last state may more hopeless than the first. 

With this, however, have spoken the decisive God 
work the revolution. The Church with its mission the 
long run the guardian its wayward brother along the way to- 
ward deeper sense what human life together offers 
revolutionaries who lose their nerve the insecure world they 
have created knowledge who who makes all things new. 


This raises the final and most difficult problem which Christians 
and non-Christians face alike. possible for culture exist 
genuinely secular condition? This the question which al- 
most every nation Asia and many the West are asking them- 
selves. Does not society demand for its cohesion either sense 
absolutely and eternally valid tradition which guides the present 
and moulds the future, those equally mythological causes and 
hopes which the revolutionaries This the problem 
which Professor Joseph Kitagawa describes search for self- 
This not objective question which can faced 
with the reason alone but one which involves our basic sense 
who are terms the group and tradition which belong. 
concerns the determinants the whole range our relations. 
from our behavior the circle the family our loyalty the 
nation and our worship our God. Often the personal name 
bear already gives this identity and context. This was especially 
the case the traditional societies Asia and Africa before the 

his article this title the Chicago Divinity School News, Nov. 1960, pp. 10-32. 
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coming the West. But has operated also, more strongly than 
realize, the Western world well. 

Our problem today that this sense self-identity has disap- 
peared for great masses people. ‘Their language has been over- 
laid another which brings prestige, power, and modern culture 
with it. certain group Westernizers Asia are passionate 
converts this new universalized Western civilization. they 
who, large extent, have been responsible for the Asian revolu- 
tion. They understood its objectives and directions terms bor- 
rowed from their Western teachers. years ago this revolu- 
tion was the predominating fact most Asia. Today, however, 
otherwise. Cultures whose existence threatened the po- 
litical and economic pattern modern life are seeking reestab- 
lish their continuity and reinterpret themselves way which 
will master the modern world. The average man these cultures 
had never been able identify himself with the foreign language 
and the ethos brought. finds himself confused and 
uprooted, separated often from the social context his family and 
his village, obey the rhythm life determined fac- 
tory large city. proud his Westernized leaders, who 
have won independence and who speak with force the councils 
nations. But when seeks meaning all this, turns 
the religious and cultural sources his own tradition into which 
requires that modern forces integrated. This demand for 
social integration, this new form nationalism, the context 
which the encounter between Christian faith and non-Christian re- 
ligions set. With few minor exceptions, Christianity has been 
rejected the power which could integrate Asian culture and lead 
into the future. Yet, Kitagawa has put it, there profound 
contradiction within this search for self-identity, which determines 
the atmosphere which meet. Asian nations’ 
and anti-Christian attitude can traced something much deeper, 
although they may not conscious it. That is, the Asians’ atti- 
tude toward the West—that strange combination resentment and 
admiration—is due the fact that they are compelled live 
world which longer Asian the traditional sense the term. 
The Western ‘oppressors’ are gone, but they cannot throw away the 
which reshaping Asian societies and cultures with 
secular science and secular interpretation state and law. ‘Mo- 
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dernity,’ the legacy the West, has irresistibly permeated all aspects 
their lives. the other hand, what are they contributing, 
what can they contribute, the West? Arts, poetry, and 
ity, these reach only tiny segment Westerners. They 
have not yet found that unique quality with which Asia can con- 
front the West.” 

submit that the major problem the Christian mission today 
minister men this condition. would like close with 
the following suggestions with regard it: 

(1) may true, Hendrik Kraemer maintains his newest 
book, World Cultures and World Religions, that are facing 
the next few years world-wide dialogue among religions each 
which makes universal claim. Hindu definitions religion and 
Buddhist concepts self-salvation represent temptation for the 
Western mind weil for the East, and both are odds with the 
creative tension which Christianity maintains with all human 
ture. But may well neither wise nor Christian begin the 
dialogue with the non-Christian this level. may not wise 
because man cannot aware the possibility defining his 
identity way which free his cultural tradition, his social and 
religious ties, until has grasped inwardly what means 
new creature Christ. Given the present state much our 
Church life East and West, has not had chance truly hear 
this Gospel. can only understand the Christian claim that 
foreign religion indigenized communal group. the 
tragic situation being confronted with the historical and seculariz- 
ing consequences the coming Christ before has heard about 
the Lord who makes life such conditions hopeful and creative. 
The first point contact then with such non-Christians the free 
word God lived the Christian community. When human 
ings different castes, classes, and racial backgrounds find there 
fellowship which not available the when the human 
ues and beauty the old culture flourish there with new vigor, when 
the Christians there show freedom from themselves and their group 
which expresses itself service and then questions will 
asked out which the dialogue may grow. 

(2) can and should place the disposal our non-Christian 
neighbor the resources our cultural and social self-criticism 


Op. cit., pp. 31-32. 
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Christians. can show him that despite belonging that for- 
midable power complex industry and armament, which until re- 
cently was called imperialism, are unsure ourselves and our 
values, the level our common life, is. Above all can 
more rigorous than any non-Christian our appreciation the 
judgment God the way which our Christian faith has ex- 
pressed itself the life the Church. can appreciate the va- 
lidity the violent attacks Karl Marx and many another secular 
writer the religiously sanctified social order the past. too 
are seeking our self-identity before God the midst revolutionary 
change. Such self-criticism may come shock some Christians 
and seem delivering arguments into the hands their oppo- 
nents. But what are commending our neighbors need 
not Christianity religion but Christ the never failing source 
salvation and new life. are giving the non-Christian courage 
engage the necessary self-criticism and renewal his own cul- 
ture showing him how possible faith for us. 

(3) need step further than this both solidarity and 
discernment. have asked the beginning this section 
whether secular culture possible. the ministry the 
Christian help his non-Christian neighbor step step define 
the outlines this culture with its human goals and limits. When 
others lose courage, for him keep faith that the powers which 
tear society apart can cajoled into order and that relative justice 
between man and man can built without subjecting all men 
the tyranny one world-view religious system. The Christian 
places his Christ-inspired imagination the service his fellowmen 
determine more creative patterns human life together which 
commend themselves then all men. Other ways failing, may 
called demonstrate this faith and imagination self-sacrifice 
and suffering. not substitute for the direct preaching 
the Gospel. rather way doing so. Because all men are 
the hands redeeming God, secular human culture and society 
are possible and creative not only instruments justice and free- 
dom but context within which the claim Christ man can 
best heard and understood. 
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TOMORROW 


Henry Van Dusen 


law life, institutional less than individual, that 
must forward shall certainly backward. More than 
that, the careers persons, institutions and movements 

come decisive forks the road which must taken; and the turn- 
ing those crucial forks determines the direction and development 
for the whole course beyond. There reason think that ecu- 
menical Christianity confronts such determinative fork, complex 
forks. 


one should underestimate the sweep recent Christian out- 
reach. But must recognized that has yet barely touched 
the fringes that vast mass humanity whom still tend speak 
the earth’s populace today professes least formal Christian adher- 
ence. But outside Europe and America, Christians are yet 
numerically insignificant minority. the continents Asia, Af- 
rica, and Oceania, the proportion hardly more than per 
Among the larger and more mature nations the Orient, those 
brought into the Church’s membership seldom exceed per cent. 
The great bulk these peoples still acknowledge allegiance one 
another the non-Christian faiths. Moreover, some the lat- 
ter are manifesting signs revitalization, often reinforced linkage 
with renascent and burgeoning nationalism. Islam, particular, 
today probably more successful evangelizer than Christianity. 

More ominous for the continued advance the Church the 
unchecked spread the Christian faith’s two most powerful rivals 
for the allegiance contemporary secularism and 
self-confident Communism. 


1Cf. World Christian Handbook, 1957, especially the summary statistical tables 170. 
The Editors the Handbook repeatedly warn that these figures are only approximate. 
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Even more far-reaching and more problematical their final out- 
come are the revolutionary changes sweeping the two great conti- 
nents where the World Christian Mission had recorded its most 
notable advances and achieved its greatest strength, Asia and Africa. 

Consider Africa. recently five years ago, Africa stood forth 
the area most promising Christian growth for the immediate 
future. Here the Christian faith had claimed the adherence the 
largest proportion the populations, over per cent. Nowhere 
else did Christian education exert such predominant leadership. 
the vast heart the continent between the Sahara the north 
and the Transvaal the south, between per cent and per cent 
all primary and secondary schooling was Church and mission 
institutions. Even where the new national governments were be- 
ginning assume responsibility for the education their peoples, 
they were building upon solid Christian foundations and were largely 


dependent upon Christian leaders. the first year independence 


Ghana, Prime Minister Nkrumah instituted universal primary 
education almost overnight. asked the British Director Edu- 
cation, who had stepped down secondary position make way 
for the new Ghanaian Minister Education, where they were dis- 
covering teachers man the 2000 new schools. smiled and re- 
plied, “Oh, from the mission schools, course. There other 
Mr. Nkrumah himself testified that every single leader 
the new nation had had his preparation Christian educational 
institutions. 

Then came the catastrophic developments 1960, the Congo 
and beyond. one can possibly foresee whither these revolution- 
ary changes will lead. one can forecast what will their ulti- 
mate effect upon the Christian Churches and their allied agencies. 

comprehensive survey Christian Missions New Year 1949 
carried the caption the Bridgeheads.” ‘The title was well 
chosen. does not imply that there are new and promising 
advances being pushed forward here and there, many different 
points, various parts the world. But the over-all picture 
the Christian World Mission the beginning the second half 
the twentieth century less that triumphant advance than 
that resolute operation. far one can foresee the 
future, that promises its predominant character the days 
ahead. part Christian optimism evade this threatening 
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temper Christian confidence cut the nerve Christian effort. 

The situation areas traditionally Christian needs exposition. 
Commenting upon the fact that the 1949 religious census the 
United States revealed that somewhat over half the population 
are Church members and that their number still increasing more 
rapidly than that the total populace, Samuel McCrea Cavert thus 
summarized situation which certainly not more unfavorable 
most nominally Christian lands: 


tian 
whic! 
teent 
ily 


has never been time American history when large 
who attend public worship regularly other ways participate 
tively the life the Church are far fewer than those who call} whos 
themselves members. Any thoughtful observer would detect 
disturbing discrepancy between the size the Churches and their 
influence American life.” 
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sclou 
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Christians are reluctant admit that the strength and power 
the advance the Church is, appreciable measure, dependent 
upon political economic factors the general life the times. Nati 
But history shows conclusively that One Dr. 
largest services our understanding the logic the expansion their 
Christianity his clear delineation successive epochs itual 
and retreat, and his further conclusion that both progress and 
cession run parallel to, and are vitally influenced by, thus 
surges and retreats the fortunes the cultures and states 
which the Church has become largely identified. Moreover, is} eral 
with the period dominant ascendancy Western Civilization 
more particularly, identifying the year 1914—the beginning 
epoch the Great Wars—as the terminal date that period. 
does not necessarily imply that have already entered upon another Cont 
phase recession, though there sufficient evidence prompt such 
somber judgment. subsequent events should confirm it, the 
Amsterdam Assembly 1948 would appear the perspective dom 
history marking both the culmination century and half lows 
mighty achievement and the terminus that unparalleled epoch. Chri 
any event, the responsible leadership the Christian cause rope 
dismissed blind leaders the blind unless they are prepared and 
contemplate such possibility, and scan the future and lay their fello 
plans for with such possibility clearly view. 
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When turn the prospects for continuing progress Chris- 
tian unity, may gladly recognize once that the tidal currents 
which moved centrifugally for eighteen centuries and then turned 
mysteriously and marvellously toward the beginning the nine- 
teenth century are today continuing flow centripetally with stead- 
ily increasing power and effect. The outlook for progressive ful- 
Christ’s prayer that his followers should all one 
more promising than has ever been before. 

But here, likewise, there are qualifying factors which full ac- 
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stand near the end, perchance just past the end, era 
whose underlying tendencies were centripetal, when the ends the 
earth were becoming conscious one another and when that con- 
was parenting all manner world associations—scientific, 
cultural, educational, political, economic, religious. The attempt, 
twice repeated thirty years, achieve effective world political 
organization, through the League Nations and then the United 
Nations, once the most ambitious and the most significant illus- 
tration. The centripetal currents the life the Churches 
their inception flowed parallel to, they were not wholly the spir- 
itual expression of, wider centripetal tides modern culture. 

principal glory the ecumenical movement that, while 
thus began when trends general culture were almost uniformly 
centripetal, has continued with accelerated strength after the gen- 
eral cultural drift had suffered radical reversal under the pressures 
mighty centrifugal forces which today appear dominate the 
world nations. 

Nevertheless, world rifted division and conflict unpro- 
pitious setting for any effort toward Christian unity global scale. 
Contemporary political tensions have not only spurred Christians 
present more united witness. They have also lifted barriers be- 
tween Christians China, the one hand, and the rest Christen- 
dom. Thus far, heroic determination preserve ecumenical fel- 
lowship has prevented the rising similar barriers between other 
Christians opposite sides the several Central Eu- 
rope and Asia. But long continuance the conflict 
and and its steady exacerbation, would certainly render that 
fellowship increasingly difficult. 

Again, well recall that trends thought tend move 
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logic oscillation from one direction another, often from one 
extreme its opposite. One generation epoch discerns the 
sidedness its predecessor, essential truth overlooked 
those who have gone before, magnifies the neglected truth 
though were Truth itself, and thus gives its whole allegiance 
portion genuine truth with exaggeration onesided that 
from which reaction. The succeeding generation epoch 
likely repeat the process the reverse direction. 

The bearing this inherent dialectic upon our concern ob- 
vious. Christians and their Churches are all too susceptible 
same logic oscillation. may anticipate that ecumenical 
velopments will subject challenge from powerful counter 
encies. Questions will pressed whether this movement Chris. 
tian unity, this ecumenical Christianity, not sweeping too 
and perhaps has already gone too will suggested that unity 
purchased the sacrifice essential principles, that can 
grounded only the insecure foundation least common 
nominator. Some such charge already being whispered where 
not openly declared. 

Now, should admitted that there always some truth 
such reaction. just suggested, powerful trends neglect 
pects familiar and established truth their enthusiasm for 
and previously denied aspects truth newly discovered. 
such inevitable dialectical swing supported dominant 
rents the life and thought the times, may portend opposition 
the movement for Christian unity which has not had face 
the epoch its recent great advance. 

What, then, are the major issues confronting ecumenical Chris- 
tianity this moment transition? Let consider three: (I) 
Problems implicit the transfer leadership from those who 
largely guided the destinies the movement the days its 
jection and early development those officially designated the 
member-Churches for its direction. (2) The relation interde- 
nominationalism and confessionalism, i.e., ecumenism and de- 
nominationalism. (3) The role councils Churches—local, na- 
tional, and world—within ecumenical Christianity. 


Among the closest friends and well-wishers both the World 
Council Churches and the National Council Churches U.S.A. 
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spirited debate now progress. focusses the question 
whether the free and prophetic leadership which played the major 
role both the initiation and the early development these bodies 
can continue with undiminished influence now that the Councils 
have come under the direction the official representatives their 
member-Churches. 

The logical mind would prefer suppose that ecumenical Chris- 
tianity each its two major branches—Christian missions and 
Christian unity—and all levels the direct creation the Churches 
acting through their officially designated and authorized leaders. 
Actually, anyone passingly familiar with the history Christian 
missions knows well how far from the facts such supposition moves. 
The initial impulses the modern missionary movement arose, not 
from within the regular structures the existing Churches and 
under the guidance their accredited officials, but for the most 
part outside those structures and under the leadership men and 
women who, while devout Christians and loyal Church-members, 
were not participants the ecclesiastical hierarchies. 

Very similar have been the origins and early phases the move- 
ment for Christian unity. large measure, they were the creation 
devout Christians and loyal Church-members but persons with- 
out major status and responsibility within their respective ecclesi- 
astical bodies. 

The ecumenical movement, both its American and its world 
organs, stands today moment fateful transition marked the 
transfer responsibility for its direction from the hands rela- 
tively small group men and women pioneering vision, spirit, 
and conviction who brought birth they have 
been dubbed) into the hands very much larger number de- 
nominational officials and spokesmen 
they have been called), many them temperament and habit 
cautious and conservative who had minor part the creation 
the movement, but who now (because its basic character the 
creature its member-Churches) must guide its future. The trans- 
fer responsibility accomplished fact and will not reversed; 
there can return the control the “prophets.” But the 
outcome that transition for the life the ecumenical organiza- 
tions, whether continuing vitality and growth stagnation linger- 
ing death, still determined. Which these alternatives 
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prevail depends whether this transition can effected without 
the by-product which has accompanied many similar transitions 
Christian history—the quiet and gradual but firm elimination 
the most creative minds and courageous wills. 

The method employed secure the presence and participation 
such persons ecumenical conferences either 
members” “consultants.” the regular functioning the 
ecumenical Councils themselves, the same end secured the 
practice opening membership commissions and committees 


persons who are not official delegates the Council, although 


such appointments are normally subject scrutiny and approval 
the Church which each appointee belongs. such com- 
missions and committees that the major part the basic and cre- 
ative thinking and planning takes place. The result logical 
anomaly: much the most important work the Council being 
performed those who are not the officially appointed spokesmen 
the member-Churches; the function the latter with respect 
new developments either thought program largely confined 
review and confirmation. 

This situation inescapably disclosed the annual gathering 


the World Council Churches’ committees. The complex 


meetings which extend over the better part month breaks 
two distinct parts. First, twenty thirty committees and 
mittees charged with planning and supervising every aspect the 
World Council’s multifarious and ever-enlarging program assemble. 


The participants these groups may total 200 250 persons. The 


atmosphere informal and relaxed. Discussion spirited, contro- 
versy uninhibited, ideas and suggestions range widely and freely. 
And from these deliberations emerge the concrete proposals for the 
work the Council’s Divisions and Departments for the period 


immediately ahead. 


Then, most the program-planners depart and the policy-deter- 
mining Central Committee the World Council convenes. 
composed official representatives the member-Churches 
rounded 100-150 consultants, observers, visitors, staff, etc. The 


setting necessarily official and formal. large deliberative 


body, genuine discussion limited and often ponderous, contro- 
versy minimal, attention focusses for the most part upon vast 
accumulation administrative matters and upon critical review 
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proposals coming from the many preliminary meetings which 
have just adjourned. 

For example, St. Andrews, Scotland, August, 1960, the meet- 
ing the Central Committee was preceded fewer than 
divisional, departmental, and other preparatory committee meetings, 
plus very important consultation Evangelism Bossey July 
which not included the figures which follow. The roll those 
attendance upon these gatherings (not including wives, husbands, 
children, and friends) was 432, whom were staff. the 343 
participants other than staff, 250 came for the preliminary meetings 
the first fortnight. The attendance the Central Committee 
itself totalled 146. Thus, there was overlap persons who 
were present throughout, whom some were Central Committee 
members and about many were consultants, visitors, etc. 

one who has had the privilege over number years sit- 
ting successively these two types World Council gatherings 
could fail impressed, and depressed, the contrast. can 
recorded with confidence that the participants the program- 
planning committees and sub-committees report each year increas- 
ingly exciting and rewarding experience. must added that 
number the most faithful and valued members the policy- 
determining Central Committee confess privately their deepening 
concern and apprehension over what they believe steadily 
increasing formalism, conservatism, and unreality the Central 
Committee’s procedures from year year. 

the National Council Churches the U.S.A.—and doubt- 
less other countries also—this issue appears somewhat different 
form. The very large membership the National Council’s Gen- 
eral Board makes possible more numerous and more diversified 
denominational representation; and the officers several the 
member-Churches have been pains assure participation 
some their younger and more forward-looking men and women. 
the other hand, the very size and complexity the National 
Council tend aggravate the inherent tendency all ecclesiastical 
bodies toward ponderous procedures and cautious decisions. 

have called attention the logical anomaly the present 
situation. But the issue involved much larger and more general 
than indicated. the role independent, progressive, and some- 
times radical individuals and groups within movements which are 
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preponderantly ecclesiastical structure and control. 
cally the age-old tension between the prophetic and the priestly ele- 
ments within the Church Christ. Can Ecumenical Christianity 
its various expressions learn the manifest lesson Christian his- 
tory and bold enough insist that the tension shall not “re- 
(almost always, the past, through the dominance the 
ecclesiastical and the suppression emasculation the prophetic) 
but rather that the testing and painful tension shall deliberately 
maintained provision for equal participation and equal influence 
both wings the Church? 


The relation interdenominationalism and denominationalism 
concerns the Christian World Mission and the movement for Chris- 
tian unity equally. Indeed, this concern which they hold 
common and which united thought and uniform policy are 
urgent imperative. 

Here, what taking place story all too familiar those ac- 
quainted with Christian history. Clear across the earth and every 
level, advance interdenominationalism has been followed re- 
surgent denominationalism. The growth world ecumenism and 
its organizational expression the several world ecumenical bodies 
has led, all unwittingly and unwillingly, the emergence world 
confessionalism, or, sometimes misnamed, De- 
nominationalism.”’ 

important recall that this not the first instance this 
paradoxical cause-and-effect sequence the modern period. has 
occurred least twice before within the past century and half, 
direct consequence the rise the two earlier and most powerful 
resurgences spiritual vitality within Christendom modern times, 
the two developments which were the principal precursors present- 
day ecumenical Christianity—Christian missions and the Student 
Christian Movements. 

The events most generally recognized marking the beginning 
the modern missionary impulse toward Christian unity either 


side the Atlantic were the founding the London Missionary 


Society 1795 and the American Board Commissioners for 


Foreign Missions 1810. Neither was, strictly speaking, 
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origin individual Christians different communions, not of- 
ficial action their Church bodies. But, for number years, 
each served the agency through which several denominations dis- 
charged their missionary obligations and dispatched missionaries for 
service abroad. The later effect each, however, was quicken 
within these denominations deepening conviction missionary 
responsibility prompting them initiate societies within 
their several Churches. Ultimately, both the London Missionary 
Society and the American Board virtually lost their original non- 
denominational character one after another the participating 
denominations created its own mission board, withdrew from non- 
denominational and threw its strength into its own mis- 
sionary society. Richey Hogg has pointed out, rising de- 
nominational consciousness and vigor the nineteenth century, 

Again, toward the end the nineteenth century, fresh vitality 
flowed into the Churches and the missionary enterprise through the 
birth the Student Christian Movements. They likewise were 
not. interdenominational but rather nondenominational charac- 
ter, sponsored and supported individual Christians many com- 
munions but not initially the Churches themselves. Again, the 
earlier pattern was reénacted: the example the pioneering non- 


denominational Student Movements goaded the denominations 


launch student work their own; witness the burgeoning Wesley 
and Westminster Foundations, Luther, Canterbury, and Pilgrim So- 
cieties, etc. the United States, and the present powerful trend to- 
ward world denominational student organizations. And again, 
denominations imitated the Christian Associations sponsoring 
rival student societies, strength was sapped from the nondenomina- 
tional pathfinders with palpable and lamentable weakening not only 
ecumenical experience and training but also the prophetic 
vision and pioneering effort which had been generated within the 
nondenominational fellowships. 

might have been forecast, therefore, that the rise the world- 
wide ecumenical movement these latter years would quickly lead 
accentuated denominational consciousness, organization, and ac- 
tivity world scale. Just this has happened. 

From this historic pattern, now thrice repeated, what lessons may 


Richey Hogg, Ecumenical Foundations, 14. 
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drawn? First, contrary common assumption, the pioneering 
advances the Christian cause modern times have not sprung 
from revitalized Churches; the cause-and-effect relationship has been 
the reverse. Second, due time the denominations have imitated 
the ecumenical example. Third, the domestication within the de- 
nominations impulses which were initially nondenominational 
has, generally speaking, broadened the scope but diminished the pro- 
phetic vision and power these impulses. Fourth, resurgent de- 
nominationalism, whether missions among students the 
world front, has tended sap the vitality, dull the cutting edge, and 
retard the fulfillment true ecumenism. 

Clearly what stake this issue the long view the pat- 
tern the Church Christ the future. Concretely, shall the 
united Churches Christ which have already taken form half 


dozen the most advanced Church areas acknowl- 


edged forerunners the normative Christian Church tomor- 
row? shall the pattern historic denominationalism, through 
the instrumentality world organizations, halt the multiplication 
normative Churches throughout the world, and even, though 
doubtless not deliberately, strain not shake the existing pathfinders? 


There contradiction the heart the conciliar development 
itself which cries for correction. truism ecumenical his- 
tory that, broadly speaking, the modern development Christian 
unity almost every aspect has gone forward faster and farther 
the world level than the national level, faster and farther the 
national than the local level. ‘Today, Christian unity most ad- 
vanced and strongest where one would expect unity most 
cult achieve and maintain—on the world scene; least vital where 
should easiest and inevitable—in villages and towns and cities. 
The reality Christian unity truer the world Church than 
Churches within nations; truer national Church bodies than 
local congregations. probably not exaggeration say that 
the leaders world ecumenicity know one another more intimately, 
trust one another more fully, and codperate with each other more 
effectively than Church officers different denominations within 
most nations; and that the latter know each other more intimately, 
trust each other more fully, and join mind and hand and act far 
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more continuously and effectively than the ministers their sev- 
eral denominations within most local communities. 

many countries, National Councils Churches, called into 
being after and often direct response the example the World 
Council are still pitifully weakling bodies. Their rightful place 
and functions both within the Church life their respective coun- 
tries and relation the several world ecumenical bodies have 
still discovered and defined. part, this the inevitable re- 
sult the basic principle organization the World Council, that 
its membership consists autonomous national Churches. 
tably, officers these Churches have recognized more commanding 
duty render ecumenical service the world level than within 
their own nations. some instances, confront the anomaly 
participation national Church within the World Council with- 
out the acceptance that Church any responsibility whatever 
fulfill within its own country the obligations Christian 
tion and unity relation its Churches the 
World Council from the same nation. 

When turn ecumenical relationships within local commu- 
nities, most countries and communities the realization local 
ecumenicity has hardly begun. One can cite from personal 
edge not two three but scores instances where the titular heads 
national Churches (i.e., denominations) work day and day out 
the closest and most demanding collaboration though they were 
truth co-officers the universal Church Christ, while the local 
representatives those same denominations countless cities and 
towns, whatever their personal associations fellow-citizens, have 
virtually relationships with one another Christians and church- 
men. Here perhaps the most flagrant, certainly the most 
inexcusable, illustration the our the con- 
temporary life Christ’s Church. Dr. Visser Hooft has de- 
clared: most important witness the Christian Church its 
local witness. must think very especially its role 
given village city its privilege demonstrate the spot 
what true human solidarity sure, this passage, 
how much truer his statement are thinking 
the Church witness Christ’s universal Church. This contra- 


Visser Hooft, The Renewal the Church, 116. 
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diction between genuine and effective ecumenicity the world and 
national levels the one hand and unmodified and often unre- 
pented particularism and denominationalism the “grass 
goes far make mockery our professions Christian unity. 
cannot will not make the effort learn know one an- 
other and work actively and worship worthily Christian breth- 
ren where people live and where the Church Christ has its foun- 
dational reality, much the talk ecumenicity the stratosphere 
world gatherings and world bodies will strike outsiders the 
veriest pretense, not hypocrisy. Dare attempt refute their 
disdain? More than that, how long can world ecumenicity endure 
without sound and secure rootage local communities? 

These things ought not be. Unless the whole ecumenical de- 
velopment succeeds effecting Christian unity local communities 
the very near future, will become infected with larger measure 
unreality than now prevails. For the pretension Christian 
unity world national scale while Christians and Churches 
communities continue unreconstructed division and distance 
palpable even unrecognized insincerity. the kind pretense 
which sours the souls alike men and institutions. Such unreality 
and insincerity may presage stagnation and ultimate futility for na- 
tional and world ecumenicity. 

summary, our day cries for the clear envisioning, and then 
the resolute achievement, new stage the advance Christian 
unity that brings our eyes sharply focus upon the life Christians 
and their Churches local communities—the realization 
roots worthy and effective Christian unity here, 
where Christ’s people live and work and where they will fulfill 
deny the reality their membership within the one Church 
Christ, the true Church Christ. 

The ecumenical imperative for tomorrow bring the fact 
Christian unity more fully and worthily realization here—in 
villages and towns and cities. goal the ecumenical impera- 
tive for tomorrow nothing less than: the demonstration within 
communities the reality the body Christ. 
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cepts have played prominent part. They are unity and con- 

tinuity. Far too often has been assumed that these are simple 
and self-explanatory concepts. point fact they are extremely 
complex and cover very wide range images. 

There the widest possible difference between the unity 
cannon-ball and that family. again between that single 
living organism—say dog—and that corporate body—say na- 
tion. use the word unity freely relation each these 
entities but obviously with multiplicity connotations. speak- 
ing unity the first importance make clear what kind 
unity contemplated. assuming that the unity the Church 
desirable and indeed essential imperative that the sense 
which this unity being conceived should most carefully defined. 

The same general comments apply the notion continuity. 
have not the historical knowledge state when the term continuity 
first began used freely ecclesiastical discussions but suspect 
that was not long before the beginning the century. Before 
that time the terms and were certainly 
used—even early St. Irenaeus. But each these terms carries 
within certain element discontinuity. There handing 
over from one another, there the death one and the succes- 
sion another. other words there discontinuity within con- 
tinuity. But within this century least, there has arisen certain 
quarters great concern about continuity and perpetuity. Where, 
wonder, does this concern find its origins? seems that 
must the main traced the emergence two notable disci- 
plines which gained ever-increasing attention during the nineteenth 
century. They were the disciplines universal history and bio- 
logical science. 


all recent discussions the nature the Church two con- 


Men had carried historical and scientific studies long before 
the nineteenth century, but now new and amazing ways fresh 
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knowledge the world’s past came flooding from all kinds 
sources and the same time new discoveries concerning the struc- 
ture the universe, physical and biological, were constantly being 
made. Students found themselves caught enthusiastic 
quest for continuous record man’s past. would compare 


the information which could derived from literature, 


tions, archaeological remains, anthropological survivals, etc. And 
using careful critical methods they would succeed establish- 
ing reliable record the course history. They would set forth 
the whole story man’s life earth massive narrative which 
the connections between succeeding events could clearly seen 
and the continuity one great unfolding development could 
clearly discerned. 

Similarly the biological sciences. Gradually the prospect 
opened being able describe all life terms one prin- 
ciple—the principle evolution. was fascinating idea that 
from the far distant origins creation life had gone evolving 
from lower higher forms, from simpler more complex organi- 
zations, without any radical breaks discontinuities. All the time 
indeed death had claimed its victims, both individuals and species. 
But then death was part the process. was some way con- 
nected with the emergence sustenance new forms life. 
other words the total order biological life could viewed one 
vast continuity, and all known phenomena the most brilliant ex- 
ample rich continuity was living organism. 

Thus the beginning this century two notable concepts were 
gripping the general imagination. They were those the con- 
tinuity society history and the continuity organism 
nature. not surprising that men began consider more 
carefully the nature and structure the Church they should use 
each these notions continuity interpret what they 
tively felt vital aspect the Church’s existence. the 
Roman Church indeed the use such notions was severely frowned 
upon. Continuity could only mean authoritative seat gov- 
ernment and essential body dogma which had remained rock- 
like and unchanging through all the storm and stress historical 
circumstances. Any idea historical development organismic 
growth were quite unacceptable except matters quite 
circumferential kind. the center there was unbroken con- 
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tinuity authoritative changelessness. Similarly fundamentalist 
Protestantism (however the term fundamentalist defined) there 
was the conviction that the only kind continuity that could 
entertained was the continuity given Scripture which had re- 
mained intact and unshakable through the centuries and whose 
authority governed the Church every detail its life. 

Within more liberal types Catholicism and Protestantism, how- 
ever, the newer concepts continuity were eagerly studied and soon 
employed. Anglicanism both ideas were congenial. Apart from 
the relatively short period the Civil War, England enjoyed cen- 
turies continuous social and political life. The chief institutions 
—the monarchy, parliament, the judiciary, the territorial parish— 
seemed possess the secret survival through changing conditions 
and was least arguable that the Church England had main- 
tained like historical continuity over more than millennium. 
More subtle minds sought theological explanation continuity 
terms taken from the structure living organisms. Was not 
the the altogether definitive description the Church pro- 
vided the New Testament? Could not the Church therefore 
regarded living organism which might suffer damage from 
time time and might develop new growths from time time 
but whose basic and essential structure would remain entirely con- 
tinuous from beginning end? 

Other Reformed Churches have paid less attention these as- 
pects continuity than has the Church England. But they 
have not been indifferent continuity. some cases they have 
seen continuity essential mission. Wherever the study 
history reveals Church concerned with redemptive mission, there 
the true Church Jesus Christ for continuous with him who 
said, Father hath sent even send other 
cases they have seen continuity doctrinal formulation. 
Wherever men listen the Word God, there the continuity 
pure doctrine renewed. Wherever Church concerned with 
the essential Gospel there continuous with the band apos- 
tolic men who were commissioned into all the world and 
preach the Gospel. Continuity then has been sought and still 
being sought under varying forms. Our first task any discussion 
discover what the concept continuity really means the 
minds those who are using ecclesiological context. 
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There is, think, wide agreement today about the general con- 
tinuity the Christian Church with the people God the Old 
Covenant. indeed recognized that there were often grievous 
defections Israel and the number those retaining lively faith 
God was often exceedingly small. But those within the cove- 
nant (normally sealed circumcision) constituted the people 
God, and the Old Testament the abiding witness the continuity 
that people’s life. 

When turn examine the New Testament, however, are 
confronted certain radical and far-reaching discontinuities. 
the point when Jesus’ own people had rejected him and his own 
disciples had forsaken him and fled, appeared that only the Mes- 
siah himself represented the true people God and even was 
shortly pass through death. Again when the break finally came 
between Judaism and the Christian Church—when the synagogue 
was abandoned for the house-church, when the Jewish elders were 
Christian elders, when circumcision was superseded 
baptism and the Passover the Lord’s Supper—it seemed that dis- 
continuity rather than continuity was the dominant aspect the 
new dispensation God. 

Yet the Christian Church was still the people God, 
edged the Messiah Lord, embraced the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, held worship forms belonging the synagogue, 
maintained pattern organization many ways parallel that 
the Jewish ecclesia. may claimed that continuity 
prominent discontinuity the relation between the people 
God under the Old Covenant and the people God under the New. 
Some would claim more prominent, others perhaps But that 
there least some degree continuity within the age-long life 
the people God few would dispute. 

Much the same may said the life the Church over the 
last 1900 years. Often the number those maintaining what could 
called true pure faith may have been relatively small. 
have been corruption, defection, heresy, and schism. Yet bap- 
tism innumerable individuals have been incorporated into the peo- 
ple the New Covenant and thereby continuity has been 
maintained. Even the Roman Catholic Church admits that bap- 
tism the Triune whomsoever may administered, 
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brings the recipient into the Body Christ. there im- 
pressive general continuity the people God spite the fact 


that there are many different communions, each maintaining its own 
right called some exceptional sense the Church Jesus 


Christ and each regarding those bodies with which not full 


communion some way defective. 


What then are the criteria which one Church claims fuller 
measure continuity than another? the main they are those 
which relate the ministry. 


After examining the doctrinal emphases various Christian com- 
munions, have come the conclusion that their conceptions 
the nature and function the ministry may summed under 
four headings. The ministry expected supply: (1) pastoral 
authority, (2) sacramental competence, (3) doctrinal guardianship, 
and (4) evangelistic leadership. one communion one those 
requirements may emphasized almost another, 
one requirement may regarded essential, the others desir- 
able. still another, the attempt may made give due em- 
phasis all four. 

When the question continuity arises relation the min- 
istry there always concern show that the ministry any par- 
ticular instance continuous with that Christ himself. Thus 
when claimed that the ministry possesses pastoral authority 
matters faith and morals, inferred that continuing 
the authority which Christ possessed Law-giver and Lord. When 
again urged that the ministry meant provide leadership 
the task preaching salvation lost and sinful men inferred 
that continuing the mission Christ seek and save that which 
was lost. Continuity worth little nothing itself. Its value 
lies its capacity establish direct relationship with Christ. 

But can such direct continuity claimed for any particular 
form the ministry today? his work Ruler, Teacher, Saviour 
directly continuous way any recognized ministry? 
Let consider for example the sphere pastoral authority and 
Church government. Can the papal form establish claim di- 
rect continuity over against the episcopal? Can the presbyteral 
form establish its claim over against the congregational? 
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appeal made the work the historian, would bold 
man who dared claim that there unmistakable evidence that 
any one these forms can traced back continuously the Lord 
himself. There are too many gaps, too much uncertainty about the 
precise meaning episcopos and presbyteros the New Testament 
documents for there even strong probability the continu. 
ity particular form purely the grounds reliable historical 
evidence. then appeal made the work the sociologist and 
the question raised whether the rule single man 
college counsel popular assembly has proved the 
most effective and therefore the most likely grounded 
divinely ordained social order humanity, certain answer can 
given the question. sure evidence that any one 
these forms has unbroken continuity any society—often they 
are combined some form dialectical relationship, and far 
government, whether secular sacred society, concerned 
must conclude that one form can claim any final continuity. 
thority essential but its form must adjusted particular times 
and circumstances. The one insistent testimony both history and 
sociology that danger always arises when authority concen- 
trated one exclusive institution constitution. The only con- 
tinuity which valid and healthy the continuity dialectical 
lationship through which any earthly embodiment authority can 
always challenged look beyond itself the seat transcendent 
authority from which its own existence entirely derived. 

For another example let look the requirement doctrinal 
guardianship. possible safeguard the purity the witness 
the divine revelation establishing continuity testimony 
going back the Apostles the second century 
was claimed that those who had been followers the Apostles, 
whether directly through occupying apostolic sees, could safe- 
guard purity doctrine way which none others could. the 
sixteenth century was claimed that those who were followers 
the Apostles reason their careful study and conformity 
apostolic writings could safeguard purity doctrine their own 
particular age. And the twentieth century has been claimed 
that direct link with the apostolic kerygma the foundation 
sound doctrine and that safeguard kerygma the essential task 
truly apostolic ministry. 
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But there any greater hope certainty finality this area 
than the other which considered? There the notorious 
disentangling the Gospel Jesus from the Gospel about 
Jesus. the constantly recurring question about the rela- 
tionship between the Gospel contained the synoptics and that 
contained the fourth Gospel. There the distinction between 
the apostolic kerygma and the apostolic didache, the separation 
kerygma from myth, the differentiation between apostolic witness 
and the verba the Lord himself. 

Such matters cannot determined deciding that one particu- 
lar order ministry has direct continuity with the Lord himself 
and therefore able, individually collectively, give unques- 
tionable guidance what and what not the true Gospel. Most 
certainly ministry which brings bear such questions the 
weight its own tradition and inheritance, its knowledge the 
past, its criteria judgment derived from the experience earlier 
teachers, can speak with far greater authority than any ministry 
which sits lightly the past and attempts apply general Christian 
principles contemporary situations. the other hand min- 
istry which claims unquestionable continuity with apostolic teach- 
ing and seeks apply this teaching dogmatic way the issues 
its own time occupying false position and one which ultimately 
militates against the Gospel God making its proper impact upon 
contemporary life. 

Provisionally then conclude that the people God all times 
requires ministry providing the four qualities detailed the be- 
ginning this section. ‘There should unceasing concern for 
continuity with the ministry the Apostles themselves but any ex- 
cessive claim direct and unchallengeable continuity should 
viewed not only with suspicion but even with apprehension. Con- 
tinuity can purchased too great cost. Yet may asked 
the situation not rather different one the areas which 
sought define—that sacramental competence? This question 
demands and deserves separate consideration. 


The question sacramental competence may stated thus. 
particular form ministry essential sacraments are ef- 
fectively validly rightly (it matters little what term chosen) 


316 THEOLOGY TODAY 


administered? And must there unbroken continuity sac. 
ramental life Church claiming apostolic the fullest sense? 

During the past half century Anglican thinkers have tended 
focus attention more and more upon the Church living organ- 
ism, having its own essential form and maintaining its own 
ous life. The Church, urged, being the Body Christ, must 
have enduring form and must continually receive nourishment 
for its enduring life. has been freely spoken the extension 
the Incarnation and its ministry “the perpetuation the re- 
demptive mission the Son Its own life preserved 
fullness health regular involvement the sacramental 
mysteries. 

The whole subject sacramental continuity complicated 
the fact that defended sometimes Biblical, sometimes 
philosophical grounds. Obviously the Bible refers classes min- 
isters who possessed competence religious matters which was 
denied others. According the Old Testament records, the 
priests and Levites performed specialized duties and enjoyed cor- 
responding privileges. Temple, the sanctuary, and the altar 
were set apart holy places and sacrifices were offered continuously. 
general sense there was continuity sacramental life Israel 
though there were periods when was virtually impossible main- 
tain because foreign invasion and heathen desecration, and there 
were also periods when corruption was rife that the question had 
asked whether the sacrament could any longer regarded 
divine ordinance. 

How far then can claimed that the New Covenant was sacra- 
mentally continuous with the Old that was ever intended that 
the religious structures the New should patterned upon those 
the Old? These are immensely complicated theological questions 
and weighty considerations can put forward either side. 
least must allowed that New Covenant must make distinct 
break with Old. And further must said that the New 
Testament does not give any large prominence temple 
altar continuing sacrifice under the new dispensation. fact 
few are the references that not surprising that advocates 
sacramental continuity have given chief attention the sacramental 
ministry itself. There can little reasonable doubt that apos- 
tolic ministry was established the Lord carry his particular 
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work, and admitted that he, the Great Priest, offered the 
perfect sacrifice then can urged that the apostolic ministry had 
one its functions perpetuate his priestly ministry and ex- 
tend his sacrificial activity. 

But such considerations alone are not sufficient validate the 
conception continuing priestly ministry offering regular and 
unceasing sacramental sacrifices. Granted that the disciples con- 
tinued break the bread his memorial, granted that the Lord’s 
Supper became regular part the worship-life newly established 
Churches, still not possible make out case 
grounds alone for apostolic ordination (either from apostle 
himself from his successor sacramentally commissioned) being 
sine qua non for valid eucharist. 

authorization for such idea has been sought again and again 
wider philosophical considerations. And because the two main 
strands philosophical thought Christendom until roughly two 
centuries ago have been the Platonic and the Aristotelian, find 
that these have supplied the essential support theologians who 
have stood within what they believed direct sacramental 
continuity and have then sought justify its necessity ra- 
tional grounds. the whole Platonism, throughout the history 
Christendom, has supported more liberal interpretation 
continuity while Aristotelianism has been more precise and ex- 
clusive. modern times the philosophies Kant and Hegel 
have undergirded more moderate versions continuity among 
Protestants while the followers Locke and Kierkegaard have laid 
little emphasis upon continuity all. 

systems derived from Plato and Aristotle there has always been 
deep concern with the material order and with the question 
how “spirit” can related it. Early the life the Church 
its teachers claimed that through his incarnation the Son God 
had taken matter and redeemed making from within the 
perfect self-offering the Father. But this redemptive mission 
the Son needed perpetuated the life the Church and this, 
was claimed, became possible through the creation sacramental 
ministry empowered continue the redeeming work. taking 
things earth and lifting them heaven the priest could 
instrumental sanctifying the material and consecrating di- 
vine uses. 


fej 


318 THEOLOGY TODAY 


Those standing the Platonic tradition never saw the 


tal order too rigidly defined. best, earthly forms were more 
than symbolic representations heavenly realities and pos- 
sible conceive small variations essential form without thereby 
invalidating the principle symbolic relation. the other hand 
the Aristotelian tradition, form was more clearly defined. The 
end was already the beginning and there could departure 
from essential form once had been established. The question 
always remained: What the essential form, whether Church, 
ministry, sacrament? But once form had been defined there 
was little possibility any kind full recognition other bodies 
which did not appear show the same essential structure. 

Within Anglicanism, for example, until quite recently the Pla- 
tonic outlook dominated and this made possible men such 
Temple, Quick, and Rawlinson, firm but conciliatory attitude 
matters reunion. They were willing allow that their own 
ministry did not represent the perfect form and that they stood 
gain fresh insights through relationship with other ministries. 
the other hand the writings Thornton, Dix, and Kirk there 
the constant search for the essential form which can provide the 
mark true continuity and the testing instrument validity. Any 
system which lacks the essential form cannot hope develop to- 
wards the true end unless prepared back first the es- 
sential beginning. 

Those who accept either these general organic frameworks find 
much support them the Biblical image the Body. This 
image employed the Lord himself the institution the 
Eucharist. also employed St. Paul referring the com- 
mon life the Church. Surely there given form both for the 
Eucharist and for the Church itself. And not this form the es- 
sential constituent organic continuity? Modern biological sci- 
ence has analyzed the way which every living organism has its 
own particular telos incorporated from the beginning within its 
structure. Does not this show that God’s order every organism 
structured this way with continuous life from beginning 
end? And must not this true the divine organism, the Church, 
which the Body Christ and which particular ministry may 
well constitute the essential form? 
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Those who are satisfied with organismic philosophy total 
interpretation reality find relatively easy build unified 
sacramental system governed principles continuity. But those 
who find serious difficulties committing themselves such sys- 
tem, because the great and manifold discontinuities which cry out 
for recognition their world, must seek some other way unifying 
their experience. Some have found the discontinuities painfully 
obvious that they have seen way discovering any unity except 
when particular group compelled find its own common life 
through the challenge new pressure from outside. Others have 
found the glory life its discontinuities: the only possibility 
true existence for the individual cut off from the support 
all communal associations and relate himself the ultimate 
through total act faith. 

But for those who are prepared accept continuities and discon- 
tinuities being alike within the providence God there opens 
the possibility dialectical system which can never closed 
but which provides dynamic framework for the organization 
human life. evident that continuities play dominant and 
stabilizing part the individual and social life all organisms. 
Insofar the Church society men and women, all whom 
derive their distinctive life from him who the source life, 
bound possess continuities form and structure such 
ministry, verbal tradition, liturgy, calendar, pattern sacra- 
mental action. But insofar the Church society men and 
women all whom are still flesh and blood and are daily rela- 
tionship with the secular order—its systems political power, eco- 
nomic struggle, and social grouping—and are constantly under the 
challenge changing historical conditions, bound possess 
discontinuities form and structure. 

not know any Church within Christendom which could 
claim that had preserved perfect balance between continuity 
and discontinuity. Life does not behave that way. Rather 
see persistent dialectical movement which continuities are con- 
stantly challenged ask ultimate questions about their own basis 
permanence, discontinuities are always required vindicate their 
demand for change. the last resort, the balance favor con- 
tinuity or, shall say, the initiative favor continuity must 
surely assumed the believing Christian. For confessing the 
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coming Christ, his life and death and resurrection, the Christian 
the greatest initiative all time, the turning the 
scales against all that would disrupt and destroy. But such con- 
fession can never release the Christian from the dialectical character 
history and even the structure the universe. the begin- 
ning the end. But also true that the end the beginning. 

suspicious the unbroken continuities which many theo- 
logians have found the sacramental life the Church. believe 
that they can only validated appeal philosophy which 
seems open grave criticism. thankful for the im- 
pressive continuities which belong the life and structure the 
Church, but cannot believe that any one these continuities has 
absolute validity. Indeed believe that any one them can 
remain sound and healthy only continues engage dia- 
lectical exercise with some other and different form not only 
speech but also sacramental activity. And that means some form 
intercommunion wider than theological interchange. Conversa- 
tions may and should help the task discriminating between the 
temporary and the abiding, the expedient and the essential, the 
periodic and the continuous the ongoing life the Body 
Christ. But togetherness sacramental action also desirable 
and even necessary the process may forward submitting 
all earthly forms question order that the things which need 
not shaken may abide. 
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INCE first announced nearly year ago, the so-called “Blake 
Proposal” for new united Church has been widely and hotly 
discussed with the prospect much more discussion yet 

This essay, from country parson interested such mat- 
ters, modest contribution (he hopes) the light rather than the 
heat that accompanying the debate. ‘To speak one visibly cath- 
olic Church say perhaps provocative way what the argument 
all about. 


all odds the most bristling question that arises when such pro- 
posal advanced is: How would one visibly catholic Church 
structured? This question among Protestants immediately raises 
“the scandal issue has proven thus far 
the great stone stumbling most ecumenical discussions. 
schemes which have succeeded have generally done being able 
come grips with this problem; those schemes which have foun- 
dered, such the recent talks between the Churches England and 
Scotland, have stumbled this problem. Another indicator the 
enormity this issue may seen the amazing proportion cler- 
ical switches from non-episcopal Churches Churches maintaining 
the historic episcopate. Surely the fact that half the clergy the 
Protestant Episcopal Church has come from other denomina- 
tions fact worth pondering, especially the light the equally 
astonishing fact that one rarely hears the reverse. 
would probably going too far declare this one-way ecclesiastical 
traffic direct sign divine Providence, not too much say 


1The occasion for the “Proposal” was sermon preached (Dec. 1960) Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, Stated Clerk the General Assembly the United Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., Grace Episcopal Cathedral, San Francisco, the invitation Bishop James 
Pike. The utterance was timed coincide with the opening the General Assembly 
the National Council Churches Christ, and the suggestions for unity involved, addi- 
tion the Episcopal and Presbyterian Churches, the Methodist, and the United Church 
Christ, with provision made for extending the list. Dr. Blake has made clear that 
unhappy about the label “Blake Proposal”; but the name has stuck and serves identify 
and distinguish this proposal for unity from others. 
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that sign restlessness throughout the Protestant world for 
some adjustment traditional positions this matter. 

This conjoined our ecclesiastical scene with remarkable 
rise the non-episcopal traditions pseudo-bishops. Already 
there has been extensive development Presbyterianism the 
extra-constitutional office General Presbyter Presbytery Ex- 
ecutive. Field secretaries, synodical presidents, ministerium chair- 
men, all are gradually developing practically every corner the 
Protestant Churches America, say nothing the 
and the Methodist Church’s system Bishops 
and Superintendents. These officials are all quietly (and very often 
entirely unconsciously and innocently) assuming the traditional 
powers and privileges the Episcopate: oversight congregations, 
examination and direction candidates for orders, ordination and 
licensure the same, inter-Church negotiations, ministering min- 
isters, and direction larger Church agencies. 

all this most interesting note that the Presbyterian 
tradition, which assume rock-ribbed anti-episcopalian, the 
initial system Scottish Church Order included all the functions 
the old Catholic Episcopate office known 
ent” which John Knox wrote into his First Book Discipline (1561). 
the Very Reverend Charles Warr says this document, 
not Presbyterian, now understand the term. retained 
hierarchy, and the designation Bishop gave way that Super- 
intendent, the system set was more Episcopal than Presbyterian, 

These shreds contemporary and historical experience would 
seem indicate that some form episcopal order 
the Church. Could bold therefore insist that any 
visibly catholic Church, such inevitable! This suggested not 
solely the strength these shreds evidence, however, but 
rather much more important basis. Surely the most expressive 
and feasible way setting forth the visible catholicity the local 
congregation for closely related fairly local bishop. 
The Methodist episcopal system has long way attain this, 
and the Protestant Episcopal Church would also have some more 
localizing do. What contemplated regional groupings 
Churches city county basis wherein bishop council 


Warr, Charles L., The Presbyterian Tradition, London, 1933, 290. 
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bishops would close the congregations, known them and 
them, and fully accepted and acceptable all the Churches their 
charge. 

Such episcopacy would necessity have historically re- 
lated. would have elected office, though thoroughly 
stable, and one vested with considerable authority congregations 
(one remembers the propensity American congregations squab- 
ble internally), and also between congregations (remembering that 
episcopacy free draw upon the riches episcopal practice 
not, the United Church South India. And such epis- 
copacy could form national synod, together with houses laity 
and parochial clergy, supervise—again, with some authority—any 
program executive emphasis. But above all else, this would 
episcopacy that would become the focus the catholicity, the visible 
catholicity, which the signs the times, seems imperative 
for the Church our own day and time. 


Having proceeded this far into the specifics polity, let once 
enter disclaimer. has perhaps entered the reader’s mind that 
what here being urged could accomplished rather quickly 
simple submission the Protestant Episcopal Church. This not 
the case. the first place must remembered that the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church the moment one denomination alongside 
many others and, virtue this fact, party the present dis- 
order the Household God. Like all the rest her Protestant 
sisters she has stood little too fixedly upon her own distinctiveness 
even though, again like all the rest her Protestant sisters, her own 
history affords precedent for inter-Protestant communion and fellow- 
ship (such Anglican relations with the French and Scottish Re- 
formed Churches the early seventeenth century). 

not the errors history the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
however, which constitute reasons for rejection submission therein 
rather the excellencies and heritage some her sisters the faith. 
most broadminded Episcopalians are glad admit, God has 
most certainly blessed the ministries and life other than Episcopal 
Churches, especially with the gifts evangelical and Biblical preach- 
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ing also with the grace warmth heart, dedication renewal 
the social order, and understanding the priesthood the 
laity and its part the constitutional government the Church. 
These are not charismata overlooked, and although all are 
found some extent within the fellowship the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, cannot said that they flourish there other com- 
munions. graces are the fruit years human devotion 
within certain frameworks Church structure and, above all, the 
deliberate will the Holy Spirit favor his people with “diversities 
would sin against the Holy Spirit legislate 
negotiate away these years devotion structures within which 
these excellencies grew. Hence hasten say, submission the 
Protestant Episcopal Church not the answer our ecumenical ills. 

What need local episcopacy, which shall the embodi- 
ment inclusive catholicity, bring into one fellowship—pri- 
marily local—the great richness the fabric the Body Christ. 
This should something worth getting excited about, and pro- 
posal which, though full accord and sympathy with that 
Dr. Blake, perhaps moves step further, both theory and 


practice. 


Let turn another matter: How would the structure such 
catholic Church avoid the dangers pretension and sterility? 
This real problem, one that has be-deviled the life the Church 
since apostolic times. have sinned and come short the glory 
God,” and none this great temptation those who hold 
their hands ecclesiastical power. ways must found 
prevent Church leaders and authorities from being led into too 
much temptation. This indeed was large issue the sixteenth 
century Reformation. But beneath even greater matter 
principle equal importance with Scandal Episcopacy.” 
Just the piety the Episcopal Churches, its best, trusts its Bish- 
ops, fallible though they may be, the piety the non-episcopal 
Churches, its best, trusts its lack bishops. Both these forms 
faith are rooted trust the power the Holy Spirit; which 
interesting fact which shall return. 

Our contention that the Protestant principle this point 
mere expediency, making the most bad situation. its 
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more recent and sophisticated form will found the writings 
Barth very faith-full and very suspicious not 
alone bishops and popes but “religion” and 
Bonhoeffer confided friend that wondered “how can Christ 
become the Lord even those with religion? religion 
more than the garment Christianity then what religion- 
ular fashion what way are religionless and secu- 
lar sense Christians, what way are the Ekklesia, ‘those who are 
called forth,’ not conceiving ourselves religiously specially favored, 
but wholly belonging the world. Then Christ longer 
object religion, but something quite different; indeed and truth 
the Lord the 

Such theological reflection underlies Protestants’ traditional re- 
fusal bound before and behind specific form authori- 
ministry, fixed order worship, even binding creedal 
One must leave the door ajar, the door which lets 
the world, creation, possibility, yes, even the Holy Spirit. All the 
the Church are meant only garments, laid aside 
the service Christ. from without well within her 
order that the Head the Church speaks his commands. 

Thus would absolutely essential that any visibly catholic 
Church kept open the demands her society and the judging 
and reforming power God’s Spirit. And part, Dr. Blake has 
been careful make such openness element his recent proposal 
when asserts, ““The reunited Church must accept the principle 
continuing reformation under the Word God the guidance 
the Holy 

Here should added that primary this task the local set- 
ting have insisted upon for the episcopate. This, combined with 
the social and economic diversification sure found within such 
would regulating factor, almost insuring the Church 
such place being real meeting place sorts and condi- 
tions means writing this into the Church’s 
order, the bishops should elected by, responsible to, and answer- 
able to, their congregations. firm mediate structure such 
presbytery conference would necessity. 

Another regulating factor could well the recognition 


Bonhoeffer, Dietrich, Prisoner for God, Macmillan, New York, 1954, pp. 122, 123. 
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order ministry “Doctor the Church.” John Calvin rightly 
made large place his Genevan polity for such. Protes. 
tantism have erred and betrayed our own best heritage relegating 
our Doctors Theology the seminaries, and thereby placing 
between them and the Church the questionably youthful wisdom 
and/or enthusiasm their students. way must found gain 
admittance into the daily life the Church for the godly and disci- 
plined mind the scholar. 


Serious care will have paid the formulation and use 
creeds and liturgies. are problems not only 
but also relation the episcopate, and this attendant principle 
Protestantism are discussing. 

the matter worship the congregations the proposed United 
Church will want learn from one another, now going 
very thrilling effect the Church South 
palians would almost universally welcome opportunity “tamper 
bit” with the Prayer Book, and non-Episcopalians would welcome 
into their worship the congregational participation Episcopal wor- 
ship, which its best pearl great price—as any parish minister 
who week week pulls unresponsive congregation through its 
worship will gladly testify. 

sure, there will have measure agreement liturgi- 
cal matters; there any denomination. But this does not need 
issue rigid uniformity. One solution the problem, and 
way respecting the Protestant principle, might well distin- 
guish between worship and for worship, the 
latter being the full text the service, the former being but out- 
line. Very likely enough agreement could reached 
allow, the framework the Bishop’s relation the Churches 
and his lex orandi, for considerable freedom and diversity liturgi- 
cal texts. Gospel Sacraments might exception, although 
even now the approved the several denominations might 
especially sacramental, lies the clergy’s handling the red type, 
the rubrics, not the liturgical texts themselves. 

Use creeds and confessions will one the ways 
ing check the episcopate, “from above” were. 
Church’s confession the meaning its creeds will depend 


rightly 
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largely what part its constitutional processes falls the Doc- 
tors the Church. The rich variety practice which hopefully 
would found within the Church, and the localization the epis- 
copate, both call for certain minimum formal creedal assent, 
such the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. doubtful, however, 
whether such Church could get along within the narrower con- 
fines confession, such the Presbyterians’ Westminster Confes- 
sion, the Lutherans’ Augsburg Confession. And these two com- 
munions were ruthlessly honest with themselves, they may well have 
confess that neither can they! may that impose con- 
fession upon creed does some violence both, say nothing 
the concurrent tendency straitjacket Holy Scripture, which must 
always retain its primary place fixing the limits the belief 
the Church. the interests the primacy Scripture, the 
clarity the creeds, and also the Protestant principle openness, 
confessions probably should not made binding either upon clergy 
upon laity although exception could made with good rea- 
son for the Bishops. 

Having said this much preliminary way concerning this “open- 
endedness Protestantism” and its relation the ministry, worship 
and creeds United Church, should willing let the mat- 
ter rest there, this principle, its very nature, does not admit 
elaborate planning advance. 


the two sides this future picture are episcopacy and open- 
endedness, let say that they both rest common base: that 
the power the Holy Spirit. The interesting fact about these two 
sides that the most vigorous proponents each will ultimately 
make their appeal this same premise: the Holy Spirit. 
For when pushed hard, any good Episcopalian will grant that 
the Holy Spirit who really “guarantees” and sustains the ministry, 
even though none other than the three-fold, apostolic ministry 
Bishop, Priest, and Deacon. the same time, even the most 
radical Protestant would make his final appeal for openness and free- 
dom the name allowing the Spirit blow where 
there any merit either these contentions, and there both, 
then inconceivable that they cannot find common ground live 
together the same ecclesiastical fellowship. 


At 
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This appeal the power the Holy Spirit important theo- 


logical clue the mystery how reunite Christ’s 
haps can see some real significance the fact that the ecclesio- 
logical relevance the doctrine the Holy Spirit becoming clear 
just the time that this doctrine coming for renewed interest 
and study the theologians the Western Church. has become 
truism for contemporary theologians call attention the weak- 
ness Western theological reflection the Third Person the 
Trinity. More and more attention therefore being drawn this 
systematic theology. 

theology the Holy Spirit one its first insights 
turns out considerable importance for finding way toward 
one visibly catholic Church. the very Biblical emphasis 
the Spirit the one who testifies of, and witnesses Christ, and 
therefore, might add, Christ’s Body. are, this ecu- 
menical day and time, the Lord’s afresh, and its 
wholeness, its catholicity, will so, the power the Holy 
Spirit. Ecumenical ecclesiology direct function pneumatol- 


ogy, and our long-standing weakness the latter has been 


tributing factor the absence the former. have come last 
awareness that body and spirit are one, ecclesiology well 
anthropology. might far say that the churchly 
equivalent the psychosomatic unity man the Spirit-ordered 
and Spirit-filled Body Christ, the one visibly catholic Church. 
This shall Church wherein faith discerns the wholeness and rich- 


ness Christ’s Body reliance upon the Spirit who both orders 


and frees. 
And even there reliable witness the Lordship Jesus 
Christ, apart from his own Holy Spirit, also for the discerning 


his one Body, there alternative faithful holding together 


the fabric the Church these two elements have above de- 
scribed but two sides trust the same Spirit: the scandal 
episcopacy and the open-endedness Protestantism. 

The Church shall one only through the Holy Spirit, and this 
therefore imperative, well theological method, that the 
Church which would one and visibly catholic must sooner 
later come grips with the fact that Almighty God, the Father 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head the Church, moves 
through the power the Spirit both order and free his holy 
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people. live terms this awful tension the great task 
the Church and that which forever forces rely, not upon 
ecclesiastical and but solely upon the upholding 
grace and mercy God. catch vision that Church and 
translate that vision into reality for our day and for our Churches 
the task not only our ecumenical negotiators but also all the 


praying people God. 


THE ROLE THEOLOGY 


Mary McDermott SHIDELER 


and prominent that high time raise questions about 
their nature, functions, and value. With depressing fre- 
quency, men and women whose competence other disciplines has 
been established are invited lecture religious questions, and 
their opinions treated they were authoritative even norma- 
tive. Study courses the relationships between Christianity and 
art, science, politics, and the like, are arranged with leaders chosen 
for their knowledge art, science, politics, whatever, but little 
regard for their background Christian history theology, 
even philosophic thinking. People who would not for mo- 
ment take the unsubstantiated word casual observer novice 
their own technical fields, write books the basis their occa- 
sional excursions into the untechnical suburbs theology, which 
they ignore, scoff at, findings reached scholars who have 
cated long years the rigorous examination those problems. 
Now and then, criticisms are heard concerning the value these 
performances—for example, the lay theologian 
any more useful than the amateur surgeon, any less dangerous 
himself and others than the untrained airplane pilot. 
pointed out that some these laymen, their massive sincerity 
and sometimes fantastic naiveté, are filling their audiences with 
palatable snacks and destroying the appetite for nourishing food. 
Others assiduously propagate false notions about Christianity de- 
fending heresies attacking straw men. contrast, must 
recognized that there are also lay theologians whose work has 
been enduring value the Faith and the Church, which leads 
the hope—though faint, yet pursuing—that their blessing may 
the long run outweigh the curse the ignorant and the pernicious. 
The current fashion for asking anyone and everyone for opinions 
theological matters, and listening their answers, will wear it- 
self out few years, only because intrinsically vapid and silly 


AYMEN who theologize public are becoming numerous 
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things wear out. But the underlying problem that the fashion 
has revealed cannot left the dubious mercies time. All men 
are rudimentary theologians. ‘They possess almost (perhaps en- 
tirely) ineradicable impulse organize their experiences into 
meaningful pattern. Not many people concern themselves seriously 
with this enterprise; those who range from the obviously incom- 
petent such thoroughly grounded and highly disciplined laymen 
Lewis and the late Dorothy Sayers, whose excellence 
immediately apparent everything that they write. These ex- 
tremes raise few problems, either practical theoretical. usual, 
the throng between that ambiguous. Given the clear 
dangers, should professional theologians and Churches encourage 
lay theologians all? What standards competence can and 
should applied lay theologians Churches Church-related 
groups, choosing speakers discussion leaders books for 
study? Have professional theologians any responsibilities toward 
their lay brethren? 


needs clearly understood the beginning that what 
question not the right speak, but the duty listen—some- 
times the duty not listen and discourage others from listening. 
Bernard Baruch has correctly stated the norm: man has the 
right opinion, but man has right wrong his 
Careless deliberate falsification facts—for example, how 
Christianity has historically been defined—should considered ade- 
quate grounds for refusal listen schedule hearing. Pro- 
gram committees especially have direct responsibility inform 
themselves the facts, case the lecturers writers under con- 
sideration lack any sense shame, and the hearers readers any 
discrimination. have day-dreamed scientist statesman de- 
livering speech “What Believe and Why,” and concluding 
not know, because have never gotten around investigating 
the subject, and not trust the rumors have heard concerning 
But such honesty and accuracy are rare that wonder 
they exist all outside the dream. 

would not reasonable expect the lay theologian the 
extensive and detailed information that properly required the 
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professional. Formal training, with teacher standing one’s el- 


bow correct personal idiosyncrasies and guard the 


against sins omission, cannot replaced self-education 


even informal guidance. But this does not mean that the layman 


can consult libraries, and has the temerity make inquiries 
recognized authorities, and modest enough learn, even the lay- 
man who geographically isolated from centers theological study 


can reasonably sure that distinguishing fact from fiction, 
and can discover where the major gaps his knowledge 
deed, probably more important for him realize clearly what 


does not know, than complete his knowledge, unless detailed 
information topic demanded the problem working 
on. Except under the most extraordinary circumstances, the 


man cannot match the range depth competence the profes- 
sional. can, and should, meticulously accurate far he} 
goes. For example, entirely legitimate for 


content, holds barred; not legitimate for him identify 


Christianity with Gnosticism, because information their irrecon- 
cilable differences readily available any standard reference work, 
and crime against intellectual decency by-pass what obvious 


and hand. 


besetting temptation the layman any field his tendency 
assume that none the problems more significant more com- 
plex than can grasp his first meeting with it. apt 
satisfied with trivialities, incoherencies, and equivocations, and 
swift defense positions that are logically and practically unten- 
able, with the assertion that they are workable and clear him, 
why all the bother? There bother, and ought more it, 
order counteract two prevailing notions: one, that anything 
goes theology because does not and cannot have intellectual 
standards; and two, that what man believes private 
religion defined what man does with his solitariness, 
Christianity not religion, because Christianity concerned spe- 

cifically with man’s wholeness—intellect, emotion, spirit, body, when 
alone, company, and community—and with what God does 

to, for, and with man’s wholeness. Therefore while logical coher- 
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ence cannot theology’s summum bonum, long man’s mind 
intrinsic his being, will have vital theology. 

The lay theologian will seldom have the dialectical skill the 
professional (by which not mean the ability make debaters’ 
points), the command detailed implications. But can, and 
should, able see the bones the problems, and thus able 
differentiate between central and peripheral issues, well between 
relevant and irrelevant evidence and argument. much for 
sketch standards. 


Turning the possible functions lay theologians: they have 
anything value contribute the theological enterprise, vir- 
tue their special position laymen, apart from the plain—and 
plainly important—function interpreting technical theology 
other laymen? The two that suggest are not unmixed blessings. 
They carry dangers well opportunities, and their worth depends 
part upon whether the lay theologian question has fairly good 
background knowledge and reasonable capacity and inclination 
think, contrasted with trading expressions opinion. 

The first these freshness approach and outlook. Theology 
has suffered not only from the ignorance practitioners other 
fields, but also from theologians’ ignorance science, art, and in- 
deed daily living. discourse has been markedly en- 
riched such specialists Dr. Harold Schilling and Dr. Paul 
Tournier, who have stated basic concepts from their own disciplines 
terms that theologians can take hold of, while refraining with 
scrupulous courtesy from any note implying that their experiences 
theories must relevant must have specific relevance 
theology. 

improbable that layman will turn new and signifi- 
cant theological principle that layman particular realm 
science will produce critically important principle therein. 
noted, however, that this has happened physics, medicine, 
and number other sciences. Occasionally something good— 
and new—comes even out Nazareth. 

Often, course, laymen not know what and what not new. 
Notoriously they around proclaiming the originality views 
(whether orthodox, heretical, lunatic) that have been standard for 
centuries. ‘This can infuriating funny but not particularly 
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important except stimulates discourages appropriate re- 
sponse. But ignorance double-edged blade, and the other edge 
sharper. Not recognizing genuine originality potential gifts, 
laymen can fail develop them. impossible calculate what 
lost when natural talent jewelled insight thrown away 
because never seen anyone competent appraise 
tainly some professional theologians keep eye the products 
laymen and take endless trouble foster what appears hope- 
ful. with the most profound gratitude that testify this. 
But might have had another theologian the stature Unamuno 
Kierkegaard Charles Williams had been taken seriously 
theologian during his lifetime? shall never know. And today 


who forsaking theology for lack heartening attention? 


body? Nobody? Who can tell? 

our specialized world inevitable that specialists converse 
principally with each other—theologians, course, with each other 
and God. one good consequence (among many), this enables 
standards competence established and enforced, 


tion maintained against the avalanche erratic nincompoops that 


would otherwise engulf the competent. But the standards that 
properly exclude foolishness can also used improperly, exclude 
originality. Living thought, like living organism, needs suste- 
nance from outside itself. Ideas cannot feed themselves and live. 
Theologians especially need this liaison with all that lies beyond 
their technical concerns because their ultimate domain the whole 
life. they not interchange information and ideas with 
particular provinces their empire, their work becomes sterile 
series puzzles. Theology cannot live and grow without the nour- 
ishment obtained from other disciplines, and this most easily 
procured occasionally welcoming interested bystanders into its 
conversations. 


This brings last and gravest point: the natural existen- 
tialism that can the lay theologian’s supreme contribution the- 
ology, for good for evil. wants join the conversation be- 
cause his life and his death are totally involved it. His intense 
concern grows out immediate and personal needs generated 
anger, despair, frustration, and the bewildering impact exalted 
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joy. Possibly has undergone the incomparable experience 
edge discovering that his heart-rending questions had also been asked 


Paul and Augustine and Luther, and that their answers make 


what sense him. not alone but the company giants and 
they have initiated him into new life. 
Cer- 


Without doubt the professional equally involved, but has 
oducts live with uncertainties and qualifications and 
hope- demands for immediate relevance are less insistent. 
this. and detachment, however, can pushed too far and lead into 
the temptations pure speculation and over-specialization. Even 
today become involved long-range implications microscopic 
Any- that proportion forfeited. These are dangers from 
which the layman’s ignorance usually shields him. (It leaves him 
defenseless against over-simplification and fragmentation, but that 


other beside the immediate point.) Where the gap training between 

nables professional and lay theologians not too great, the layman’s en- 

and his very impatience can supply invaluable defense 

that against excessive professionalism and thus assist opening fresh 

paths toward authentically creative theological development. 

same natural existentialism can also vitiate the whole pro- 

ceeding. only truth that truth for me” can taken 

eyond true, not From the latter comes the common, and 

whole utterly maddening, broken chain reasoning: Christian; 

with not believe the bodily resurrection; therefore that doctrine 

sterile neither true nor important Christianity.” Personal involve- 

ment can corrupted into individual involvement, with its con- 

easily current indifference others, generalizations based single cases, 

its range interests, and its damnable pride that blithely writes 
off two thousands years devoted study and intelligent belief in— 
let say, the resurrection—as were the consequence stupidity, 

and the deliberate evasion issues. 

defining characteristic competence the lay theologian 

be- 18, propose, willingness enter the theological dialogue full 

participant. means that must passionate and per- 

sistent learning expressing himself, deeply concerned with 

the truth for other persons (past and present) for his own insights, 
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and just admitting the force criticism accepting praise. 


The lay theologian here stay; potentially invaluable 


servant but devastatingly bad master. With discipline and 


agement, can immeasurably productive. Left his own de- 
vices—disregarded professional theologians, uncriticized because 
beneath their notice—he can wreak more damage than mil- 


lennium persecution. His flame burns high; without nurture, 


will flare out control subside into ashes. would 
tragedy for Christendom. 
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THEOLOGICAL TABLE-TALK 
Kerr 


CHRISTENDOM AND THE POPULATION EXPLOSION 


One the touchy and unmentionable aspects the imminent 
population explosion the consequent diminishing quantitative 
status Christianity. Simply terms numbers, Christendom 
seems doomed decrease while non-Christian populations increase. 
Most the religious discussion far the population problem 
has been related the Roman Catholic ban medical and me- 
chanical birth control, but this perhaps not such insoluble 
issue many Protestants think. New York City’s tax-supported 
municipal hospitals have recently worked out compromise, and 
spite the Papal Encyclical Mater Magistra which upholds 
the traditional ban, some Catholics look for gradual shifting 
opinion, for example, Dr. John Rock, eminent Roman 
Catholic gynecologist, article the July, 1961, issue Good 
Housekeeping (reprinted the September Reader’s Digest). 

There are, course, political and economic aspects the prob- 
lem. Nehru has said: “Our five-year plans have meaning the 
population grows rate one can never catch with.” American 
aid India, for example, must include escalator clause fail 
its purpose. Yet India’s population rising the rate eight 
million year. 

For the first time since the Great Commission, Christianity will 
have reckon with the new, formidable obstacles going forth 
and making disciples all nations. Obstacles are not new 
Christendom’s history, but heretofore and 
were challenges exploited, opportunities welcomed. 
Our generation has not been sanguine Mott’s with its con- 
fident call for evangelization the world this 
But only few years ago distinguished Church historian titled the 
last seven-volume set historical studies Christian expan- 
sion Advance Through Storm. 
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World political changes, especially Asia and Africa, have punc- 
tuated the glorious (or seemed) “foreign mission 
with what amounts full stop. Now the population explosion 
implies even more dire consequence for Christendom. Far from 
“advance,” Christendom will not able hold its own; will 
continue slip quantitatively the Christian population inex- 
orably recedes far behind the burgeoning non-Christian masses. 
James Reston The New York Times put bluntly: “It may 
that the greatest menace world peace and decent standards 
life today not atomic energy but sexual And may 
add that ironic that Christianity which has laid such stress 
the solidarity the family and the place women and children 
society should now confronted domestic fertility that threat- 
ens its own future. 

Mathematics and theology create peculiar emulsion. 
gaard warned against big number,” against thinking that 
essential Christianity can measured the number people 
(and especially the right sort people) who espouse its cause. 
Some would say that the doors Christian expansion and in- 
digenous evangelization are not yet and never will closed. Some 
would invoke eschatology the only feasible and practical doctrine 
for time like this. Others would welcome the painful lesson 
learning live minority movement, noting that Christianity 
has always been the minority anyway. Clearly this matter 
the World Council Churches will have forced upon it, and New 
Delhi seems the logical place begin. 


“AND THERE WAS 


The metaphor light applied Christ the New Delhi 
theme, “Jesus Christ the Light the World,” would appear 
primal, obvious, and Biblically-theologically meaningful symbol. 
But metaphors and symbols are slippery things, unpredictable, elu- 
sive, arcane. Light universal and elementary way speaking 
many things, and there may special reasons why this apt 
image the Christ for our age. 

Note, however, that while certain Biblical uses light may still 
dynamic, not all subsequent light-figures are so. used sing 
lilting refrain Sunday School: 
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Come the Light, shining for thee; 

Sweetly the Light has dawned upon me; 

Once was blind, but now can see: 
The Light the world Jesus! 


That now sounds cloying, insipid, and quite inappropriate for the 
grim realities today. too Holman Hunt’s splendiferous vel- 
vet and satin Christ, his well-known painting The Light the 
World, while still magnificent and regal many would seem 
others prime example that “sweetness and light” sentimentality 
yesterday which today obsolescent, meaningless, and actually 
harmful the cause Christian evangelism. This cheap criti- 
cism, course, for the really hard question is: “If Holman 
way not our way, then how portray Christ 

Perhaps need remember that light one those couplet- 
symbols that necessarily requires its opposite complementary 
fully understood. the Genesis account creation, 
light the work the first day, but even prior light earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face the 
deep.” Light the radiant result the divine creativity; isn’t 
just there begin with obvious sort way; “and God said, 

Our age, more than the nineteenth century, ought able 
understand that light comes out darkness. spite electric 
light (neon-wise the world was never brighter, gayer) are today 
especially concerned with darkness, with the pre-creative void, with 
dim, hidden recesses the self, with senseless violence and savagery, 
with pre-civilized lust and orgy. The novels and dramas and paint- 
ings our time represent awful detail the light-less world which 
live. All the more reason, may say, for exhibiting Christ 
Light the World. 

But reflect also that even the Christ figure every age has most 
often and most successfully been presented terms the passion, 
death, and crucifixion rather than terms the resurrection 
ascension. Griinewald’s Isenheim Crucifixion has wide appeal 
today, but his Resurrection companion-piece contrived and unreal. 

How time such gloom and murkiness can light, especially 
Christ-the-Light, expressed? Accompanying these rambling para- 
graphs are three prints which may may not help answer that 
question. First the poster prepared the World Council 
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Churches for the New Delhi Assembly and the design used for the 
preliminary study booklet. The theme expressed verbally and 
only incidentally the Calvary silhouette. Significantly Christ- 
the-Light here related not the brilliance Easter morn but 
the darkness Good Friday—perhaps more accurately the 
dark before the dawn. 
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Let Light! 
Rejoice and glad for God has said, “Let there light,” and there was light. 
Such the power His Will, even personify the Light His love flesh 
dwell among us, full grace and truth. Let not turn from the Light 
which born within the power the Holy Spirit. Let not the Light 
hid under basket; let the city top the hill seen. the face all 
impending doom let walk children Light without fear. Though the 


earth swallowed the midst the sea ball fire, the Church 
prevails against all things, even the gates hell. Let there Light. 


The second item, “Let There Light,” church bulletin 
suggestion from the ecclesiastical supply house, Sacred Design Asso- 
ciates. Vice-President Grant Gilderhus says that five his asso- 
ciates have been through seminary (Lutheran) and that three have 
been the pastorate. They are trying raise the artistic stand- 
ard church supplies and among other things they consult with 


the 
hrist- 
but 
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architects and ministers liturgical matters. (For further infor- 
mation address: Sacred Design Associates, Box 5452, 
Minn.) 

The third print two-ton hammered aluminum statue 
Pierre Bourdelle which has recently been mounted the facade 
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the American Field Service headquarters New York. down- 
ward stooping figure represents giving today’s 
youth. Celebrated for volunteer ambulances two world wars, 
Field Service present conducting teen-age international schol- 
arship program. Under its auspices 950 American young people 
spent last summer with families Europe, Latin America, and Asia. 


THE NEW AGNOSTICISM 


There nothing new about some ways. still argues 
that reason reason for believing. still stops short de- 
fiant atheism blatant unbelief. Suspending judgment, non- 
committal, unengaged, though not necessarily uninterested. Hux- 
ley and Spencer latched onto the best word for the 
science-motivated position nineteenth century evolutionary think- 
ing mid-way between theism and atheism. was word coming 
out and well suited yesterday’s science-religion debate. 

The new agnosticism, especially prevalent among today’s young 
people, differs from the generation-ago variety two important re- 
spects. First, disinclined get excited over the intellectual- 
theological discussions previous days. not strictly anti- 
intellectualistic. Even the “gentleman’s yesterday’s casual 
crowd has given way new scholarly perspective. just doesn’t 
believe that the traditional theological questions are worth discussing 
the usual sort intellectual level since they can neither proved 
nor disproved, and they don’t touch the real heart religion anyway. 

The second characteristic the new agnosticism its view that 
religion and large irrelevant and unnecessary. noth- 
ing very arrogant daringly heretical about this view. may 
uttered more wail than But taking hard-headed and 
un-phony glance things, religion does seem many have little 
nothing say with the great burning issues the day. 
It’s all rather sad, perhaps, but there is. Religion may still serve 
some inner personal purpose integrative potential. may still, 
for whatever reason, cement the family—all that praying together 
and staying together stuff. But fulcrum for getting real lever- 
age nuclear disarmament, race, Asia-Africa, and hundred 
other headline screams—not chance. Perhaps should, maybe 
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will not analyze this mood hoping show how flimsy 
is. What the new agnosticism deserves the best that theologians 
and churchmen can offer. Something the long-lost intellectual 
integrity Christian faith must restored for our generation, and 


the Churches must make fresh creative thrusts they are not 


become mere sanctuaries, meditation chapels, where nothing said, 
decisions are made. 


THE N.E.B. 


There something curious about the mixed reception given The 
New English Bible (The New Testament, Oxford and Cambridge 
University Presses, 1961). Almost without exception the new trans- 
lation the British committee hailed brilliant piece 


Biblical and textual scholarship. Henry Cadbury noted his 


excellent review Topay, July, 1961), even when one dis- 
sents from the choice new words and phrases this translation, 
one must still grant that the translators had their reasons for doing 
what they did. 


The mixed reception referred has nothing with the tech- 
nical side N.E.B. but rather with the changed climate both 


religious and secular thinking today. America, have since 
1946 been getting used the R.S.V., and with much success that 
many areas, theological seminaries for example, has virtually 
superseded the King James. (That durable monument seven- 
teenth century prose, the way, celebrating its 350th birthday 
concurrently with the appearance N.E.B.) New translations 
the Bible invariably meet with cautious and critical appraisal, and 
the reason not textual, theological, literary, political (as when 
the translators R.S.V. were accused some Communist affilia- 
tion). The reason usually sentimental and nostalgic. new 
translation suggests both the inadequacy the old familiar text 


and the changed life and thought situation which requires up-dating 


New Biblical research has made new translations not only desir- 
able but possible. And unlikely that either R.S.V. N.E.B. 
will celebrate 350th birthday—for one thing the English language 
now changing more decades than did centuries. The old 
verbal literalism has lost its stranglehold (even fundamentalist Bib- 
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lical scholars indulge higher and lower criticism), and this has 
freed the translators translate ideas well words. the 
meantime the science semantics has made inroads and more re- 
cently philosophical analysis has taught question our words 
and propositions new radical way. Psychology and the be- 
havioral sciences have provided new kind hermeneutical handle, 
and comparative anthropology with the Dead Sea Scrolls have cau- 
tioned against too-easy affirmations about Biblical uniqueness. 

One Barth’s earliest essays and still one his best was entitled 
“The Strange New World within the has been 
more impressed with the strange old mythological world the Bible 
which thinks non-conductor the Gospel for modern man. 
Those who look N.E.B. for less strange less mythological 
world will disappointed. Clarity and simplicity phrasing, oc- 
casional windows dark corners difficult texts, pleasing type and 
format—all these are helpful and welcome. But those who expect 
too much translation will feel short-changed. The Bible the 
Bible and translation itself can smooth over its “how odd 
God” strangeness. unspiritual man simply cannot accept the 
matters which the Spirit deals with—they just don’t make sense 
him, for, after all, you must spiritual see spiritual 
Cor. 14, Phillips’ translation). 

The translators’ task, like the Reformation which did much 
bring the Bible the people, continuing responsibility and 
unending pilgrimage. One reason why many expect too much and 
feel disappointed with what they get because they want jell the 
Bible into mold that will last for least 350 years. But need 
not only new and better translations the Bible, also need con- 
tinuing study the Scriptures interpret them not only historically, 
grammatically, textually, but such way make the Word 


whether pulpit preacher Sunday School teacher, picks 


where the translator leaves off. 
little. 
desir- 


BIBLICAL LINGUISTICS AND KERYGMATIC 
THEOLOGY 


what everywhere recognized the revival renewal Bib- 


lical theology the past twenty-five more years, linguistic analysis 
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has been prominent trademark. Whether the form 
word studies more technical philological etymologies, new 
cern for the Scripture quickly filled the vac- 
uum left the general abandoning verbal inerrancy. Biblical 

“scholars” such Pedersen and Boman well Biblical theologians 
such Barth and Torrance have been operating for years the 
principle correlation between Biblical linguistics and 
theology. 

sure, Sunday-by-Sunday preachers were often left far behind 
the avant garde discussions linguists and kerygmatists. The 
Bible recent vintage, eager please all, divided 
text between “exegesis” (for the birds, linguistic plumage) and 
position” (for the bees, homiletical species). 

spanner has now been tossed into the well-oiled machinery 
these comfortable and uncontested correlations. maverick has 
appeared without warning within the midst the Biblical 
little book, erudite and linguistic can be, neatly question marks 
all the working assumptions twenty-five years Biblical 
ship.” The Hebrew-Greek dichotomy has been knocked for loop 
with haymaker between the hiphil and the aorist. The agitator 
James Barr, formerly New College, Edinburgh, and recently ap- 
pointed Professor Old Testament Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary. His weapon: The Semantics Biblical Language (Oxford 


Press, London, 1961, 313 pp., d.). 


Barr’s book deserves careful critical review but its impact 
sure raise controversy (and perhaps dust) among the Biblicists and 
kerygmatists and few comments the thesis the argument may 
noted here. Two major assumptions recent Biblical theology 


seem Professor Barr require fresh scrutiny: first, there the 


common distinction that Greek static while Hebrew dynamic, 
etc. Second, there the widely-held and highly useful notion that 
Biblical faith redeemed and baptized both Hebrew and Greek 
that specifically Biblical words illustrate and mirror Heilsgeschichte 
God’s saving events. The first axiom has been underscored 
late Thorleif Boman’s Hebrew Thought Compared with Greek 
(1960). second, since 1933, has been identified with 
and definitive” Theologisches zum neuen 
Testament. 

Barr’s point not dispute differences between Hebrew and 
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Greek ways thinking disparage any way the affirmations 
the kerygmatic theologians. point the quite simple but 
sharp one that these assertions cannot deduced from the Biblical 
language itself. So-called scientific Biblical linguistics consequently 
has been wedded all these years didactic, polemic, and kerygmatic 
presuppositions. The argument here not theological but linguis- 
tic, and Barr saying that the Biblical have not been 
scholarly enough, that Biblical linguistics has paid little attention 
the whole development general semantics philosophical 
language analysis, and that the kerygmatists have hoodwinked the 
Biblicists into and haphazard” methodology. The 
result all this almost certainly lead distortion and wrong 
assessment linguistic 

More the argument cannot disclosed here, but Barr’s book 
the sort critical adventure that opens unexpected problems 
and possibilities. has itchy kind persistence from within 
the Biblical perspective that will annoying and disturbing 
Biblicists all kinds. The kerygmatists will dance keep their 
balance the rug pulled from under them. But even more im- 
portant will the practical implications for Biblical translation, 
exegesis, and preaching. 


: 
Baits | 
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ANOTHER LOOK CUBA 


Dr. John Mackay has been life-long student Latin America. 
For twenty years was missionary Peru and ever since has kept 
intimate touch with that America” which loves. 
has steeped himself Hispanic culture. Writing Presbyterian 
Life, under the title, has ‘provided with 
deeper insight into the Cuban situation than are wont 
the popular press. 

Dr. Mackay maintains that there are two types revolution: 
seismic, which topples government, opens the way for new 
succeed power, but leaves the people they were, and the vol- 
canic, which profound revolution the masses. cites the 
fact that from 1821 1921 Peru suffered eighty-six seismic changes 
government. Bolivia experienced even more. Mexico, the 
other hand, passed through volcanic revolution which began 
1910. Cuba’s revolution second social revolution 
Latin American Neither the two were inspired 
communism. 

The misunderstanding the nature Cuba’s revolution has been 
unfortunate, since has made the Cubans more dependent upon 
communism than should have been allowed 
original passionate concern for agrarian reform was shared the 
people Cuba. was his desire for popular 
ing, education, and medical care. Expropriated property was 
compensated for the government. Religious liberty was not 
abridged. 

With all this the Cuban Protestants numbering around 200, 
were originally general agreement. But what has happened 
this dream? Diplomatic relations have now been broken off with 
the United States. Cuban Protestants find relations with their 
brethren the United States difficult maintain. unsuccess- 
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ful American-sponsored invasion has stiffened the spirit the revo- 
lution and made its control over Cubans even more rigid. 

Dr. Mackay concerned about what has happened Cuba. 
possession leaders and people alike. “Desperation has tended 
create certain nihilism, mood the human spirit which 
struction ceases philosophy and becomes religious 

All this due the classic Hispanic temperament which has 
proud and passionate sense And when this honor 
challenged, produces fearsome, fearful fanaticism, and the death 
Mackay illustrates this temperament contrasting 
the fate Paris the Second War with the fate Madrid the 
Spanish Civil War. Paris was spared, but million people perished 
and vast sections the city Madrid were destroyed. Dr. Mackay 
believes that Castro’s honor was wounded unsympathetic economic 
and political influences and the failure the State Department 
receive him his visit Washington. 

All dealings with Latin American nations, well with China, 
must include this crucial sense honor. Wounded pride can turn 
fanaticism. ‘To add the wounded pride Castro, the United 
States has re-affirmed the Monroe Doctrine with the interpretation 
that means for the Americans,” implying that un-Ameri- 
can influences were work Cuba and that the purely American 
character the Western world was being threatened. Latin Ameri- 
can countries have always favored rich universalism and resent the 
imposition prescribed pattern social, cultural, political life. 

Further, the light tragic inequalities between rich and poor 
Latin America, should Latin American governments acquiesce 
the direct intervention North America the Cuban situation, 
“volcanic revolutions, ever imminent would belch forth suddenly 
within their 

Dr. Mackay found the same yearning the masses for food, land, 
health, education, and human dignity his five-month Asian so- 
journ. this cry, must listen. Many the 
quest nationhood are sensitive values and influences which 
Little wonder they listen communism. 

The freedom and the power the United States must not used 
please, says Dr. Mackay, but serve “the great ideas and 
purposes regarded Cuba and Castro must seen 
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the perspective God’s eternal order. The Cuban and communist 
issue must stab awake, restore the reality our national revolu- 
tionary existence, make concerned for the forgotten souls Ameri- 
can men and women, and challenge work for social justice and 
international righteousness. 

“The rest, including Cuba, let leave God: and with calm dedi- 
cation the life man the light God let greet tomorrow 
with 


THE PLATEAU SELF-CRITICAL PROTESTANTISM 


Protestantism the United States finds itself the moment 
pathetic plateau self-criticism. has awakened the fact that 
while American Protestantism still numerically strong, its own the- 
ological integrity dangerously weak, its influence American cul- 
ture not very decisive, its position society must now shared 
with other religious groups pluralistic society, and will 
longer able have its own way the religious scene. situ- 
ation nothing new; fact, has been the process making for 
While the American scene somewhat different from 
the European, there are, nevertheless, surprising similarities between 
the American and the European relation Protestantism culture. 

Voices have been raised against excessive self-criticism Prot- 
estantism. Dr. John Bonnell the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church New York City has criticized “hand-wringing, breast-beat- 
ing, and doleful prophecies about the future 
Edward Elson the National Presbyterian Church Wash- 


ington, C., has scored the “self-lampooning, self-berating, and 


self-flagellation” Protestantism critics American culture and 
the recent religious revival. Others have regarded this self-criticism 
not only untrue the Protestant situation, but dangerous 
the moral fiber the nation and the morale ministers and mem- 


bers Protestant Churches. They cannot accept the judgment that 


live “‘post-Christian”’ age. 

President Duke McCall The Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, giving charge the 1961 graduates, mentions the preva- 
lence this same rebellious and revolutionary attitude within the 


Southern Baptist Convention. ‘This rebellion, said, all part 


basic disillusionment with the effectiveness traditional and 
familiar religious revolt that directed against insti- 
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tutional structures and theological formulae. Dr. McCall admits 
that rebellion against denominationalism inspired 
genuine discovery real Christian fellowship beyond and outside 
denominational life and Churchly institutional rejoices 
this wider fellowship and applauds “the insight that institu- 
tional forms are instruments and not hopes for new 
appraisal Baptists and the Baptist Church through the challenge 
this revolutionary spirit. also welcomes the new theological 
rebellion which harmony with the historic freedom the Bap- 
tists. It, too, return Biblical Christianity, and therefore 
commendable. 

However, Dr. McCall joins Drs. Bonnell and Elson raising 
finger caution against radical criticism and even rejection 
Church and theological structures. says that misguided re- 
bellion may produce disaster, rather than progress.” (This what 
the younger nations Asia are discovering. Independence from 
colonialism may end servitude more rigid structures.) The 
surrender old structure opens the way others, usually taken 
over from the surrounding culture. And while the theological re- 
bellion welcomed, busy criticizing the old structures 
and fervent proclaiming new ideas that produces positive 
logical revolt running away like team unhitched from wagon. 
Having load pull, tends irresponsible, extreme, and 
essentially 

Dr. Martin Marty, Associate Editor The Christian Century, 
believes that the situation must carefully evaluated and new 
stance developed regarding the situation which Protestantism finds 
itself. would hope for rift develop between those who 
would support and strengthen existing Protestantism and those who 
believe more radical understanding the situation and way 
renew the Church. Writing The Christian Century (June 21, 
1961), maintains that traditional Protestantism living bor- 
rowed time,” and that impossible restore it. any 
“revival” method may put under illusion that the American 
people and culture are still Protestant. Protestantism not inher- 
ited biologically socially; this generation seems pretty far re- 
moved from the Protestantism former day. should cherish 
nostalgia for good old and should not attempt 
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“reconstruct the Protestant Any such attempts would 


concentrate our efforts the return something the way 
institutionalism which finished, and would detract from the 


immediate business confronting our time with the existential tasks 
that are immediately hand. 

But Marty wants attention-getting radicalism, either. Nor 
does want see the emergence kind negative criticism 
which enjoys the iconoclastic destruction old forms the reck- 
less browbeating sinful men for the sheer pleasure it. 


wants see many things: wide-eyed Church realistically con- 


fronting the world and unbound particular cultural setting. 
wants Protestantism that hopeful yet 
Biblically-rooted, confessional and ecumenical, evangelistic and 
socially-active, eschatological and (incarnational). 

are living “between the doubt, this plateau 
American Protestantism necessary and painful part our pil- 
grimage. Luccock once preached sermon entitled 
storers Creators?” sure, was favor the creators! 
Certainly, need creators. would most unfortunate these 


two sincere groups were divided rally ministers and 
people into opposing camps. pioneer who thinks can start 


off without base operation, measure structure, and some 
sense direction, much liability the restorer who in- 
sists that the renewal the Church and the proclamation the 
Gospel can done only restoring sacrosanct patterns the past. 
The Church may save itself and lose the world! But the Church 
that loses itself undirected action may cease Church all! 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S PHILOSOPHY HISTORY 
OUR TIME 


During the celebration the Centennial the American Civil 
War, might well take another look Lincoln’s philosophy 
history expressed his Second Inaugural Address. The re- 
call events associated with the bloodiest and some ways the 
most tragic war ever fought brings mind the utter senselessness 
this method settling disputes. makes one aware the fact 
that judgments the Lord are true and righteous altogether,” 
and that they are operative historic processes. also confronts 
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the statesmen our nation with philosophy history which 
rather rare these times. 

Lincoln delivered the Second Inaugural Address with clear voice 
trembling with deep emotion. was literary, intellectual, and 
moral achievement. Less known than the Gettysburg Address, 
remarkable structure thought which can termed theologi- 
cal. Most people remember the last paragraph: “With malice to- 
ward none, with charity for all, with firmness the right God 
gives see the right, let finish the work are in, bind 
the nation’s wounds, care for him who shall have borne the battle 
and for his widow and his orphan, all which may achieve 
just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.” 

But few people have reflected long the paragraph before the 
close the Address. contains philosophy history which 
quite relevant our time. Perhaps not wish think about 
because too uncomfortably true! appreciate fully its 
truth, necessary reconstruct some the circumstances. The 
War was still progress and the outcome still uncertain. Lee was 
firmly entrenched Petersburg. Lincoln honestly stated that 
progress our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, well 
known the public myself, and is, trust, reasonably satis- 
factory and encouraging all. With high hope for the future, 
prediction regard ventured.” After mentioning the con- 
dition that obtained when was inaugurated four years previous, 
came “series wise, sound conclusions, slowly reached, oddly 
worked out, great Charnwood puts it. Then 
said, 


The Almighty has his own purposes. “Woe unto the world be- 
cause offenses, for must needs that offenses come, but woe 
that man whom the offense shall suppose 
that American slavery one these offenses, which the provi- 
dence God must needs come, but which, having continued through 
his appointed time, now wills remove, and that gives both 
north and south this terrible war woe due those whom the 
offense comes, shall discern there any departure from those divine 
attributes which the believers living God always ascribe him? 
Fondly hope, fervently pray, that this mighty scourge 
war may speedily pass away. Yet God wills that continue until 
all the wealth piled the bondsman’s two hundred and fifty years 
unrequited toil shall sunk, and until every drop blood drawn 
the lash shall paid another drawn the sword, was said 
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three thousand years ago, still must said, that judgments 
the Lord are true and righteous 


Such reasoned chain thought was the product mind that 
had reflected long and agonizingly upon the tragic historical situa- 
tion. not only related history God, but confessed that the 
Almighty had his own purposes and that they could not equated 
with either side the War. knew that human offenses must 
come history, that the divine judgment upon those who caused 
them was inevitable, and that the resulting bloodshed parties 
caught the ordeal was judgment God unchanging at- 
tributes and moral purposes. the removal the offense and 
injustice there would suffering for guilty and innocent alike. 
And may that all the wealth accumulated generations may 
sacrified, and every drop blood drawn injustice may have 
paid for another drawn the tragedy war. Whatever 
comes pass, Lincoln confessed that “the judgments the Lord 
are true and righteous 

This philosophy was voiced earlier Lincoln the Fast Day 
after Bull Run. There had said that fit and becoming 
all people acknowledge and revere the supreme government 
God, bow humble submission his chastisement; confess 
and deplore their sins and transgressions, the full conviction that 
the fear the Lord the beginning wisdom; and pray with 
all fervency and contrition for the pardon their past offenses, and 
for blessing upon their present and prospective 
continued saying that “‘it fit for nation, once united, 
prosperous, and happy, now afflicted with factions and civil war, 
recognize the hand God this terrible visitation, and sorrow- 
ful remembrance our own faults and crimes humble ourselves be- 
fore him and pray for his mercy.” Lincoln believed that the will 
God prevails; both sides may wrong; God wills the contest; 
God could have saved destroyed the Union without the Civil 
War. Yet, the human contestants are part the larger context. 
Lincoln’s philosophy history was based upon the prophetic Bibli- 
cal concept just God who rules the affairs men and 
nations. 

The world, now the brink global civil war, might well 
heed this prophetic philosophy. Offenses there have been which 
having been sown are coming harvest. And unto that man 
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whom the offense Unless men will volunteer al- 
leviate the offenses forgiveness that results justice, the justice 
God may liquidate the wealth and drain the blood guilty and 
innocent alike. The offenses our day bear different names. The 
line demarcation may East and West instead North and 
South, Iron Curtain instead Mason-Dixon Line. The 
mighty has his purposes; his justice prevails; has favorites. 

Lincoln realized that people did not care hear what spoke 
with deep conviction. letter friend wrote, are 
not flattered being shown that there has been difference be- 
tween the Almighty and them. deny it, however, this case, 
deny there God governing the world.” 


BIBLICAL FAITH AND CULTURE RELIGION 


Those who are seriously concerned about the integrity the 
Christian faith, its proclamation, and its effectiveness life and 
society are aware the slow development Christianity from 
divinely-initiated faith into cultural religion. difference has 
become alarmingly apparent the western world. 
question but that the strong tenets Biblical faith which once were 
matters life and death and which have profoundly influenced our 
culture have been subtly transformed historical and human forces 
into “folk” “culture” religion. sure, the Christian ter- 
may continue used, but the essential meaning 
has been compromised. 

This nothing new; this mixture faith and culture always 
with us. The prophetic discerners the time the last century 
detected this development and regarded with dark forebodings. 
quite evident British and European culture where the Church 
and the State the Volk have been closely associated. domesti- 
cation and adjustment Biblical faith human wishes and cultural 
goals antedates Constantine. was concern the prophets who 
denounced the hypocrisy and insincerity people who made sacri- 
fices and festivals matter patriotic ritual which they hoped 
patronize and appease God. exposure the racial and national 
character Judaism cost Jesus Nazareth his life. 

What are the characteristics culture religion? culture re- 
ligion folksy and human. makes God partner with man 
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chummy relationship. assimilates popular musical strains and 
colloquial language into its cultus. dissolves the difference be- 
tween God and has sense self-criticism. has little 
patience with the prophet who talks about righteousness and truth. 
wishes disturbance its peace mind. prefers main- 
tain the status quo, and wishes its Christianity the guarantor 
present comforts. sure, folk religion may condemn the 
grosser physical sins, but will not tolerate any radical criticism 
its way life. does not wish confront the critical aspects 
Bible study the unjust aspects the social situation. centers 
personal-community religion with little concern for world order 
social responsibility. Fundamentally, creation the natu- 
ral man, and its final authority the human soul. Its God 
immanent; created the image man; and offers cheap 
grace. Man’s chief end his own happiness and comfort. 
greatest qualities life are sincerity; makes little difference what 
one believes. The Church group people who cohere 
common religious interest. cultural religion product the 
society which part. may degenerate into spiritual can- 
opy over secular world. 

The causes this evolution are many. Perhaps the chief 
the lack discipline found the Churches. Membership 
standards lack any theological integrity. The disciplines the 
Christian life are rarely practiced. discipline sound theo- 
logical thinking not rigorously applied the meaning wor- 
ship, the sacraments, the rites marriage and burial. Someone 
has recently put rather caustically, “Is there any organization 
easier join and easier stay than the Christian 
The zeal for relevance and popular success have been powerful 
forces the transforming uncritical congregations into socio- 
religious clubs. Many Churches may weaker than they think. 
And some the restlessness among ministers may due 
anxiety that born awareness the reality the Church 
situation. 

The coming ordeal for the Churches will demand recovery 
the Church’s reason for being. time testing there will be! 
Indeed, upon even now. With integral and aggressive 
Roman Catholicism evidence and ground swell reactionary 
conservativism the move (often supported members our 
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Churches), behooves the Churches rediscover what means 
Church Jesus Christ! Only instructed faith will give 
cohesive strength, resistance force, and witnessing power per- 
son ora Church. the day trial, cultural Christianity cannot 
stand! 

The renewal the Church will not produced psychological 
methods, new edifices, liturgical revivals, the recovery Reforma- 
tion theology. provided demanding that the Church 
wake and save civilization. world will not long respect 
Church that like salt which has lost its savor. will listen and 
join people God that has heard and obedient the authori- 
tative Word God, Jesus Christ. 

recent report the Congregational Churches England re- 
gards the lack recruits for the ministry this way: Com- 
mission believes that recruitment for the ministry will best helped 
Church members recover clear understanding the pur- 
pose and functions the Church and its ministry servants the 
Gospel the contemporary world.” 

Biblical faith starts with the sovereign God righteous love. 
afirms that man’s deepest need new relationship with his Cre- 
ator, Judge, and Redeemer, which has been provided the mercy 
God Jesus Christ and may appropriated the power the 
Spirit through repentance and faith. The good life not end 
itself, but by-product obedience God’s will, 
tion with his people serving the purpose God. ‘To sure, 
such faith will human but never sentimentally folksy; will 
this world, not the world, but for the world. Only this 
kind faith can truly cultural. 


UNITY AND MISSION 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin has given moving illustration 
the relation unity mission recent issue the British 
Weekly. writes that the visit bishop South Indian 
village quite public event. hundred yards from the edge 
the village met official deputation the elders the 
Church. Garlands flowers and trays fruit are offered tokens 
greeting. may dancing, possibly choir two, and 
band. top off, there are fireworks! 
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procession formed, and there will singing along the way, 
with occasional rocket spice the occasion. last, the 
marchers reach the steps the Church. Practically the whole vil- 
lage will assembled. ‘Then the Bishop will expected say 
few words the non-Christian Hindus and Moslems who are 
flanked around the faithful who gather the center. “When 
writes Bishop Newbigin, always know one thing: the 
words which speak will only carry weight those who hear them 
can see they are being proved the life the congregation which 
sits the middle.” The uplifted Christ who will draw all men 
unto himself must illustrated the fact that the Saviour the 
world drawing men all sorts into one family. those outside 
see only series rival groups competing with one another for in- 
fluence and membership, they are not likely impressed the 
message our Saviour.” 

Dr. Newbigin says that this common village scene true parable 
the position the Church the world. Modern means com- 
munication have made the world into the dimensions village. 
“The Church Jesus Christ the midst the world the first- 
fruit, the sign, and the instrument Christ’s purpose draw all 
men Himself.” 

Every year that passes makes more urgent that the Church be- 
come visible family recognizable ordinary men. becomes 
more urgent that Christian people should make their own the prayer 
Christ, they one even are one, them, and they 
may become perfectly one, the world may know that thou hast 
sent 

“The writes the Bishop, ‘that they may know,’ the 
true center our concern for Christianity cannot con- 
fined any longer certain parts the world. The promise 
Christ all men. 

The health the ecumenical movement depends upon the vigor 
and freshness the missionary passion from which sprang. The 
forms, patterns, and personnel missionary work have changed; 
the new missionaries are the younger Churches and the servants 
Christ the secular callings. 

This village procession and its larger implications represent 
supreme challenge the forthcoming Assembly the World Coun- 
cil Churches and the International Missionary Council New 
Delhi. 
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CRITICS CORNER 


[Editor’s note: With this issue Topay inaugurate 

the which hope will become regular 

feature the journal. The above exchange correspondence 

self-explanatory and appears with the permission the 
authors involved.] 


Prof. Willem Zuurdeeg 
McCormick Theological Seminary 
Chicago 14, IIl. 
August 1961 
Dear Professor Zuurdeeg: 

have just read with much interest your review book, 
Radical Monotheism and Western Culture Topay, July 
1961, pp. 213-218). But confess have also been much puzzled 
it. You seem have read something into the book that didn’t 
mean put there, namely, theory religion. 

the start your review you say that the book about 
“faith” and not about religion, but then you interpret though 
were about religion. For instance, the very first page you 
write that start the assertion that human beings are funda- 
mentally moved vague feelings, such sense the holy.” 
Now where start with that? start with the assertion that 
the object loyalty. neither philosopher religion nor 
phenomenologist religion but moral theologian and start with 
what central understanding man active being. 

Later you accuse very unscholarly attitude toward the 
primitive religions. But where speak about them? mini- 
mum scholarship,” you write, “requires that should ask what 
the believers themselves say about their belief.” But where did 
address myself the question the beliefs primitive religion 
or, for that matter, beliefs all? 
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think you have misread book because you have the theory 
that explicit beliefs are prior trust and loyalty, and that really 
was writing about beliefs. Perhaps the key lies the beginning 


where you say that when speak about polytheism and henotheism, 


not mean primitive religions but those phenomena such 


“communism, fascism, racism, and nationalism, which are usually 
called course was interested these phe- 
nomena but types phenomena faith, and never called them 


| 


religions. was equally interested the polytheistic and heno- 


theistic forms faith the explicit religions which undertook 
deal with critically only the case Judaism and Christianity 
just because not scholar the field primitive, Eastern, 
other religions. 

The argument about “being” another matter. think 


understanding faith attached the Creator all things, the 
beginning and the end, “the source and the “center 
value” derives from the Scriptures more than you give credit 


for. for the theologians and philosophers who have influenced 
formulation, more aware the significance Augustine, 


Calvin, and Jonathan Edwards background than Plato, 


Thomas, and Tillich. 
With best wishes, 
Cordially yours, 


Yale Divinity School 
New Haven, Conn. 


Prof. Richard Niebuhr 
Yale Divinity School 
New Haven 11, Conn. 
August 14, 1961 
Dear Professor Niebuhr: 
want thank you for your letter and the editors 


for giving chance reply it. This gives wel- 


come opportunity apologize for the ease with which accused 
you lack scholarship review your book. What 
should have made clear that wanted sound strong protest 


theory 
really 
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certain element the Enlightenment, namely, its inter- 


theism, 


usually 
phe- 
them 
heno- 
stianity 


gs, the 


use this strong term order draw attention the ironical fact 


rationalism does not always mean respect for reason. re- 
such 


duce phenomenon which announces itself religion something 
which not-religion, for example, -ism group life, seems 
show disrespect for reason and scholarship. Scholarship 
implies taking seriously the phenomenon study. Behind 
protest also moral element. Who gives the right apply 
this condescending reduction the profound religions Egypt, 
old Babylon, ancient Greece, the primitives? 

Thus, what try fight structure thinking related the 


Enlightenment. course, are all children the Enlight- 


nter 


uenced 
Plato, 


1961 


OLOGY 
wel- 
ccused 
Vhat 


enment. course all enjoy the many benefits that 
way thinking and being. But seems very simple thing 
hope that present-day theologians will extricate themselves from 
the unfortunate reduction mentality this same Enlightenment. 
impression that you have not dissociated yourself clearly 
from that point view. 

realize that one the main points your letter the conten- 
tion that criticism out place because you did not want 
offer not quite understand your point. 
Are not the following elements basic your book: (1) interpre- 
tation religion terms polytheism, henotheism, and mono- 
theism? (2) important aspect Bergson’s interpretation reli- 
gion? (3) basic thesis the positivistic, sociological theory 
religion Durkheim? Further, your distinction between 
and seems distinction made within the realm 
what mostly called religion. the basis this theory 
religion (related the Enlightenment and Positivism) that you 
offer discussion nationalism, totalitarianism, racism, etc. 
other words, you offer analysis contemporary pseudo-religions 
terms overt religions. one assumes that this procedure (the 
“in terms legitimate, one should see that one’s theory 
overt religions satisfactory. 

objection against this basic element your thought not 
only that still too much the grip Enlightenment inter- 
pretation religion, but also that you treat this basic element too 
casually. The point would like make is: you not only have the 
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right offer theory religion, but you have the opportunity and 
your advantage so. one can write clearly about 
topic like yours without first making quite clear himself and 
his readers what his understanding the phenomenon religion, 

that is, without giving his view the phenomenology religion. 
want add immediately: the same requirement holds for several 
other theological disciplines, such as, Biblical studies, philosophy 
religion, and those sections systematic and applied theology which 
deal with man and his culture. 

course, the above implies the assertion that modern 
nology religion (as contrasted with the old history religions 
which sometimes tended reduce Bible Babel) exceedingly 
important theological discipline which deserves much more 
tion than receives (the work done during the last fifty years 
Holland and Scandinavia especially; people like Mircea Eliade; 
Brede Kristensen’s The Meaning Religion). seems 
that discussion between Biblical scholars, theologians, philoso- 
phers, and phenomenologists required, for example, try bring 
some order into the confused discussion and the Bible. 
How can one sensibly support fight the demythologizing the 
Bible one still labors with obsolete concept myth? 

However, all this talk about theological disciplines does not yet 
touch the heart the matter. inviting dissociate ourselves 
from rationalistic and positivistic treatments ancient and 
tive religions, the modern phenomenology religion suggests 
revision our understanding man, that is, ourselves. 
this suggestion which makes phenomenology exciting. 

Quite another issue the argument about There 
much more than the question whether the impersonal and un- 
historical deity Plato, called compatible with the 
personal, historical God the Bible, the Father Jesus Christ. 
disturbed the fact that you consider Etienne Gilson 
ally such crucial point. course, Gilson eminent 
scholar, erudite historian medieval theology and philosophy. 
one wants know how and what extent “Scholastic 
enced Gilson our man. But one theologizes, 
and one Protestant, let keep him remote distance 
possible. believe have very good reasons for this harsh judgment. 

The book you quote Gilson’s Spirit Medieval Philosophy. 
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One day happened consult another his works, the History 
Christian Philosophy the Middle Ages, Aquinas’ notion 
the proper name God. the moment writing this letter, this 
volume not available me, hence have paraphrase 
memory. Gilson’s discussion Aquinas’ view Ex. runs 
somewhat follows: 


The proper name God who am” according Ex. 
The problem is: what the interpretation this text? 
What modern philologists offer does not amount clear picture. 
Therefore may ignore their opinions and must ask what meaning 
the Christian masters have attributed this famous text. Most 
them agree that meant: Being.” 

cannot help writhing bristling such procedure. 
Protestant want theologize such manner that the Gospel 
protected against all attempts subsume the Bible under the 
Tradition. Calling Liberal (with some reservations) means 
for not side with Schleiermacher and against Barth admire 
that man very much), but fight against powerful tendency 
fit Biblical texts either system theological doctrines (like 
many Roman Catholics and orthodox Protestants) meta- 
physical system (Roman Catholics and some Liberals), without 
making sure that the meaning the Biblical text not violated 
such procedure. Being Liberal means for recognize 
that there are many texts the Bible the meaning which not 
clear, and many others the meaning which disturbing for the 
theology which adhere to. vehemently opposed any 
attempt minimize the difficulty which such texts place us. 
Bible full nuts which are hard crack, full disturbing facts, 
full unpalatable ideas. should leave those things alone, and 
not try clothe those bare, embarrassing facts with the enchanting 
dress Thomistic, Calvinistic, Kantian, Kierkegaardian the- 
ology. intellectual demand respect for each discipline. 
Each branch study has the right heard and not put 
side track favor beloved tradition system. For 
this simply matter intellectual honesty and integrity, re- 
spect for human reason. Again, instructive notice how 
rationalism does not always mean respect for human reason! 

course, would boorish accuse Gilson dishonesty. 
For him things look quite different. For Catholic quite clear 
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that have listen the voice God speaks powerfully 
the Tradition the Church, especially the fallible voice mere 
human scholarship speaks hesitantly. But for (please 
that not say for the Protestant), for the kind Protestant, 
the kind Liberal am, this whole procedure 
repulsive. 
Finally, quite ready admit that one cannot disqualify 
attempts Protestants fuse God with Plato’s deity 
pointing out the questionable method used one scholar, one 
paragraph, one book. Still, not quite sure whether 
Protestant metaphysical theology, either openly quite naively, 
uses methods such Gilson’s: taking too lightly what the Bible| 
says, and following too easily the authority well-rounded 
physical theological systems. 
want thank you for listening patiently perhaps 


impetuous protestations. 
Cordially, 


McCormick Theological Seminary 
Chicago 14, 
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THE THEOLOGY THE CHRISTIAN Edited Gerald Ander- 
son. 341 pp. New York, McGraw Hill Book Co., Inc., 1961. $6.50. 


This remarkable volume contains twenty-five essays, grouped under 
the headings: “The Biblical (G. Ernest Wright, Johannes Blauw, 
Oscar Cullmann reprint), Karl Barth translation study published 
German), Donald Miller, Davey); Studies” (Wil- 
liam Richey Hogg, Franklin Littel, Andrew Seumois, 
revision article published French)); “Christianity and Other 
Faiths” (Ernst Benz, Paul Devanandan, Frank Price, Masatoshi 
Doi, Hendrik Kraemer, Bouquet, Harold Wolf, Floyd 
Ross); the Mission” (Max Warren, Harold Lindsell, Alex- 
ander Schemann, Pierce Beaver, Dillistone, Paul Tillich re- 
print), Christian Baéta, Wilhelm Andersen). The editor provides 
Introduction and Bibliography twenty-two pages, and Lesslie New- 
bigin contributes Foreword. will seen that the contributors rep- 
resent wide diversity ecclesiastical tradition, theological outlook, and 
nationality. They also write very diverse subjects only very gen- 
eral way indicated the headings quoted above. The discussion 
common topics from different standpoints therefore occurs incidentally 
rather than design. 

The value the individual contributions naturally unequal, whether 
considered essays particular subjects relation the central 
issues the current discussion about the nature and basis the Christian 
mission, which some the essays are more directly related and some 
more peripheral. There much useful material the volume both 
ideas and information, and anyone concerned with the Christian mis- 
sion today will find considerable stimulus thought. 

That stimulus will come way both agreement and disagreement, 
for reader could possibly agree with all that said all these essays. 
Despite the title, one should suppose that the volume contains ex- 
position theology mission, the sense single, coherent 
theology the basis and nature the Christian mission. the con- 
trary, first reading creates impression great diversity basic stand- 
point well emphasis. The editor expresses the hope (p. 16) that 
the essays they from wide range scholars who differ 
many respects, may help bring into focus more catholic and well 
rounded trinitarian point view that will increase our understanding 
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the Christian mission today.” The might have been more ap- 
parent writers different theological standpoints had been invited to| 
write one subject. The double diversity both theological outlook 
and subject matter makes difficult discern the extent agreement 
and disagreement any single main issue. 

Reflection these essays, however, suggests that within their diversity 
there are indications some recurrent issues towards which the 
sion the theology mission beginning address itself. They may 
prove the issues around which new formulation the meaning 
mission may arise. 

One the principal focal points the discussion—perhaps even 
the focal point—is the question the Christian understanding history. 
This was one the issues emerging from theological discussion the 
Willingen meeting the International Missionary Council 
further study. was there posed the form the relation between 
history and history.” significant that considerable num. 
ber the essays this volume refer one way another the 
ing history. The affirmation that the “event” the coming Jesus 
Christ into history the focal point human history and gives both 
its meaning and its goal seems emerging one the fundamental 
which theology mission our time may con- 
structed. Whether not that affirmation made implied constitutes 
radical line division among the writings this subject, differentiat. 
ing those who find the basis mission the action God whom the 
Bible testifies from those who would reduce the Christian mission 
cultural activity, search for truth, attempt unite the 
gions mankind. 

fundamental affirmation this kind important starting point 
for new formulation theology mission. is, however, more 
than starting point. second step ask how seriously this affirma- 
tion taken any new formuiation. The results asking that 
tion are sometimes unexpected. For example, some those who base 
their thought about mission doctrine the infallibility Scripture 
sometimes seem concerned with the communication its 
lation, conceived series propositional truths, with the intention 
moving the will the individual act decision, that the contem- 
porary history mankind seems left one side, and the Gospel 
reduced series truths the purpose which confined their ef- 
fect individuals. The result such formulation is, paradoxically 
enough, create the impression that Jesus Christ Lord only pri- 
vate universe which the individual exists isolation, and that human 
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history outside his control. Such reduction the range the Lord- 
ship and Saviourhood Jesus Christ hardly seems justice the 
great affirmations the first chapters Colossians and Ephesians. 

take seriously the affirmation that the “event” Jesus Christ the 
focus and goal history obviously determines the main direction 
thought about the relation that the religions mankind. 
Within that general direction leaves large room for different emphases, 
these essays demonstrate. may nevertheless exclude two extremes. 
already suggested, excludes the view that the purpose the Chris- 
tian mission simply engage those all faiths common search for 
truth. the other hand, also excludes views which would set 
impassable gulf between Christians and men other faiths. affirm 
that Jesus Christ the focus and goal history involves the recognition 
significance for all mankind. The task the Christian mission con- 
sequently seen bear witness “event” which has happened 
for all men, which also the the end history offered 
the event through which all men are offered the possibility 
realizing their true manhood cf. Wright: the Bible 
God’s creation new community which the individual finds his 
true humanity” (p. 26); and Blauw: “Israel has been elected repre- 
sent the true man, the right man, world where men refuse recog- 
nize God God and serve him his humble creatures” (p. 36). Some 
such understanding this surely what makes possible any communica- 
tion the realm ultimate belief between Christians and non-Christians. 
surely the basis between Christians and men other 
faiths who seek preserve and extend the possibility truly personal 
existence. surely the ground for rejecting the identification the 
Gospel with any cultural system and essential check tendencies 
the Christian mission arrogance. 

The recurrence references this point about human solidarity 
these essays remarkable. not surprising that within this general 
context there are differing views the consequences drawn regard- 
ing the attitude Christians other religions. only recently that 
Christian theology has begun examine seriously the question the 
theological significance other religions for its own understanding and 
expression the meaning the “Christ-event.” Might not make for 
clarity the further study and discussion which are needed two things 
were distinguished for purposes discussion (though they are necessarily 
interlocked living), namely, first, the relation between the “Christ- 
and the beliefs affirmed men’s religions, and second, the ap- 
propriate methods approach those whose ultimate commitment 
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faith Jesus Christ those who not share that 
The first question theological truth, concerned with what 
called the ontological status the “Christ-event” and the beliefs 
men expressed their religions. The second question 
the way approach, understanding—of what might, from 
the Christian commitment, described pastoral question 
does not, course, remove from theological criticism, since pastoral 
methods are only kept sound and wholesome they are subject 
logical scrutiny). Much the present debate seems vitiated be- 
cause those who are speaking about the second sphere are regarded 
perhaps regard themselves) addressing themselves the first—and vice 
versa. The result that the parties the debate seem often “talk- 
ing past each other.” 


This recognition human solidarity leads increasing emphasis 
thought about the Christian mission the significance the “Christ- 
event” for man his social relationships. For instance, religions are 
viewed increasingly terms their significance for society. There are 
many issues arising here for the theology mission. The status the 
structure, human society, e.g., the family, industrial and commercial 
structures, the state, the (whatever that ill-defined word may 
mean) the light the the focus and goal history 
not explicitly discussed these essays. intriguing hint given 
Karl Barth’s exegetical study Matthew 28: 16-20 his exposition 
“It means, first all, people from among all nations who 
are received into discipleship. They become significant for the exist- 
ence their respective nations because the nations now come within the 
reach the apostolate and its proclamation and receive their concealed 
center through the Christian community living their midst. Note the 
which occurs twice. cannot refer Not the nations 
such are made disciples” (p. 64; cf. the quotation above from 
Wright). 

intriguingly contrary view, from within Orthodoxy, appears 
Alexander essay: “State, society, culture, nature itself are 
real objects mission and not neutral milieu which the only task 
the Church preserve its own inner freedom, maintain ‘its religious 
(p. 256). But religion seen bound with social structures, 
particularly structures; and one consequence the “event” 
Jesus Christ the calling into being communities his disciples 
within those social structures but not identified coterminous with them, 
are there not raised some important issues for the Christian mission 
which insufficient attention being given? What, for instance, are the 
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responsibilities the community the disciples within any particular 
nation the structures national life, which may well include religious 
What are the responsibilities the total Christian mission 
towards them? 

think terms “Christian nation” may reduce the “Christ- 
event” mere phenomenon within history, distinct from the focus 
and goal all history, and thereby make one religion among others 
and destroy its true universality. But that so, must not the implica- 
tion drawn that part the function the Christian mission 
work for the the structures human society, particu- 
larly their national structures; not the sense that these are removed 
from any relation God’s act Jesus Christ, but the sense that they 
are removed from ecclesiastical control, whether the ecclesia any par- 
ticular case Christian Church, Hindu Buddhist any other 
empirical The consequences drawing that implication for 
the whole range Christian activity would indeed far reaching. The 
issue was raised the reviewer’s mind many points these essays, but 
further study required. 


closely related issue also clamoring for further study the context 
the theology mission might put the form the question: How 
are understand the relationship between the consequences the 
“event” Jesus Christ for human history and its consequences for the 
meant imply “the individual-in-his-relationships.”) indicated ear- 
lier, the view that the “Christ-event” concerned only with the indi- 
vidual seems the present writer untenable. removes the sphere 
social structures from the realm the Lordship Christ and leads 
ultimate dualism (Christ Lord the individual, the devil Lord 
society). But the that Jesus Christ the focus and goal 
history need more than interesting external fact, with ap- 
parent consequences for existence person immediate situ- 
ation. affirmation surely needs made both the historical 
and the personal contexts. Davey remarks his essay “St. 
John’s Gospel and the Christian Mission” about the Fourth Evangelist’s 
“apprehension that Jesus reveals and makes accessible the truth and grace 
God men, the world they live in, make sense both that 
world and their own lives it” (p. 90; italics added). There may well 
widespread agreement with that, but the difficulty begins when one 
tries draw out the one meaning both for history and for con- 
crete situation. Thus another way posing the issue for the theology 
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mission might ask, What are the consequences social ethics 
conversion commitment the 

Discussion such issues will not proceed far without the appearance 
the word “Church.” take seriously the contemporary situation 
the affirmation that Jesus Christ the focus and goal history might 
possibly provide fresh insight into the nature the Church. the 
one hand, the Church considered the worshipping company those 
committed the “Christ-event” the place which the hidden focus 
and goal history any time and place becomes manifest, then the 
Christian mission involves the calling into being the Church this 
sense. But this surely excludes any conception the Church itself 
the focus and goal history; subject that focus and goal which are 
Jesus Christ, and witness but not guarantor proprietor them. 
the other hand, that event which Jesus Christ the focus and 
goal history, and therefore involves all mankind, then the Church ex- 
ists behalf mankind and not isolation from it. From such con- 
siderations double-sided concept the Church seems emerging 
—as the ecclesia viatorum and the “part behalf the whole” 
humanity. This might offer meeting place for ecclesiologies which 
start from quite different places: see, for example, the essays such di- 
verse writers Barth (the remarks 70), Tillich, Schmemann, and 
the comments the Church the light the theology mission 
Wilhelm Andersen’s essay, pp. the question which 
clear answer seems yet above the horizon is: How the Church con- 
ceived related the Church historical phenomenon, extended 
time and space? the answer that question the actual life and ac- 
tion the Churches largely depend. 


question which receives scant attention this volume that the 
place foreign missions within the total Christian mission. There 
the volume much material help those who seek answer the 
question, there mission for Christians the world today, and so, 
what its basis? There almost material directly relevant the 
question, Granted Christians have duty share the Christian mis- 
sion, why should any them outside their own country so? 
This may represent healthy reaction from former tendency see 
exclusively terms “foreign mission,” but surprising 
omission view the extent which that question being asked, and 
view the increasing involvement Christians Asia Christian 
missions beyond the bounds their own countries. Can questions about 
the relation the “Christ-event” religions, the structures human 
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society, the place personal existence the historical process 
rightly answered without taking account the question whether foreign 
mission permanent necessity arising out the very nature the 
whether temporary form which the Christian 
mission took the particular historical circumstances one era—a form 
which now principle unnecessary view the existence almost 
all countries the world Christian Churches, however small minori- 
ties those Churches may the essays this volume leave one 
doubt that the Christian mission universal; they not, however, 
answer the question whether there any theological necessity (as distinct 
from the requirements wise Christian statesmanship the deploy- 
ment available resources) for either Churches individual Christians 
engage that universal mission beyond the bounds their own im- 
mediate environment. the more surprising inasmuch several 
the essays stress the eschatological character the Christian mission. 
may doubted whether the concept the Church the pilgrim peo- 
ple itself adequate express and maintain this eschatological char- 
acter the universal Christian mission. Will the understanding mis- 
sion Churches and individuals, the actual engagement it, retain 
this eschatological and universal character Churches are not, through 
some their members specifically commissioned the task, constantly 
engaged mission beyond their own environment, and expressing 
action the universal and eschatological character the mission that has 
its origin the coming into history the focus and goal all history, 
and which must therefore preserve its any country and 
any historical epoch? 

There this volume, then, material which will contribute the 
present understanding mission today and new formulation the 
meaning mission the circumstances our time. But fresh and 
compelling conviction the rightness and urgency the mission that 
Christ’s first and which his disciples every age participate through 
their commitment him will not come only through intellectual effort 
and theological discussion, though will not come without these things. 
Nor will come from dogged persistence the practice missions 
that practice has been known during the last century and half—a per- 
sistence too easily involving closing the ears the questions put 
humanity’s situation our day and the understanding the meaning 
the event Jesus Christ for our time which the work Christian 
thinkers many disciplines giving us. will come only act 
the insights already have into its meaning and reflect upon the mean- 
ings which those actions reveal, that dialogue between the theologians 
and those engaged the practice mission, which part that larger 
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dialogue between thought and action which are always engaged the 


the Word made flesh. 


ORCHARD 
International Missionary Council 
London, England 


THE PRESBYTERIAN John Mackay. 238 pp. Engle- 
wood Cliffs, J., Prentice Hall, Inc., 1960. $3.50. 


This book one series which Prentice-Hall has asked repre- 
sentatives leading American denominations interpret, each one, the 
particular branch the Christian family which belongs. Volumes 
dealing with The Episcopalian Way Life, The Methodist Way Life, 
and The Congregational Way Life have already been published. Later 
works dealing with other communions are follow. The task the 
various authors, Dr. Mackay has observed, “not unworthy of, but 
essential the pursuit Christian unity the Ecumenical Era.” 


The publishers could assuredly have made happier and more ap- 


propriate choice writer represent and present world Presby- 
terianism than they did selecting Dr. Mackay prepare this book. 
His qualifications Presbyterian minister and missionary, world citizen, 
scholar, theologian, and leader the Ecumenical Movement are too well 
known require amplification the pages Topay. The 
Presbyterian World has produced more universally respected and loved 
leader our generation than he, and probably none who has made 
larger contribution the Christian enterprise. 

would expected, Dr. Mackay has performed his assignment 
masterly way. There are, course, many individual points which one 
might wish take exception his statements. There one, how- 


ever, who can mistake the genuinely Christian spirit which breathes 


through every page his book, and few who could fail attracted 
the manner which has presented his theme. 

The Presbyterian Way Life contains wealth information for 
Presbyterians, well for those other denominations who would 
attain better understanding this family Churches. The history 
Presbyterianism which here presented necessarily brief, but ade- 
quate and suggestive. also the exposition the theology this 
group and the confessional statements which the doctrines the 
Reformed Churches have been embodied. The strength Calvinism 
emphasized throughout, but the same time there honest facing 
the weaknesses and the mistakes which have been part the story. 
The work sufficiently scholarly command respect, but presented 
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for the most part terms which are not technical and which will appeal 
the layman well the trained theologian. his treatment 
the nature and sovereignty God, the kingship and the redeeming 
mission Christ, the work the Holy Spirit, and the authority the 
revelation given Scripture, Dr. Mackay his best, and there are 
permanent devotional values his work. 

The polity the Presbyterian Church clearly presented, are 
many the contributions made this system our political and social 
orders. The ministry the Word magnified and the nature pub- 
lic worship the Reformed tradition set forth with real spiritual in- 
sight. The Presbyterian view the sacraments also ably expounded, 
although this reviewer seems that something less than full justice 
has been done the practice infant Baptism. Surely something more 
than mere the child God” involved when the Bap- 
tismal vows are rightly taken Christian parents. The author’s abiding 
love for his own denomination clear throughout the book, his loy- 
alty the essential principles which have characterized the Presbyterian 
Churches the world. 

One the most moving parts the book found its prologue. 
There sense which the whole this volume autobiographical, 
but these opening pages are particularly revealing story spiritual 
pilgrimage which Dr. Mackay outlines his indebtedness various 
branches and leaders the Universal Church. One likes feel that 
the catholicity spirit which manifested here characteristic Pres- 
byterianism its best. 

The treatment The World Presbyterian Global Fam- 
ily comprises Chapter stirring record which 
serves worthy introduction concluding discussion Presby- 
and the Church Universal. would hard find clearer 
demonstration the fact that appreciation and loyalty one’s own 
spiritual heritage not antagonistic toward higher loyalty, but 
real sense, necessary it. 

Ecumenical leader that is, Dr. Mackay rightly declares: 
future vague, colorless, lowest common denominator, ecumenism. 


You cannot belong the Christian Church general, any more than 


you can belong the human race general. The great Confessions 


hold the key the future the Ecumenical Movement. 


“One the fruits genuine confessional movement that maintains 
itself open the guidance the Holy Spirit illumines Holy Scrip- 
ture, that remains sensitive contemporary need, that concerned 
promote the unity and mission the Church Universal, will the 
emergence truly ecumenical theology. The theological state- 
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ment which the Church Universal should look forward must 
doctrinal syncretism theological dilution. must have the heart 
pale, lowest common denominator formula. Never must 
Church sponsor blanched, eviscerated, spineless treatment its faith. 
must give birth this revolutionary transition time full blooded 
loyally Biblical, unashamedly ecumenical, and strongly vertebrate system 
Christian belief.” 

These words are clarion call not only the Reformed Churches 
but all Christians. the faith and the spirit expressed them, 
throughout all the pages this book, Presbyterians may well make their 
greatest contribution the life Christendom. 

RICHARDS 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur, Georgia 


THE PROTESTANT MIND THE ENGLISH REFORMATION, 
Charles George and Katherine George. Princeton, 
Princeton University Press, 1961. $8.50. 


This book gleans rich harvest from the abundant body sermon ma- 
terial left Anglican and Puritan preachers over the lively seventy years 
preceding the Civil War. The authors break company with those his- 
torians who sharply distinguish Anglican churchmen from those the 
“Puritan The latter indeed for this period has existence, and 
the word “Puritan” appears throughout our book quotation marks. 
the three Parts the book, Part describes, two chapters, 
basic structure the Protestant mind,” with attention its theological 
concerns and views the Christian life. The character the 
estant saint drawn, the preachers would have him. privileged 
detachment his: must the stream worldly life, but must swim 
against the stream. Part “the social and institutional struggle,” 
has two chapters each economic and political theory, and one each 
the family and the Church. The treatment economic ethics consti- 
tutes corrective Max Weber’s misconceptions—in which 
undergraduates are still being indoctrinated. Protestantism, our authors 
believe, failed control the dynamic forces that were emerging make 
the modern economic world, but did focus moral concern and 
sanctity the vocations men with lasting effect. the extracts 
fusely supplied apparent that Anglicans like Hall, Sanderson, and 
Herbert differed not from like Perkins, Dodd, Sibbes, and 
Adams their praise honest labor, condemnation idleness, and 
approval recreation.” lawful pleasures are his 
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pleasures” (Adams), but are “not turne Recreation into Calling” 
(Sibbes). summary here, read: “The doctrine calling, 
emerges from these sermons, incorporates the most outgoing and positive 
view work which exists the Christian tradition” (p. 143). the 
light the habitual economic exhortation our preachers, 
Calvinism-to-Capitalism thesis appears utterly inapplicable. The argu- 
ment here might have been fortified the use André Biéler’s 
pensée économique sociale Calvin (Geneva, 1959); but the refer- 
ences Calvin are not misleading. The preachers are, indeed, defend- 
ers man’s right property, but wholly opposed what Karl Marx 
called Thus “the use profits was not increase profits.” 
Should increase wealth arise from religiously motivated thrift, was 
promptly used for charity and for the Church. Prosperity 
index divine favor; “capitalist enterprisers receive more abuse than 
and social morality based the priority the 
ego over the need the group was absolutely the antithesis Reforma- 
tion Protestantism.” The sermons offer evidence dynamic, psy- 
chological, causal connection between Calvinism and either Weberian 
capitalism the far more significant capitalism ‘this worldly’ preda- 
tion” (p. 173). 

Hardly less arresting are the chapters the political utterances the 
sermons. were cautiously expressed and (after John Ponet who 
“had moments marked return Pauline and medi- 
eval concepts, exclusive notions papal and clerical political power. 
“From Calvin through Laud, all the intense Protestants tried view 
their states God-centered and governed, though not priest-centered 
governed.” While the preachers read and quoted Calvin and other for- 
eign Reformers, they cherished distinctly English form Christian 
commonwealth. This was theocratic monarchy, but they pointedly and 
habitually reminded the monarch his duty God’s vicegerent “to take 
chiefe care for publique acts piety” (Gouge) and defend the faith. 
Law, parliament, nationalism, and related topics receive due attention, 
and the chapters the Protestant and his family and Church are packed 
with fresh data. the section the ministry note emphasis 
the inner call; even Hooker and Andrews not make point suc- 
cession although they require regular authorization and ordination. 
The authors see the whole sermon literature after Cartwright present- 
ing doctrine the via media which dissenting views were tol- 
erated and separation account them avoided. “Milde and modest 
dissenting worketh out the trueth” (Donne). This principle especially 
expounded Part III, which has one chapter only, and contains also 
retrospective judgment the application the word “Puritan.” 
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Since Dr. William Haller began exploit for history the sermons 
this period, their importance for understanding the religious mind 
the age has been increasingly recognized. The present work one 
excellent research and discerning interpretation. Since its effect 
discard much that has been delivered and received authoritative his- 
tory, carries importance out proportion its relatively uncontro- 
versial manner presentation. will probably much less gratify- 
ing some readers than this reviewer. But the sermons speak 
for themselves clear, and often eloquent, terms, and call for such in- 
terpretation here given. The authors accept without complaint the 
somewhat artificial, though for reasons space useful, confinement within 
one field evidence. They have resisted the temptation roam among 
other writings, even those the preachers themselves. large room 
left for further study the English Protestant mind. Incidentally they 
leave the reader with renewed respect for post-Reformation English 
preachers. Bibliography and index are excellent. 

Joun McNEILL 


East Middlebury, Vermont 


ERA ANGLICAN Arthur Michael Ramsey. 192 pp. 
New York, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1960. $3.50. 


The new Archbishop Canterbury has surveyed fifty years Angli- 
can theology beginning with the publication Lux Mundi 1889. 
Thus his two chief figures are Bishop Charles Gore and Archbishop Wil- 
liam Temple whose death 1944 just beyond the end this era. 
Ramsey finds this dynamic period have inner coherence which 
brilliantly develops. less aware that had its deficiencies and 
indicates the new forces which are shaping today. 

was the emphasis upon the Incarnation, the striving after syn- 
thesis between theology and contemporary culture which the term ‘lib- 
eral’ broadly denotes, the frequent shift interest from dogma apolo- 
getics. But these were the more dated characteristics, there were also 
the more permanent ones, seldom absent from Anglican divinity any 
age: the appeal Scripture, and the Fathers, the fondness for Nicene 
categories, the union doctrine and liturgy, the isolation from conti- 
nental (p. viii). 

This book ought compulsory reading for all who have used such 
clichés the following: (1) Anglican Incarnational theology neglects the 
Atonement and based philosophical idealism; (2) Anglican insist- 
ence the historic episcopate either sheer pragmatism with its liberals 


tuc 


sia 
the 
the 
abc 


ons 
mind 
one 
his- 
speak 
ich in- 
int the 
within 
among 
they 


EILL 


pp. 


Angli- 

1889. 
Wil- 
era. 
ich 
and 


syn- 
‘lib- 
apolo- 
also 
any 
Nicene 
conti- 


such 
cts the 

insist- 
iberals 


BOOK REVIEWS 377 


the idolatry historical contingency its Anglo-Catholics; (3) 
Anglican treatments the Trinity are broadly tritheistic. 

Ramsey skillfully criticizes the weaknesses that have produced these 
caricatures, but clearly shows how superficial they are responsible con- 
clusions. There are excellent studies kenotic Christologies, patripas- 
sianism, Trinitarianism, and the doctrines the fall and original sin. 
All (including most Anglicans) who have been confused inconsistencies 
Anglican defenses episcopacy needful part the Holy Catholic 
Church will find helpful Ramsey’s clear exposition Chapter VIII 
terms the now classic theology episcopacy set forth the Lam- 
beth Conference 1930. 

Admitting that Biblical theology and the ecumenical movement have 
brought new and needed perspectives Anglican divinity, Ramsey finds 
that Hoskyns partly precursor the former. There curious at- 
titude toward Barth perhaps typified the following comment that 
Moberly explains the Trinity much Barth does: anticipates 
the treatment Karl Barth, who writes total unawareness that there 
issuch thing Anglican Ramsey correct. also seems 
saying that Anglican theology the era surveyed was provincial 
Barth today still more so! 

The general perspective this most illuminating book really re- 
capitulated the development Temple’s own theology. Mens 
Creatrix and Christus Veritas Temple had developed 
with the Incarnation the key the unity and rationality 
the world, but toward the end his life criticized his earlier atti- 
tude and acknowledged the need for theology redemption rather 
than one primarily explanation. 

WILLIAM 
The Episcopal Theological School 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


ETHICS AND THE Manson. 109 pp. New York, Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1961. $2.75. 

ETHIC JESUS THE TEACHING THE CHURCH, John Knox. 
124 pp. New York, Abingdon Press, 1961. $2.00. 


These two books have several things common. They are the work 
eminent scholars, each whom has made his own distinctive contri- 
bution New Testament criticism and interpretation. They are the 
work also wise and mature churchmen, each vitally concerned not only 
about Christian history and thought but about Christian living. Both 


: 
ae 


378 TODAY 


are written with compelling clarity style that ought bring them 
well within reach the average intelligent layman. Would that 
might read them! 

The late Dr. Manson’s study was given originally the Ayer Lectures 
and has been prepared for publication, under the supervision Dr. 
Matthew Black literary executor, Ronald Preston, Lecturer 
Christian Ethics the University Manchester. Whereas Knox has 
come the problem describing the ethic Jesus first all com- 
batting modern misrepresentations it, Manson has sought illumine 
its essential features going behind the life and time Jesus into 
Hebrew-Jewish background. More than half his book fact de- 
voted the Old Testament and Judaism and reveals not only the au- 
thor’s interest but his outstanding competence Semitic studies. The 
Hebrew ethic, for which the good the content divine revelation, 
contrasted with the Greek ethic, for which the good the object 
philosophical inquiry. For the Hebrew moral obligation has its root 
and source what God has done for Israel. The Deuteronomic code 
preceded detailed history God’s marvellous dealings with his 
people. For Israel, God, King, leader, judge and protector, and 
they owe him his subjects complete trust and loyalty. With the formu- 
lation the Law written code post-Exilic Judaism, the Jew gladly 
accepted the Law the yoke the Kingdom God, applying his 
whole life from the cradle the grave, his worship, his personal relations. 
wrong, however, accuse Judaism mere externalism and casuistry 
its attitude the written prescriptions the Law. The Rabbis enun- 


ciated the principle right motivation, the right intention 


the heart towards God, and goodness for its own sake. 
Hebrew-Jewish motifs are taken Jesus the Sermon the 
Mount, God’s grace towards his people, the Law, worship, concern for 
the neighbor. But now something new and unique added—the Mes- 
sianic ministry Jesus himself. Christ reigns over his Church, but 


King, does not ask his followers anything has not done him- 
self. The Christian ethic community ethic, and always comes back 
the Head, Christ Himself, from whom derives its content, form, and 


authority. Precisely because comes back the living Christ himself 
and not codified regulations, dynamic and creatively meets afresh 
every ethical situation arises. the development his theme, 
Manson has touched upon wide variety topics, for example, the back- 
ground the word, ekklesia, the character and organization the primi- 
tive Church Acts 1-4, the Messianic question, Form-Criticism the 
Parables, the historical reliability the Gospel tradition, all the last 
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chapter. The reader may occasion feel that there some deviation 
from the main path. But the circumstances under which the book was 
made ready for the press have taken into account. 

Dr. Knox defends the the ethic Jesus against every 
ethik, esoteric ethic, ethic the coming Kingdom God. 
words, therefore perfect,” stand inescapable, binding upon all. 
His absolute claim upon corresponds our own existential situation, 
which know that are under unfulfillable obligation. 
law love leaves room for any persuasion our own goodness, but 
shatters our complacency. One recalls here Chesterton’s saying 
about “the good news original sin.” Before the norm Jesus’ teach- 
ing, recognize that our highest obedience intermingled with dis- 
obedience, and our best ethical judgments with impurity. Dr. Knox 
does not apply this haunting truth contemporary conditions, but the 
reader prompted for himself. The present reviewer was set 
thinking how today, the Church Scotland, which happens 
belong, there are two groups, each with equal sincerity Christian 
conscience, divided the question whether not Britain should 
unilaterally renounce the possession nuclear weapons. What right? 
What Christian? Perhaps the most can hope for that the two 
sides should allow dialectic continue with uncompromising charity. 

The most controversial part Dr. Knox’s book his handling Paul. 
believes that Paul’s rigid antithesis between law and grace has been 
responsible for misunderstanding the Church, and pleads for return 
the teaching Jesus, which there necessary incompatibility 
between the commandment the law and the recognition the un- 
legalistic and God-given character true goodness. The disposition 
the reader this will doubt conditioned largely his own theo- 
logical background and presuppositions. But the author has incisively 
argued his case that law and grace, duty and love are inextricably inter- 
related the Christian life. 

Perhaps neither these books has quite captured the way which 
Jesus completely radicalized the Law and man’s obedience it, putting 
his hearer his very words the Sermon the Mount the place 
“where the world and its possibilities end, and the future God begins” 
(G. Bornkamm), but both are challenging enough disturb the moral 
turpitude which enervates the Church. 

HUGH ANDERSON 
Duke University 
Durham, North Carolina 
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THE ENGLISH Bruce. 234 pp. New York, Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 1961. $3.75. 


This “History Translations from the Earliest English Versions 
the New English Bible,” published contemporaneously with the latter, 
derives its timeliness also from the fact that 1961 the year which 


the King James Version celebrates its 350th birthday. inclusive 


the work that the uninformed will surprised find that chrono- 
logical narrative this kind the King James appears not later than mid. 
way the story (pages 

Here are good accounts the beginnings the English Bible from 
Caedmon Wyclif; official versions from the Great Bible the Re. 
vised Standard Version; and such private translations those Dan. 
iel Whitby, William Whiston, and Edward Harwood; John Wesley 
(whose work here dated 1768; the first edition appeared 1755) and 
Dean Alford; Richard Francis Weymouth and Farrar Fenton; 
fatt and Goodspeed. Among the striking illustrations are reproduc. 
tion Johnstone’s painting Translating the Bible” and 
photograph the second Queen Elizabeth her coronation receiving 
from the moderator the Church Scotland lively oracles God.” 

Here are gathered such familiar items Purvey’s prayer for the 
lator; Erasmus’ wish that “even all women should read the Gospel and 
St. Paul’s and Tyndale’s defy the Pope and all his laws.” 
One impressed anew with the anonymity which translators have 
often been content work; with the realization translators always have 
had that their real purpose not simply get words out one language 
into another but confront men and women with the words God; 
with the large part translators have played the history the Church. 

Phrases from unfamiliar versions serve not only enliven the narra- 
tive but also reveal something the life and times 
odus 21: refers Hebrew King Alfred’s day the transla- 
tion was Christian servant.” Coverdale, who tells that the 
ration his work consulted, among other versions, the “Douche,” 
coined, the analogy the German, such English words 
speakable” and and sprinkled his translation with 
the exclamation, 1550 Sir John Cheke, tutor Edward VI, 
One version the 100th Psalm begins the Lord.” 

Frederick Bruce, formerly Sheffield University, now occupies the 
Rylands chair Biblical Criticism the University Manchester. His 
vantage point Britain makes his work more complete respecting Eng- 
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lish versions made England than respecting English versions made 
America. 

mention made Noah Webster’s Holy Bible with Amendments, 
Worrell’s New Testament, the Riverside New Testament. These 
would seem least deserve equal time with such Britishers Edward 
Wells, Daniel Mace, and Samuel Sharpe. When tested its influence 
our society well the vigor and originality its renderings, the 
New World Translation would appear least significant the 
Berkeley Version. the latter Bruce devotes four pages; the former 
treated one 15-line paragraph. 

The author’s information regarding the reception accorded the Re- 
vised Standard Version appears have been derived from sources out- 
side the main stream American church life. Something over third 
the chapter devoted discussion the type criticism which 
hitherto attained its highest status now repudiated Air Force man- 
ual. sure, the author also cites criticisms made the King James 
and Revised Versions, and this may help keep things perspective. 

However, the proportions are different: one page out seventeen for 
the King James. any case, Hugh Broughton and Dean Burgon ad- 
dressed themselves the subject and did not start from such unlikely 
premises that “Every informed and intelligent person knows that our 
crawling with communists.” Quoting this page 195 
the introduction one the leaflets takes seriously, Bruce adds: 
most desirable that ordinary Christians should want assured 
about the trustworthiness Bible version which they are asked ac- 
cept standard version.” 

The last chapter, entitled New English Bible,” short one 
written before its subject appeared, and the basis such news releases 
were available. Bruce’s volume, reviewing the several centuries 
translation, raises the question how “new” any translation can really 
this late date. The Geneva Bible, from its rendering Genesis 
often called Breeches but the distinctive word had 
been used near the end the fourteenth century Old Testament 
summary designed for monks and nuns. The preference the New 
English Bible for “congregation,” instead “Church,” difficult 
understand, but Sir Thomas More criticized Tyndale exactly the 
same score. The New English Bible has been hailed for its courage 
using the slenderly attested John 19: 29, but Moffatt long 
ago read and Goodspeed “pike”; and for replacing 
people,” but Goodspeed did this regularly. 

The Englishing the Bible ongoing dynamic process with ever 
new facets. Bruce states (p. 60) that English Protestant Bibles, “in 
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far they include the Apocrypha have followed 
precedent printing themselves appendix the Old 
Testament.” will find, however, that RSV Bibles which include the 
Apocrypha have these books the end the volume, after the New 
Testament, indicate that they are kind addendum the Scrip 
tures, “the Bible” being made Old and New Testaments. Among 
histories the English Bible, Bruce’s unique that treats 
sions published within the last five years. 

New York 27, New York 


Its Oricins AND Curt Kuhl, 
Translated Herriott. 354 pp. Richmond, John Knox 
Press, 1961. $4.50. 


This volume offers popular presentation the material which was 
traditionally conceived Introduction the Old Testament. The 
author begins with discussion the authority the Old Testament 


and its place the Christian Church. then treats the problem 
Biblical criticism, canon and text, and the literary character the Old 


Testament. The discussion brief but his selection material good. 

The remainder the book divided into chapters which correspond 
the divisions the Hebrew canon. His method summarize each 
book briefly before commenting the critical problems composition. 
Kuhl follows the main lines critical scholarship with occasional 
footnote register minority opinion. sketches the chief sources 
the Pentateuch and offers slight modifications the classic Wellhausen 
position. 

discusses the Former Prophets within the framework Deu 
teronomic history which was developed Noth. His interpretation 
Joshua roughly equivalent Noth’s. The treatment Samuel fol- 
lows the form critical work Rost. 

His section the Prophets brief with very little which could 
called new. Nevertheless, the chapter clear and precise. follows 
Duhm’s general interpretation the development Isaiah from small 
units. accepts Mowinckel’s three sources Jeremiah, and feels that 
the servant Yahweh Deutero-Isaiah the prophet himself. 

This reviewer has two main criticisms the book: 

(1) The book was published originally 1953. The English edition 
would have been improved the more recent material had been in- 
cluded. Occasionally books are cited older edition with the 
German title when English translation has appeared. The new 
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material from Qumran would affect particularly the discussion the 
text the Old Testament. 

(2) This volume filled much needed gap German literature. 
However, can seriously questioned whether English translation 
was necessary. the last ten years least dozen similar populariza- 
tions the Old Testament have appeared. Yet Introduction has 
replaced Pfeiffer, not speak Driver. not time call mora- 
torium such popularizations when the need great for the basic 
volumes the Old Testment disciplines? 

BREVARD 
Yale Divinity School 
New Haven, Connecticut 


AND SACRAMENT: PREFACE PREACHING AND Don- 
ald Macleod. 176 pp. Englewood Cliffs, J., Prentice-Hall, Inc. 


$4.65. 


would trite say that ours time which Protestant Churches 
generally, and those the Reformed and Presbyterian family particu- 
lar, are re-discovering their liturgical heritage and tradition. But far 
the average minister (or layman) concerned, there are several serious 
difficulties becoming acquainted with this revival and its findings. For 
one thing, little its literature English. And even when is, 
the studies Dr. William Maxwell, presumes degree previous 
liturgical knowledge which many have not attained. 

Dr. Macleod’s book admirably suited fill this gap. little sum- 
mary entitled “Our Heritage Reformed Worship” excellent one. 
Its title somewhat misleading since the author tries connect the his- 
tory worship not only with the Presbyterian, but with the Baptist, 
Congregational, and Methodist traditions well. pointed out 
that contains nothing new but merely summary the findings 
other scholars, the reply could well made that there real need for 
just such summary. contains enough acquaint the busy minister 
with the main points liturgical history, but suggests further reading 
for those who are interested. 

Dr. Macleod’s real purpose, however, has not been write liturgical 
history, but rather meet the fears those who see the current liturgi- 
cal revival threat the historic place preaching the Protestant tra- 
dition. After introductory sections preaching and liturgy, therefore, 
the real heart his book the third section which tries relate the 
two. points out the traditional tension between the traditional serv- 
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ice the Word and and asks whether real wholeness 
possible. 

His answer not only theological terms, but practical ones 
well. The theological answer is, the author points out, only 
ace,” indication the direction which such answer should move 
rather than full answer itself. Doubtless, the average minister will find 
the practical suggestions, especially those that relate church furnishing, 
ecclesiastical dress, etc. very helpful. 

the final section the book about which most question can 
raised. Because has written book about the relationship between 
preaching and worship, Dr. Macleod seeks illustrate what calls 
Worship Accent Preaching” with four his own meditations and two 
his own sermons. This reviewer would not equipped criticize 
them homiletically. But puzzled know exactly what they con- 
tribute the central thesis the book itself. Their subject matter 
varied, and homiletic treatment worship (which they evidently 
purport be) they are fragmentary, that one cannot but question 
their real place the total composition the volume. this kind 
thing has place this kind book (and probably does), that place 
would have been better served textual and homiletic suggestions for 
much wider variety topics than full meditations and sermons for 
comparatively few. 

But must grateful Dr. Macleod for facing question which 
our churches must increasingly address themselves—the wholeness 
worship and preaching. And must grateful him also for pro- 
viding useful, readable preface field which many need 
greater acquaintance useful and readable enough, surely, tempt 
many that further acquaintance. 

HAGEMAN 
Newark, New Jersey 


STRUCTURES PREJUDICE, Carlyle Marney. 256 pp. New York, 
Abingdon Press, 1961. $4.50. 


There will times when the readers this book will want turn 
back the title page reassure themselves the subject the book, 
vast the author’s canvas, various are the arguments marshals. 
and panoramic are the applications his thesis. But there cen- 
tral theme even though now and then concealed its own numerous 
and lusty offshoots. 

Marney’s dominant theme that “we are immersed materialism, 
provincialism, institutionalism, and individualism. The first meta- 
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physical error, perversion reality; the second epistemological 
error, false limitation knowledge; the next the ethical error implicit 
our satisfaction with lesser values; and the last theological madness, 
the denial views prejudice its broadest scope 
the prejudging which pervades all these areas life, sometimes more 
obvious and overt one area than others but present and expressed 
all them. Contrary sociologists, psychologists, and others who 
give prejudice its finest definition (in the sense narrowness and sharp- 
ness) Marney lets the concept range full and free. Where they seek the 
nub, the germ prejudice, portrays the full grown monstrosity. 

The outline, summarized the thesis, novel and enlightening con- 
tribution our understanding the problem. The author does not 
permit the form his analysis determined the classical socio- 
logical and psychological theories prejudices. Such theories are not 
discounted contested; indeed, most them are utilized buttressing 
material. But his unfolding the structure prejudice does not fol- 
low customary developments. For example, for him racism not 
separate structure prejudice. organic connection can shown 
between the treatment minority race group Southern America and 
majority race group South sees racism, rather prod- 
uct “of provincialism multiplied institutionalism.” breaking open 
the problem prejudice along new lines, exposing its concealed struc- 
ture, Marney invites students prejudice view the subject new 
light and urges them re-examine their pet theories. 

There questioning the fact that Marney’s definition prejudice 
has breadth. Nevertheless leaves unanswered—as all probability 
every study prejudice will—questions about the inner motivation 
prejudice. say that “All categories, when falsely too narrowly 
drawn, become breeding places for new prejudice” that “Too nar- 
row view anything results prejudiced thinking and action” not 
explain the inner energies prejudice. Why draw false and 
narrow categories? Does anything more than the craving for security 
explain our recourse provincialism? Are not driven, whether 
like not, metaphysical, psychological, and theological explanations? 

sure, the author does not offer his provocative theories the 
last word or, for that matter, his last word the structure preju- 
dice. The author, says himself, has been seeker thirty-five 
years, Don Quixote, and mimic—and have 
man such nature not likely accept any theory—certainly not his 
own—as final. the way toward answers and the process casts 
light for which others making the same pilgrimage can grateful. 

Carlyle Marney one those extraordinarily fecund writers who 
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sometimes bury themselves under massive arguments, superfluous illus- 


trations, excessive quotations. His mind far-ranging and his powers 
recall are extraordinary (either that has fantastically efficient 
reference These are capabilities which are the envy writers who 
not have them. They are nevertheless tempting and perilous facilities 
for those who have them. This book would have gained focus and 
effectiveness the author had callously pruned his material. sure, 


the reader will become engrossed the author’s command cor- 


relative subjects and charmed and diverted the wealth and brilliance 


heaped-up evidence that becomes insensible the principal theses. 


writer who has Marney’s command language, his abundance ideas 
and his facility expression does not need call his aid such long 
roster allies. 

Serious and experienced students prejudice cannot afford ignore 
this study. readers who are coming analysis the problem 
for the first time will find this analysis sound and highly interesting 
introduction. 

KyLE HASELDEN 
Chicago, 


ARCH CONSTANTINOPLE, George Hadjiantoniou. 160 pp. 
Richmond, John Knox Press, 1961. $3.50. 


Cyril Lucaris, Greek Orthodox Patriarch successively Alexandria 


times enigmatic figure, man exceptional gifts, towering courage, 
and saintly life. Educated Italy, and personal contact with the 
ambassadors Constantinople the Protestant powers, sought 
reform the Greek Church along the lines the Reformation Europe, 


and published Calvinist which has become celebrated. The 
foreign envoys supported him—and sometimes used him pawn 


their own diplomatic projects. Inevitably Lucaris made enemies—no- 
tably the Jesuits Constantinople—and they finally achieved his ruin. 
was falsely accused treason and strangled order the Sultan, 
and his body was thrown into the Bosporus. remembered for hav- 
ing made present King Charles England the Codex Alex- 
andrinus, token his esteem the English ambassador, Sir Thomas 
Rowe. 

was expected, controversial literature has grown about 
the patriarch. Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Protestant writ- 
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crs have turn vilified praised him, sought explain his political 
and religious motives. 

The present book the first extended account English Lucaris’ 
life and work, and English translation the Confessio included. 
The author Greek, born Smyrna, and educated part Eng- 
land. now minister the Second Greek Evangelical Church 
(Presbyterian) Athens. The book was originally published Greek 
Athens 1954—a fact which nowhere mentioned this English 
version. Except for encyclopedia articles, the only other treatment 
Lucaris’ life now available English the brief account Germanos, 
Metropolitan Thyateira, the respected Greek Orthodox scholar long 
resident England, consisting lecture delivered Cambridge 
1947, Kyrillos Loukaris, 1572-1638, Struggle for Preponderance be- 
tween Catholic and Protestant Powers the Orthodox East (London, 

Mr. Hadjiantoniou’s book, which frankly admiring portrait,” 
creates vivid picture, but the author has not presented his material 
the best advantage, and Professor Outler observes his foreword, the 
book, while deserves wide reading, must also read critically. The 
scholar who wishes undertake critical assessment the exposition 
faced with difficulties. There bibliography, index, and 
systematic critical account the sources. The absence even list 
the sources, with the necessary bibliographical information, disap- 
pointment treatment subject which has controversial aspects. 
For scholarly account the sources and carefully documented study 
Lucaris’ life and the Confessio, the student will still consult the 
able doctoral dissertation the German Protestant minister Richard 
Schlier, Der Patriarch Kyrill von Konstantinopel. Sein Leben und sein 
Glaubensbekenntnis (Marburg, 1927), which not mentioned Mr. 
Hadjiantoniou. 

The publisher should have taken care ensure more worthy destiny 
for book which intrinsically important. 

GLANVILLE DOWNEY 
Dumbarton Oaks 
Washington, 


RELATIVISM, KNOWLEDGE AND Gordon Kaufman. pp. 
Chicago, University Chicago Press, 1960. $3.75. 


certain poetic sense Dr. Kaufman’s book could considered 
meditation the Zen koan know the sound two hands clapping, 
but what the sound one hand clapping?,” for represents clari- 
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fication the insight that western epistemology has attained that knowl- 
edge, like clapping, the product interaction and hence relative. 
Because subject and object are always involved the knowing situation 
there only “the sound the clapping two hands.” 

Kant showed that the relativity knowledge was due the fact 
that the mind applied priori categories the material given order 
make judgments, has only been the last hundred years that the 
full relativity knowledge has been recognized. This has been the re- 
sult the realization that man, the knower, involved the endless 
movement history and that even the categories, which earlier philoso- 
phy considered rational, immune the ravages time, are his- 
torically conditioned. 

This awareness the relativity knowledge has produced panic 
philosophical and theological circles. ‘Traditional metaphysics has all 
but been abandoned because its failure produce anything like the 
certain system knowledge that found the physical sciences, and 
philosophers have turned themselves the tasks analysis, either lin- 
guistic phenomenological. Theology for several decades has been 
dominated the category revelation effort speak the epis- 
temological predicament produced the awareness the relativity 
all knowledge. Dr. Kaufman asserts that such situation what 
need “is analysis our thought processes which will enable 
understand why that our thought relative coupled with 
careful assessment the metaphysical and theological significance this 
(p. ix). 

the first three sections Dr. Kaufman examines the nature 
relativism, distinguishing between relativism which claims 
based the results objective, descriptive analyses his- 
torical periods and relativism which grows out the investi- 
gator’s attempt get inside the strange culture, historical person 
studying the degree that begins apprehend the norms recog- 
nized from that perspective normative. While external relativism can 
disposed epistemological grounds, relativism raises the 
genuine questions with which must deal: (a) can understand 
this fact that Truth Itself appears different when seen from different 
points view? and (b) there any perspective which really reveals the 
Truth and terms which others, therefore, can (p. 19). 
the stigma taken out the charge that thought relative, 
necessary show how knowledge the same time normative and 
bound the concrete historical, linguistic, and psychological situation 
the thinker. 

Part devoted analysis the anthropological basis our 
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thinking and knowing. Proceeding manner similar that 
Tennant, Dr. Kaufman shows that, consciousness arises from the 
pre-conscious Erlebnis into the clarity the subject-object dichotomy, 
the cognitive process already intertwined with the feelings and de- 
sires the organism. Hence our thinking the present always 
nected with, and guided by, present values, desires, etc., they have 
been developed and refined memory and imagination and the 
standpoint which have arrived moving through all our past 
experience” (p. 47). Hence all thinking relative, and the criteria and 
norms thought are ultimately subjective because they are abstract de- 
scriptions the finished product thinking the model terms 
which valid thinking defined. This admission the relativity 
knowledge and norms does not lead nihilism, because must live 
and think terms the norms impinging upon and the ‘truth ac- 
cessible (p. 86). 

the final section Dr. Kaufman’s work the nature, validity, and 
necessity philosophical and theological thinking are 
losophy and theology are both systematic efforts relate the parts 
our experience such way form coherent whole; they are ef- 
forts set our experience within context meaning and such they 
are necessary human enterprises. Both proceed the choice (conscious 
unconscious) particular moment our history that which 
the center history and gives history its meaning, that is, the choice 
what has been called (more accurately think) “key analogy.” Since 
every philosophical and theological system history and 
draws its meaning from some (implicit explicit) center history, or, 
might now say, from some (p. 109), and since has been 
Christian theology that has initiated the attempt understand meta- 
physically what means affirm that one particular historical event 
the center the meaning history, can, therefore, submit every sys- 
tem Christological analysis. Likewise, any system presupposes 
eschatology, since any insight into the center history involves cor- 
responding insight about the end history. 

Kaufman concludes that the philosopher, like every man, must live 
the boundary situation the creative present “lying between the struc- 
ture past experience and the openness the future” and that must 
“find his bearings here through act faith whatever Reality 
takes Lord past, present, and future” (p. the theo- 
logian and the philosopher need not flee from relativism though 
gave kiss death thought, morality, and life. They can, rather, 
embrace with some passion for the honest realization that our 
finitude involves historical relativity and that our security not 
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grasping any absolute knowledge about the meaning life, but 
trusting the One who the Lord history and hence the relative. 

This reviewer finds trace theological imperialism Dr. Kaufman’s 
use the concepts Christology and eschatology. would seem 
the case that every person, well every system thought, takes one 
moment experience giving the clue which the rest experience 
interpreted. However, not think that therefore correct 
say that this moment necessarily seen the center history. The 
category history strange many systems thought, and can only 
introduced from external perspective. Hence question the valid- 
ity “Christological analysis” from philosophical point view. 
This same objection can lodged against Kaufman’s use the category 
eschatology. every system does affirm, consciously uncon- 
sciously, some view the telos “end” reality, telos reality does 


not necessarily involve the idea finis history. Hence Kaufman’s 


use such phrases as: the long judgement history in” (p. 93) 


end history, when every past has become present and 
judged and redeemed (p. 124) indicate that does fact bring 
into his philosophical-theological analysis concept eschatology that 
specifically Judaeo-Christian. 

The virtues this book are many. deals cogent and creative 
way with problem that vitally concerns any thinker involved the 
philosophical theological enterprise. outline its argument 
clear, concise, and mind for the most part irrefutable. Finally, 
manages escape the almost universal sin verbosity and makes its case 
mere 124 pages. 

SAMUEL KEEN 


Princeton, New Jersey 


GALATIANS, Ragnar Bring, translated Eric Wahl- 
strom. 296 pp. Philadelphia, Muhlenberg Press, 1961. $4.50. 


The output commentaries the epistle addressed the Churches 
Galatia perennial. When the layman told that since the days 
the Reformation over one hundred and twenty-five commentaries have 
been written this one epistle tempted say, chance has 
the common man understand writing like this whole library 
books required explain The reply obvious. not ob- 
scurity meaning that requires all this scholarly attention. The mag- 
netism this letter like star first magnitude. Its timeless treat- 
ment persistent human questions draws the attention great minds: 
Does God veritably speak men? what grounds does God accept 
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men? What really makes men free? These are the questions with which 
lative. the Reformers the sixteenth century wrestled. Not content merely 
accept the testimony Luther Calvin, scores great souls have 
beaten their own paths the same waters where the Reformers slaked 
one their thirst. This, would appear, why Ragnar Bring, Professor 
Systematic Theology the University Lund, and one Sweden’s 
foremost theologians, has written this commentary the Epistle the 
The Galatians. His work published one series Swedish expository 
only writings for which Anders Nygren has written Romans and Ode- 
berg the Epistles the Corinthians. 
view. Like the Reformers, Ragnar Bring interested primarily the theo- 
logical aspects this epistle. does not engage directly linguistic 
uncon- critical exegesis but does not ignore these disciplines. sub- 
does ordinates the discussion textual historical matters the exposition 
fman’s ideas and teachings, yet the reader kept informed the study pro- 
and minded although leans toward the south. prefers identify the 
bring visit Jerusalem described Galatians with the Acts chapter 
that 15. for the shipwreck Paul’s grammar the hidden rock the 
Judaisers’ counsels (Lightfoot), follows the approved canon textual 
reative criticism that the more difficult reading must accepted the authentic 
one, even involves anacoluthon. refuses characterize Paul’s 
nent argument Galatians artificial rabbinic, spurious, incor- 
ally, rect. Rather seeks explain Scripture Scripture. cites the 
its case Shema Deuteronomy the most appropriate Old Testament 
parallel “God here, thus giving realistic touch the ex- 


The paragraph paragraph commentary introduced three im- 
portant essays: The significance the letter the history theology; 
Freedom from the law; and the law and the Scriptures. The general 


principles expounded here lay splendid foundation for the exegetical 
studies which follow since they bring into sharp relief the opposing points 
view between the Pauline Gospel and the teachings Paul’s opponents 
days Galatia which the letter designed correct. The repetitious char- 
have acter Ragnar Bring’s style writing tends become monotonous but 
has his treatment the most distinctive aspects Christian faith and Chris- 
rary tian ethics taught Paul the epistle the Galatians both incisive 
and convincing. 
treat Princeton Theological Seminary 
Princeton, New Jersey 
accept 
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